Whitchurch Parish Council

Clerk to the Council Mrs Ann-Marie Davies

Minutes of the Meeting of Whitchurch Parish Council on Monday 13 November 2017 at 7.30pm in the St Johns Hall. 


Present: 

Chairman Ashley Bond





Vice Chairman Charlotte Lincoln





Councillor Mark Parrott





Councillor Sue Ford





Councillor Paul Alderman





Councillor Abby Bond





County Councillor Netta Glover





Plus 7 residents
1. To receive apologies for absence – Apologies were received from District Councillor Janet Blake and Councillor Caroline Heron. The Chairman welcomed the new Parish Councillor Abby Bond to her second stint on the Parish Council. Abby had served the Parish Council some years previously.
2. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda: to declare any interests and agree any dispensation requests - Chairman Ashley Bond declared his interest as Members of the AVDC Strategic Development Control Group and also the Development Management Committee.

3. Open Forum: (under adjournment) – Jeremy Sampson was in attendance and addressed the Council. He reported that the Firework Night was the most successful yet with over 500 people in attendance. He also stated that he had been a member of WCCA for seven years and as Chairman for five years, and he had now taken the decision to stand down as a member. He thanked the Council for all of their support during his time as Chairman and paid particular thanks to the Clerk Ann-Marie Davies for helping with footway closures and insurance which allowed Firework Night to happen. He gave a gift to the Clerk to offer his thanks. 
Residents in attendance asked for something to be done about leaves down the Sandpath and also Weir Lane.







ACTION: AMD
A further request for the Clerk was to contact the Vale of Aylesbury Housing Trust to report overgrown trees opposite to 33 and 34 Ashgrove Gardens


ACTION: AMD   
County Councillor Netta Glover gave a verbal update to the group. It is attached to these minutes for reference.

4. To agree the minutes of the last meeting held on Monday 9 October 2017 – The minutes were signed and agreed as a correct record.
5. To update on matters arising – The Chairman reported that the Football Club would not be using the recreation ground as the club had folded.
6. To consider correspondence and other communication received since the last meeting.

a) To consider the new VALP and its contents in regards to Whitchurch – Councillors discussed the contents of the VALP. Vice Chairman Charlotte Lincoln stated that it had been useful to receive the full breakdown of where development had happened within the village. It was also acknowledged that development for 22 further dwellings still needed to be found, however in relation to the expectation for other villages, it had to be recognised that Whitchurch had not faired too badly at all. The planning application for the proposed development at Newman’s Close was still being considered by AVDC. The current deadline for the extension time was 30 November 2017. 
b) To discuss proposals to spend the potential £88,000 s.106 funding that would be generated should the Land adjacent to Bushmead Road development progress – This was discussed at length by Councillors. They resolved to choose to spend any forthcoming funds on a drainage scheme to the Recreation Ground together with improved accessibility to and around the outdoor gym area. The Clerk was asked to advise AVDC.
ACTION: AMD 
c) To discuss access issues with the defibrillator in the village – Vice Chairman Charlotte Lincoln told the group of an incident which involved the defibrillator in the village. There had been an event some weeks before where the defibrillator was needed and access instructions had been unclear. Once 999 had been dialled, the operator did not recognise the location of the defibrillator. Due to work by Vice Chairman Charlotte Lincoln, Councillor Paul Alderman and the Clerk, the defibrillator is now fully registered with the Community Heartbeat Team (CHT) and new pads, batteries and torch is now in place. The Clerk was asked to contact the CHT to organise a training session. She would also check signage on other local AED’s to ensure access instructions were clear.

ACTION: AMD 
7. Planning: To discuss planning applications and make recommendation, and to include those planning applications received after this agenda is published, if urgent:

17/03740/APP – Barrettstown Stud Farm, Oving Road, Whitchurch, Buckinghamshire, HP22 4ES – Conversion of stables into two residential units – Councillors resolved to offer NO OBJECTION to this planning application. The Clerk was asked to advise AVDC.










ACTION: AMD
The approved planning application for the amended Passivhaus adjacent to Wayside on the Oving Road was discussed. The Clerk was asked to contact AVDC to request why this application had been approved when former applications for housing had always been declined.









ACTION: AMD 
8. Highways, Footpaths and Footways

a) To report and update on issues and repairs - It was reported that the damaged sign for Bushmead Road had not been repaired, only stood up and the post was still left on the ground. The Clerk was asked to advise TFB.



ACTION: AMD 
The Clerk was asked to speak with the contractor to request that a general clean-up of the village is undertaken i.e. sweeping of leaves at the top of Weir Lane, and the Sandpath (not Ashgrove Gardens area as this is the responsibility of the VAHT), plus siding out outside the Old Courthouse, The Firs and general High Street area. The Clerk was also asked to request that weeds were sprayed in the village around March time next year.










ACTION: AMD

b) To receive an update on the improvements to the wall adjacent to the bus stop in the High Street – The Clerk was asked to contact A J North regarding the works to the wall.
ACTION: AMD

       Street lighting
a) To report and update on issues and repairs – Nothing to report.
9. Finance

a) To agree the accounts for the month ending September 2017 – The accounts were agreed as a correct record.
b) To draw cheques

The Council resolved to draw the following cheques:

Aylesbury Mains Ltd
chq 619
       £37.80

CANCELLED CHEQUE
chq 620


Sign Wizzard

chq 621
       £72.79

Caloo Ltd


chq 622
£12,600.00

Ann-Marie Davies

chq 623
     £386.02

PCC Whitchurch

chq 624
       £16.00

Came & Company

chq 625
       £25.00

Sarah Smethurst

chq 626
       £50.00

The Clerk was asked to request a new signature mandate for our new Councillor, Abby Bond.











ACTION: AMD
c) To consider whether to fund a Play around the Parishes session in 2018 – Councillors considered this request but decided, due to the high cost, to decline this time.
d) To consider the letter from a local resident regarding a donation towards her attendance at the Girl guiding World Scout Jamboree in 2019 – Councillors considered this request for a donation and resolved to donate £50 as they admired the young local resident for working hard to raise all of these monies herself and also for the fact that she was representing the village.

e) To consider and set the precept for 2017/18 – Budget figures had previously been distributed by the Clerk for Councillors to review. The resolved to keep the precept at the same level as was set for 2016/17. The Clerk was asked to notify AVDC.

ACTION: AMD
10. To report on meetings attended on behalf of the Parish Council

a) Winslow Local Area Forum – No meeting held.
11. Recreation Ground – Councillor Sue Ford reported that the Fitness Instructor who held classes in the Recreation Ground had informed her that she would not use the outdoor gym as it was too boggy and wet underfoot to that area.
12. To agree the date of the next meeting – The date of the next meeting was set for Monday 11 December 2017 at 7.30pm in the St Johns Hall.
Signed: 

 

Date  
8 Station Road



Stoke Mandeville

Email annmariedavies55@gmail.com
Aylesbury

Bucks. HP22 5UL


