Whitchurch Parish Council


               Clerk to the Council – Mrs Ann-Marie Davies


Minutes of the meeting of Whitchurch Parish Council on Tuesday 12 January 2016 in the St Johns Hall, at 7.30pm 
Present: - 


Chairman Ashley Bond





Vice Chairman Paul Foot





Councillor Charlotte Lincoln





Councillor David Meakin





Councillor Paul Alderman





Councillor Sue Ford





Councillor Mark Parrott




Plus 10 residents

1. To note apologies for absence: to accept apologies for absence – Apologies were received from County Councillor Netta Glover and District Councillor Janet Blake
2. Open Forum for Parishioners: (under adjournment). A resident commented on the last Parish Council minutes and wanted to advise the group that he and his wife had historical maps and DVD’s of the village and he had also make contact with another resident in the village. As the Editor of the Whitchurch News was in attendance and had been the one to raise the matter previously the two attendees were introduced and would liaise outside of the meeting on this issue.
A Developer, John Curtis attended to speak briefly on a proposed planning application that had not yet, but soon would be submitted to develop 24 Dwellings at the site adjacent to Newman Close, Whitchurch. He reported this was the first address to residents on this issue and there would be further opportunities to ask questions and make comments going forward.  

3. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda: Chairman Ashley Bond declared his interest as Members of the AVDC Strategic Development Control Group and also the Development Management Committee. Councillor David Meakin also declared an interest in the planning application at 56 Oving Road due to the proximity of his own property. Councillor Mark Parrott declared an interest in the proposed development to Hawleys Lane.
4. To confirm the minutes of the meeting of Tuesday 8 December 2015 – the minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record.
5. To update on matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting and agree any further actions required – The Clerk thanked Vice Chairman Paul Foot for completing the checklist for the play area. She agreed to forward the list to the rest of the Councillors.
ACTION: AMD
6. Planning: To discuss planning applications and make recommendation, and to include those 
planning applications received after this agenda is published, if urgent:
15/04328/APP – 56 Oving Road, Whitchurch, Bucks, HP22 4ER – Erection of detached garage to front, provision of front boundary walls and security gate and security gate and relocation of access – Council resolved to OBJECT to this planning application on the grounds that the change would extend the current building line and also the removal of the hedge and installation of a high wall and sliding security gates would constitute overdevelopment and urbanise a rural road.
16/00018/APP – Erection of one dwelling house to the land at Hawleys Lane – Council resolved to OBJECT to this planning application as it outside the envelope of the village.
15/04122/ALB – Removal of existing aluminium/hardwood windows to be replaced with new aluminium windows in stained hardwood liners – Council resolved that it had NO OBJECTION to this planning application. The Clerk was asked to advise AVDC of all three decisions.
The Clerk was asked to obtain an update on the proposed development for 59 dwellings off of the Oving Road.







ACTION: AMD
7. Finance: 
a. To draw cheques
The Council resolved to draw the following cheques:

AVDC


chq 509

£566.50

Ann-Marie Davies

chq 510

£420.64

Aylesbury Mains

chq 511

£96.72

PCC Whitchurch

chq 512

£16.00

Reg Porter


chq 513

£2679.00

Reg Porter had submitted a summary of his charges for grass cutting and maintenance. As costs were unchanged from last year and Councillors were pleased with his service, the Clerk was asked to notify him that the current contract would rollover for 2016.











ACTION: AMD

b. To agree accounts for November 2015 – The accounts for November 205 were agreed as a correct record.
8. Highways, Footpaths & Footways, Street Lighting:
Councillor Sue Ford, of behalf of residents who had approached her, raised several areas of issue at Ashgrove Gardens and North Marston Lane.
Ashgrove Gardens – specifically to the outside of 13, 14, 15, 38 and 41, was suffering from muddy and in some instances now deep and dangerous verges to footways. There were also areas to where North Marston Lane joined Ashgrove Gardens which now had a ‘half-moon’ shaped deep verge. The Clerk was asked to contact VAHT once again to report as a matter of urgency.








ACTION: AMD
The Sandpath was once again brought to the Clerks attention. It was felt that the damaged footway was now full of wet leaves and the chance to injury was now increased. The Clerk advised the group that the Local Area Technician had reported that the budget restraints at Bucks County Council meant that only urgent issues would be attended to up till the new financial year and that it was unlikely this would be considered urgent. Councillors nevertheless asked the Clerk to raise a further report.


ACTION: AMD
It was reported that there was still a car parking on the footway to the corner of Post Office Lane. Also, a hedge to the outside of the same property was overgrown and obscuring vision. The Clerk would ask the Local Area Technician to write to the householder asking for both issues to be addressed.






