Whitchurch Parish Council

Clerk to the Council Mrs Ann-Marie Davies

       Minutes of the Meeting of Whitchurch Parish Council on Monday 7 November 2016 at 7.30pm in the St Johns Hall.


Present: 

Chairman Ashley Bond





Councillor Mark Parrott





Councillor Paul Alderman





Councillor Caroline Heron





Councillor Sue Ford 



County Councillor Netta Glover plus 4 residents

1. To receive apologies for absence – apologies were received from Vice Chairman Charlotte Lincoln, Councillor David Meakin and District Councillor Janet Blake.
2. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda: to declare any interests and agree any dispensation requests - Chairman Ashley Bond Chairman declared his interests as Members of the AVDC Strategic Development Control Committee and also the Development Management Committee.

3. Open Forum: – (under adjournment) – Jeremy Sampson reported that the Firework event was a great success and possibly the biggest turnout they had ever seen. He wanted his thanks recorded to the Clerk for her help in the arrangement of footpath closures and also in relation to arranging insuring cover.
County Councillor Netta Glover gave a verbal report to the group. She also mentioned that a Weedon resident had contacted her about the possibility of installing a cycleway from Weedon to Aylesbury. Councillor Glover had spoken to Transport for Buckinghamshire (TFB) and they had indicated a feasibility study would have to be undertaken at an approximate cost of £4000. TFB had conducted a ‘desktop’ exercise and County Councillor Glover would send it to the Clerk for distribution to Councillors. Councillor Heron was aware of a path that existed from Folly Lane in Hardwick through to Berryfields. She would send details of this through to County Councillor Glover.







ACTION: CH
A resident asked for an update on the Barrettstown, Newman Close and Lagoon developments. The Chairman reported that the Barrettstown applications had been refused on appeal, and Newman Close and the Lagoons were still awaiting a decision. The resident asked for these details to be published to the wider community of Whitchurch.
4. To agree the minutes of the last meeting held on Monday 10 October 2016 – the minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record.
5. To update on matters arising – The Clerk referred to the work carried out by Councillors Lincoln, Alderman and Ford on the Local Priorities Infrastructure list. Vice Councillor Lincoln was singled out for particular thanks for bringing the group together and writing up all of the outcomes.
Chairman Bond had checked the condition of the stiles but there was still work to be completed. He would update at a future meeting.





ACTION: AB
Councillor Heron reported on the state of disrepair to the noticeboard in the Recreation Ground. Only one notice on the board was worth keeping. Councillor Heron would check on whether this notice was on display elsewhere in the Recreation Ground before taking action to remove the noticeboard.








ACTION: CH
6. To receive and consider quotes from Grass cutting contractors for 2016/17 - The Clerk reported that only two quotes had been received. Councillors agreed to seek at least one further quote and defer this item to the next meeting.




ACTION: AMD
7. To consider correspondence and other communication received since the last meeting.

a) To note that precept requirement has been requested from AVDC and will be considered at December meeting following updated budget information – The Clerk told the group that there had been a spend of £18325 in the year 2015/16. This was out of a budget of £21540. Whitchurch Parish Council currently receive £51.80 per year per household for their precept from residents in the village. The Clerk would send through further detail on budgets so that an informed decision could be made at the December meeting.

ACTION: AMD
b) To consider whether to participate in the Music in Quiet Places Programme as suggested by AVDC – Councillors decided not to participate in this programme.
8. Planning: To discuss planning applications and make recommendation, and to include those planning applications received after this agenda is published, if urgent:

The Clerk drew the group’s attention to two planning appeals that had been withdrawn. This referred to the two applications for the Land adjacent to Bushmead Road for 14 dwellings and also the application for 13 dwellings which included 2 affordable houses.
16/03799/APP – 14 Little London, Whitchurch, Bucks, HP22 4LE – Single storey rear extension – Councillors resolved to offer NO OBJECTIONS to this planning application.
16/03245/APP – Land adjacent to Wayside, Oving Road, Whitchurch, Bucks – Councillors reported that they had been out to meet and discuss this application with the applicant. After lengthy discussion they agreed to OPPOSE this application on the grounds that the visual boundary between Whitchurch and Oving should be protected and that AVDC should be asked to uphold their previous refusals. The Clerk was asked to advise AVDC of both decisions.











ACTION: AMD
The Chairman advised the group that AVDC had revised their housing requirements in the District and the latest figure for new homes in Aylesbury Vale is now below 27,000 - over 6,000 fewer new homes than the 33,300 figure in the draft local plan. It is worth emphasising that the new figures meant that over half of the new homes required to meet housing needs in the district by 2033, have already been built, have planning permission or are allocated in neighbourhood plans.




9. Highways, Footpaths and Footways

a) To report and update on issues and repairs – Councillor Heron asked the Clerk to contact Thames Valley Police to ask them to change their regular position in Oving Road when doing speed checks as regular users of the road were familiar with this site. ACTION: AMD
The Clerk told the group that the outcome for the bid in to Heart of Bucks to replace benches should be known by the next meeting.

Councillor Heron reported that she was still working on the general village clean up and would keep the group updated on progress.

10. Street lighting
a) To report and update on issues and repairs – The Chairman reported that there was a streetlight out by the bus stop just past Swan Close to the left hand side. The Clerk would report to the contractor.






ACTION: AMD
11. Finance

a) To agree the accounts for September 2016 – The accounts were agreed as a correct record.
b) To draw cheques

The Council resolved to draw the following cheques:-

Mazars LLP

chq 556
£150.00

Ann-Marie Davies

chq 557
£408.89

PCC Whitchurch

chq 558
£16.00

WCCA


chq 559
£12.00

The cheque payable to WCCA was for the purchase of tickets which should have been payable to WCCA but was made payable to Whitchurch Parish Council in error.

c) To consider quotes to install outdoor gym equipment to the Recreation Ground – Councillor Heron updated the group on her activities to help pursue the installation of an outdoor gym to the Recreation Ground. She had undertaken a doorstep survey with local residents. The results had been resoundingly in favour of this project. She had also met on site with a Contractor in order to obtain a quote. The preferred quote for a ‘bundle’ of eight pieces of equipment totalled £12600 (which was inclusive of VAT). After discussion the Council voted in a majority to support this project and the Clerk was asked to submit a bit for half of the costs to AVDC for a Community Chest Project Grant. Councillor Ford voted against this proposal on the grounds that she did not consider the ground at the Recreation Ground suitable for such an installation.

















ACTION: AMD
12. To report on meetings attended on behalf of the Parish Council
a) Winslow Local Area Forum – the next meeting would be held on 8 December 2016. The Clerk intended to attend.
13. Recreation Ground

a) To update on investigations into current state of zip wire – Councillor Heron reported that a Contractor had been on site to rectify the leaning support for the zip wire following the Clerks enquiry to them.
14. To agree the date of the next meeting – Date of the next meeting would be 12 December 2016.  Councillor Ford tendered her apologies for the December meeting. 
Signed:  



Date 
8 Station Road


Stoke Mandeville

Email annmariedavies55@gmail.com
Aylesbury

Bucks. HP22 5UL


