Whitchurch Parish Council

Clerk to the Council Mrs Ann-Marie Davies

DRAFT Minutes of the Meeting of Whitchurch Parish Council on Monday 8 January 2018 at 7.30pm in the St Johns Hall 

Present:


Chairman Ashley Bond




Vice Chairman Mark Parrott (after agenda item 4)




Councillor Paul Alderman





Councillor Caroline Heron





Councillor Sue Ford





Councillor Abby Bond




Councillor Jeremy Sampson (after agenda item 3)





County Councillor Netta Glover





Plus 13 residents
1. To receive apologies for absence – Apologies were received from District Councillor Janet Blake.
2. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda: to declare any interests and agree any dispensation requests – None received other than Chairman Ashley Bond declared his interest as Members of the AVDC Strategic Development Control Group and also the Development Management Committee.

3. To note the recent resignation of the Vice-Chairman and note any applicants received for the vacancy of Parish Councillor and if accepted onto the Parish Council, receive their declaration of acceptance of office –There had only been one application for Parish Councillor. Jeremy Sampson was welcomed and duly elected onto the Council and completed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office. He joined the Councillors from the audience.
4. To elect a new Vice-Chairman of the Council – Chairman Ashley Bond proposed Councillor Mark Parrott and this was seconded by a unanimous vote.
5. Open Forum: (under adjournment) – A resident advised that several potholes had appeared in Ashgrove Gardens following the recent snow. The Clerk was asked to report the defects at the junction by the school and also to the outside of 13 Ashgrove Gardens. A further pothole was reported close to The Priory.






ACTION: AMD 

A Member of the Wednesday Club, Ashley Whyte Waddesdon was in attendance and addressed the group. He gave details of the Club which was for older residents who would like to spend time with others from around the area, including Whitchurch. The Club offered lunch, entertainment, activities and speakers and was a valuable asset to the community. He let the Council know that funding was becoming scarcer and that any contributions, or contacts with potential contributions was being sought and would be very warmly welcomed. The Chairman thanked him for his presentation and said that the Council would keep his plea in mind.
This presentation was followed by a further presentation from Neil Smith, the Chairman of the Community Service Committee at Winslow Rotary Club. 
He told the group that Rotary is a charitable service organisation which aims, amongst other things, to provide help and support in local communities. He said that they are able from time to time to provide funding for local projects that serve the community. Supporting a particular project depended of course on its merits and is typically in the region of several hundred pounds and sometimes more. He urged the Parish Council or others locally to talk to them about such a project for Whitchurch.
In addition, as a fairly new resident to Whitchurch, he mentioned he had noticed at least three very nice information boards around the village describing its history and which were put up to celebrate the millennium. He had noted that they were beginning to suffer from wear and tear making the maps and diagrams becoming hard to read.  He asked whether the Parish Council, could investigate how to renovate these signs effectively and economically?
The Parish Council thanked him for all details of his presentation and invited the Wednesday Club member to contact him outside of the meeting to see if any funding could be forthcoming.

A resident in attendance asked whether the Parish Council knew why tree works in Weir Lane only included the top part of the lane and didn’t incorporate the area where branches had become desperately entangled in overhead cables. The Clerk responded that she was aware of the situation and would talk to the Local Area Technician from TFB when she was able to. She was aware that he had suffered a shock close family bereavement between Christmas and New Year but she would make further contact with him.




ACTION: AMD
A resident in attendance asked for the Parish Councils stance on the planning application on Oving Road to raise the Passivhaus. The Parish Council unanimously agreed that they OPPOSED this application as previously voted upon. 

There was also a suggestion received as a potential future project which was to ‘firm up’ the ground adjacent to The Firs and install a form of memorial to Whitchurch 2018. Councillors would keep this is mind for future projects. 
To receive updates from Bucks County Council and AVDC Councillors – County Councillor Netta Glover gave a verbal update to the group. It is attached to these minutes for reference.
6. To agree the minutes of the last meeting held on Monday 13 November 2017 – the minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record.
7. To update on matters arising – None. Included within agenda.
8. To consider correspondence and other communication received since the last meeting.

a) To discuss training for the defibrillator in the village – Following lengthy discussion Councillors resolved to ask the Clerk to put basic details of how a Defibrillator is operated within the Whitchurch News.





