Whitchurch Parish Council

Clerk to the Council Mrs Ann-Marie Davies

       Minutes of the meeting of Whitchurch Parish Council on Monday 12 September 2016 at 7.30pm in the St Johns Hall.

Present: 

Chairman Ashley Bond





Councillor Sue Ford





Councillor Paul Alderman





County Councillor Netta Glover
1. To receive apologies for absence – Apologies were received from Vice Chairman Charlotte Lincoln, Councillor David Meakin, Councillor Mark Parrott and District Councillor Janet Blake.
2. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda: to declare any interests and agree any dispensation requests – Councillor Ford declared an interest in the planning application for 7 High Street as it is the address of a close friend. Chairman Ashley Bond Chairman declared his interests as Members of the AVDC Strategic Development Control Committee and also the Development Management Committee.

3. To note any applicants received for the vacancy of Parish Councillor and if so, receive their declaration of acceptance of office – One applicant, Mrs Caroline Heron, had been received for the post of Parish Councillor. The Chairman invited Mrs Heron to join the Council and she duly completed her Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
4. Open Forum: – (under adjournment). To receive updates from Bucks County Council and AVDC Councillors. County Councillor Netta Glover updated group on issues currently in focus at Bucks County Council. She drew particular attention to a scheme being supported by Wing village – www.sidebysiderefugees.org On Saturday 22 October between 11 and 3pm the Church will be open to receive household items, clothing, toiletries and some foodstuffs to help the humanitarian aid for refugees in Calais. See website for further details please.
Councillor Netta Glover also told the group that families could now apply for school places online and she stated that once again Bucks County Council had had further successful prosecutions for fly tipping. 

A resident reported that Hemp Platt was now full of overgrown vegetation and in need of a cutback. The Clerk agreed to contact the Community Payback Team to see if they could assist.










ACTION: AMD
Councillor Heron told the group of a very successful scheme operating in Stewkley whereby residents had each been asked and agreed to take on the upkeep of a small part of the village. Councillor Heron would look into this in more detail and bring back to the next meeting.










ACTION: CH
Discussion around the increased amount of dog excrement in the village took place. Councillors agreed there were enough bins in the village at this time and would monitor the situation for the time being.

The Chairman brought forward item 11d to allow contributors to this agenda item to leave shortly after.

     11d) To consider whether to jointly support the WCCA in its Bonfire Night event on 5 
             November and to agree to be covered under our insurance and contact TFB regarding 
             closure of footpaths.  

Jeremy Sampson asked the Parish Council if they were willing once again to jointly host 
            a Bonfire Night event with WCCA and to cover under their insurance. He also asked that 
           the Parish Clerk help with footpath closures as before. Previous risk assessment remains 
           unchanged. All Councillors agreed to these requests.



ACTION: AMD
Councillor Heron felt it was important to encourage attendance at the village firework 
            display so that fewer residents used fireworks at home hence causing less stress to 
            domestic animals.

5. To agree the minutes of the last meeting held on Monday 8 August 2016 – the minutes of the meeting were agreed as a correct record and signed.
6. To update on matters arising – The Clerk wanted to record her thanks to Adam & Karen Walton for producing an advert for Superfast Broadband sign up in the Whitchurch News. The number of people registered had risen to 54, and another 50 was still needed. She also reported that there had been no response as yet from the Bucks Herald following our request to have a weekly column in the Bucks Herald.
7. To discuss the appointment of Councillors to committee/working groups – As Councillor attendance was low at this meeting, Councillors asked for this item to be moved to next month’s agenda for consideration. 






ACTION: AMD 
Councillor Heron volunteered in the interim to look at the Recreation Ground and how it could be improved. She had ideas for outdoor gym equipment and would bring further information along to the October meeting. 

8. To appoint Councillors to work on completing the Local infrastructure Priority List for Whitchurch – Councillors requested this item was moved to the October agenda.
ACTION: AMD

9. To receive update from Councillor David Meakin and Councillor Charlotte Lincoln on the proposed dates for a public meeting to discuss Parish Council issues - Councillors requested this item was moved to the October agenda.

ACTION: AMD

10. To decide whether to take on devolved services from Bucks County Council so that the Parish Council delivers small highway services in the village going forward – A lengthy discussion was had over this item. Councillor Ford raised concerns over the sum being given to the Parish Council to provide this service and asked whether residents would see a rise in their precept going forward should there be a shortfall. Councillors acknowledged that this may be a possibility but the reality was that TFB were carrying out less and less grass cutting in the village and the Parish Council was receiving numerous complaints. Councillors believed they could provide a better service and if this proved to be too costly they could hand the service back to TFB (BCC) in 2019. The agreement was signed and the Clerk was asked to return to BCC. 









ACTION: AMD
The Clerk and the Chairman agreed to work together to source quotes from potential contractors.








ACTON: AMD

11. To consider correspondence and other communication received since the last meeting.

a) To note that the Clerk had submitted an expression of interest for funding from Heart of Bucks – The Clerk advised the group that she had submitted an expression of interest to fund replacement street furniture in the Recreation Ground together with an annual clean up. She would keep Councillors advised of the outcome.


