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EIGHT WAYS TO INFLUENCE PARLIAMENT

PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS

· Important way of holding the Government to account
· Can be used to:

· Obtain information

· Press for action 
· Brings an issue to the attention of the Government minister 
· Minister’s position and commitment will then be on record 

· Two types – written and oral

· Contact an MP or Lord to raise question 

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES
· Adjournment debate –  take place in House of Commons

· Questions for short debate – take place in House of Lords.


Allows MPs and Lords to:

· Raise constituency issues (MPs only) or matters of regional, national or international significance

· Get the issue to the attention of a relevant minister

· Get a response from the Government

SELECT COMMITTEES

· Highly influential 
· Set up to scrutinise specific areas of work and Government departments

· One for each dept, plus a few cross-dept e.g. Public Affairs 

· Individuals can submit evidence to inquiries

· Inquiry report usually passed to relevant Government department

PETITIONS

· A process where individuals or groups can appeal to Parliament through their MP

· It must consist of at least one name and address and be set out in the correct format

· The MP will present the petition to the House of Commons

· The petition will be published in Hansard and sent to the relevant Government department. 
EARLY DAY MOTIONS

· Allows MPs to show their opinion on a particular subject

· Can be used to:

· Draw attention to an issue

· Call for action

· Commemorate, congratulate, condemn 
ALL PARTY PARLIAMENTARY GROUPS

· Cross-party

· Both MPs and members of the House of Lords

· Based around common interest

· Not involved in formal decision making, but important in developing knowledge. 
PUBLIC BILL COMMITTEES
· Appointed for each Public Bill that goes through Parliament

· Take written and oral evidence from experts outside Parliament

· Examine Bills clause by clause

· Members of the committee can ask for changes by tabling amendments

· Reports its findings to the main chamber. 
E-PETITIONS

· Introduced in 2011
· Create a petition online about ANYTHING 
· If it gets 100,000 signatures it will be ELIGIBLE for debate in the House of Commons
· Backbench Business Committee will decide 