ACTION: AMD  
b) To decide whether to nominate the Chairman for attendance at the Royal Garden Party 2018 – Due to his attendance last year Councillors declined to nominate the Chairman again this year.
9. Planning: To discuss planning applications and make recommendation, and to include those planning applications received after this agenda is published, if urgent:

17/04598/APP – Land adjacent to The Vicarage, White Horse Lane, Whitchurch, Buckinghamshire, HP22 4JZ – Demolition of original church hall and the erection of two detached dwellings with parking and detached cart-shed style car ports – Councillors resolved to OPPOSE this planning application. The Clerk was asked to advise AVDC and support the reasons as offered by the neighbours who resided at The Nook.

ACTION: AMD
17/03384/AOP – Land adjacent to Bushmead Road, Whitchurch, Bucks – Outline application for a residential development of up to 22 dwellings, with associated car parking, landscaping and formation of new access (Revised Plans and supporting documents submitted 11/12/2017) building – Councillors resolved to further OPPOSE this planning application and would use the same objections as previously stated.






17/04689/ATN – Scotshill Farm, Weir Lane, Whitchurch – Installation of a 22.5m high slim line telecommunications lattice tower with 6no. antennas, 2no. 600mm dishes at heights of 23.5m and 19.1m and 3no. ground based equipment cabinets and ancillary development thereto – Councillors resolved to offer NO OBJECTION to this planning application.


17/04846/ALB – 7 High Street, Whitchurch – Replacement windows and door – Councillors resolved to offer NO OBJECTION to this planning application. 


Following the meeting a planning application for 17/04853/ALB – 27 High Street, Whitchurch was considered via email consultation – Proposed structural works to replace an existing beam with a new beam to strengthen existing floor, proposed underfloor heating system to existing kitchen and the replacement of existing door with new timber door. Councillors resolved to offer NO OBJECTION.
The Clerk was asked to advise AVDC of all planning decisions taken.

ACTION: AMD
The Clerk agreed to send across the planning table recently received from AVDC which shows completions in the village.






ACTION: AMD
10. Highways, Footpaths and Footways

a) To report and update on issues and repairs – Councillor Mark Parrott reported that the road sign at Bushmead Road has still not been repaired.


ACTION: AMD
Councillor Heron reported that she had undertaken another dog poo pick up and asked the Council if dog stickers could be purchased to remind dog walkers to pick up! Councillors agreed and the Clerk was asked to purchase some.


ACTION: AMD

The Clerk was asked to contact Councillor Netta Glover to ascertain the situation with their application for a new bench.





ACTION: AMD
b) To receive an update on the improvements to the wall adjacent to the bus stop in the High Street

c) To discuss and consider report from the Whitchurch Walk which relates to footpaths – Councillor Heron led on this item and reported that the Aylesbury and District Ramblers Association had highlighted issues with five different stiles on their Whitchurch Walk. She confirmed that, at no cost to the Council, two stiles would be replaced by the Ramblers Society. They had gained full permission from the landowners. The list would also be passed across to the Rights of Way Team at Bucks County Council.
11. Street lighting
a) To report and update on issues and repairs – None reported.
12. Finance

a) To agree the accounts for the months ending October and November 2017 – the accounts were agreed as a correct record.
b) To draw cheques – The Council resolved to draw the following cheques:
PCC Whitchurch


chq 633
£16.00

Ann-Marie Davies


chq 634
£441.40

AVDC



chq 635
£576.48

The Community Heartbeat Trust
chq 636
£282.00

JPCS Ltd



chq 637
£540.53

c) To complete new bank signature mandates for new Councillors – A new signature bank mandate prepared by the Clerk was signed by the new Councillor Abby Bond. The Clerk would send through to Lloyds Banks plc.




ACTION: AMD
13. To report on meetings attended on behalf of the Parish Council

a) Winslow Local Area Forum – The date of the next Local Area Forum was 6 March 2018. The Clerk would endeavour to attend.
14. Recreation Ground – The checklist received from Paul Foot was taken away by the Chairman. He agreed to address the minor points raised.




ACTION: AB 
15. To agree the date of the next meeting – The date of the next meeting was agreed as 12 February 2018 at 7.30pm in the St Johns Hall.
Other business

Councillor Caroline Heron reported that she had carried out a collection for the late Dick Reeves. She suggested the purchase of a bench in commemoration and asked for Councillors support. Councillors unanimously agreed.
It was agreed that Councillor Mark Parrott would contact Tuckwells to arrange a sweep at the Recreation Ground. Prior to that the Chairman would contact Terry Lynch to arrange weed spraying.

Councillor Caroline Heron reported that she had noted Oving Parish Council had arranged a tidy up in their Recreation Ground and she planned to do the same in Whitchurch on a Saturday in March.
Signed: 

 

Date  
8 Station Road



Stoke Mandeville

Email annmariedavies55@gmail.com
Aylesbury

Bucks. HP22 5UL