ACTION: AMD
b) To formally adopt the previously circulated risk assessment for Whitchurch Parish Council – Councillors agreed to adopt the policy. Councillor Heron requested sight of the copy. The Clerk would send through via email.




ACTION: AMD
c) To note the correspondence from BCC asking if they could attend our October meeting to let us know how they would like to streamline local government. Councillors to also confirm if they are happy for smaller neighbouring P.C’s to attend – Councillors agreed to this request. The Clerk was asked to advice BCC, and to place on the October agenda.










ACTION: AMD
d) To consider whether to jointly support the WCCA in its Bonfire Night event on 5 November and to agree to be covered under our insurance and contact TFB regarding closure of footpaths – Item brought forward to follow Open Forum – see notes above.  

12. Planning: To discuss planning applications and make recommendation, and to include those planning applications received after this agenda is published, if urgent:

16/02865/ALB – The Old Vicarage, White Horse Lane, Whitchurch, Bucks, HP22 4JZ – Demolition of entrance porch and porch within courtyard of the kitchen. Erection of conservatory. Rebuild garden wall and re-open existing blocked up opening as new gateway entrance to courtyard. Conversion of detached garage into a store/work room and home office and internal alterations – Due to tight timescales Councillors had considered this via email. They resolved to offer NO OBJECTIONS.
16/02521/ALB – 26 High Street, Whitchurch, Bucks, HP22 4JT – Replacement of 5 sliding front sash windows with similar sliding sash windows with 16mm double-glazed glass – Councillors resolved to offer NO OBJECTIONS to this planning application. 

16/03171/ALB – 7 High Street, Whitchurch, Bucks, HP22 4JU – Replacement of windows and central door to rear elevation - Councillors resolved to offer NO OBJECTIONS to this planning application. 
The Clerk was asked to update the AVDC Planning Portal with all three of the Councils decisions.








ACTION: AMD

16/03198/APP – 56 Oving Road, Whitchurch, Bucks, HP22 4ER – Loft conversion into habitable accommodation with dormer window to rear – The Clerk advised Councillors that there was no detailed information which related to this planning application yet showing on the AVDC Planning portal. The Clerk was asked to seek further information and also an extension to the deadline so that this could be given proper consideration at the October meeting.











ACTION: AMD
The Clerk asked the group to note that an appeal had been lodged for 16/00059/REF - the Land Adjacent to Bushmead Road, Whitchurch Bucks for the outline application with all matters reserved for a residential development of 8 houses and formation of new access.

13. Highways, Footpaths and Footways

a) To report and update on issues and repairs – The Chairman advised the group that he had received reports of speeding on the Bushmead Road which appeared to increase when the Moveable Vehicle Activated Sign (MVAS) was moved to the other site in the village. The Clerk advised the group that she had applied to the Winslow and District LAF to help fund another MVAS so that the Bushmead Road sign could remain in situ for a longer period. She would keep the group advised as to the outcome.


ACTION: AMD
Councillor Heron reported that rights of way in the village were becoming increasingly overgrown. She suggested trying to get a group of volunteers/dog walkers together to help cut back these areas. She would report back on progress at future meetings.











ACTION: CH
14. Street lighting
a) To report and update on issues and repairs – It was suggested the light to the give way sign at Bushmead Road was no longer working. The Chairman would check and report to Clerk to arrange repair.






ACTION: AB/AMD
15. Finance

a) To agree the accounts for July 2016 – The accounts for July 2016 were agreed as a correct record.
b) To draw cheques

The Council resolved to draw the following cheques:

H Butterfields Ltd

chq 549
£170.11

PCC Whitchurch

chq 550
£16.00

Ann-Marie Davies

chq 551
£382.90

16. To report on meetings attended on behalf of the Parish Council
a) Winslow Local Area Forum – The Clerk apologised that due to unforeseen circumstances she had been unable to attend the LAF.
17. Recreation Ground – Reg Porter had unable to cut grass in the Recreation Ground due to apple tree branches hanging really low. The Clerk was asked to contact Robin & Heather Moore to request that the fruit trees were pruned to the first part of the Recreation Ground.
ACTION: AMD
The Chairman reported that he and the Clerk had walked the Recreation Ground to check the current state of benches. He felt that all of the benches were in need of either replacement or repair and asked for Councillors permission to replace with longer wearing recycled plastic picnic benches and seats. Councillors supported this proposal. If the Clerk was unable to source funding, the benches and seats would be purchased from Parish Council funds.











ACTION: AMD

It was also reported that the zip wire was in need of tightening due to adult use. The Chairman would arrange for it to be tightened.




ACTION: AB
18. To agree the date of the next meeting – The date of the next meeting was set as Monday 10 October at 7.30pm in the St Johns Hall.
Signed:  



Date 
8 Station Road


Stoke Mandeville

Email annmariedavies55@gmail.com
Aylesbury

Bucks. HP22 5UL