ACTION: AMD

Councillor Alderman reported a drain appeared to be overflowing opposite his property – in the High Street by Churcheadland Lane. The Clerk would advise the Local Area Technician.









ACTION: AMD

Two issues in Oving Road were also highlighted. A wall had now fallen into the road and signs had been surrounding this for the past two weeks. This was now considered a dangerous structure. Also, further up the Oving Road, by Two Hoots, the bank was now subsiding into the road. The Clerk was asked to report both issues to the Local Area Technician.




















ACTION: AMD

Councillor Mark Parrott reported that the streetlights by the White Swan were still out and that the light he had previously reported in Bushmead Road as being on continuously on, was still on! The Clerk was asked to contact the lighting contractor to find out why these two issues had not yet been attended to. In addition, the green connection boxes appeared to have been left open with wires exposed.





ACTION: AMD
The Clerk had received email correspondence from Mr & Mrs Moore who reported that there was a damaged power line pole 'Oving Road P2' that is due for replacement. The pole is situated in a hedge adjacent to the Jubilee Orchard and appeared to have a nest cavity created by a woodpecker. This had been reported to UK Power Networks in the first week of October and inspected by one of their engineers on 9th October. The engineer has deemed that ‘the pole could do with changing’. Mr & Mrs Moore asked for this issue to be discussed by the Parish Council. Councillor Mark Parrott stated that he had had dealings of this nature in the past and unfortunately it could take up to six months for UKPN to take action and deal. The Clerk was asked to let Mr & Mrs Moore know.















ACTION: AMD
9. Recreation Ground 
a. To discuss issues recently raised by residents in relation to drainage and vermin – The first enquiry related to whether the Parish Council was responsible for the maintenance of the boundary that separates the recreation park from the bungalows at Ashgrove Gardens. The disrepair of the hedgerow meant that dogs could easily access gardens which was unacceptable. Secondly, rubbish and debris had been dumped to this area and the resident thought this could be attributable to why rats had increasingly been seen in and around this area. The resident suggested the pond could be a contributory factor to the rat problem. Councillors discussed these issues at length and were entirely comfortable that the ownership of the rear of the properties was the responsibility of VAHT. A chain link fence used to be in situ which had been installed by the Trust or formerly AVDC and this needed repair. Councillors also disagreed that the rat problem coincided with the installation of the pond and it was felt that rats sought a food source and if rubbish/debris was at the rear of the properties, VAHT should be asked to remove as soon as possible. The Clerk was asked to contact VAHT and advise the resident who had enquired as to Council decision.




ACTION: AMD 
At the previous meeting the Clerk had advised the group that a resident had questioned the positioning of the dog bins and requested that they be moved. Councillor Sue Ford suggested this was not necessary and that it would prove to be a real inconvenience for the staff working for AVDC who had to empty the bins. The Clerk would speak to AVDC about the views of the Council and also enquire as to whether a charge would be levied onto the Parish Council.





ACTION: AMD
Councillor Sue Ford also reported that the access paths from the Meadows to the Orchards were overgrown. She would advise the Clerk of the addresses which would need to be written to, to ask for their cooperation in cutting their vegetation back to a more acceptable level.






ACTION: AMD
10. To consider correspondence and other communications received since last meeting:
a. To consider Whitchurch PC’s involvement in the Queen’s birthday celebrations – Councillor Mark Parrott reported to the group that this item had recently been discussed at the WCCA meeting. He had agreed that he was happy to provide a site and build a beacon to light on the Queen’s birthday date on 21 April 2016. Also, on 11 June 2016 WCCA would be organising a Barn Dance at Beechmoor Farm. The Clerk was asked to try and source more information on local arrangements and would also place an agenda item onto the February agenda for Councillors to discuss and consider a donation to WCCA to help with organising these events.



ACTION: AMD  
b. To consider proposal from Community Impact Bucks to attend February meeting or hold an extraordinary meeting – Disappointingly the Clerk had received notification that Jean Fox would be leaving the employ of Community Impact Bucks in February and would therefore be unable to attend the February Parish Council meeting. Her replacement was Nick Phillips. The Clerk would contact him to check his availability to attend a future meeting.







ACTION: AMD
Before the meeting closed, Councillor Sue Ford wanted it minuted that thanks should be sent through to Ann-Marie Davies the Clerk, as mentioned by Jeremy Sampson at the WCCA meeting for her help and support for them to arrange the Firework Night. Ann-Marie was delighted at the mention and said she had been happy to help.
11. To agree the date of the next meeting – The date of the next meeting would now be held on a MONDAY – 8 February 2016 at 7.30pm in the St Johns Hall.
Signed: 


                    Date
8 Station Road

www.whitchurchpc.org 

Stoke Mandeville

Aylesbury

Bucks HP22 5UL

annmariedavies55@gmail.com


01296 614274


