Whitchurch Parish Council

Clerk to the Council Mrs Ann-Marie Davies

       Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Whitchurch Parish Council on Monday 9 May 2016 at 7.30pm in the St Johns Hall

Present: - 


Chairman Ashley Bond





Vice Chairman Paul Foot






Councillor Charlotte Lincoln






Councillor Mark Parrott






Councillor Paul Alderman





County Councillor Netta Glover






District Councillor Janet Blake






Plus 2 residents
1. To note apologies for absence: to accept apologies for absence – apologies were received from Councillor David Meakin and Councillor Sue Ford.
2. To receive a report from the Chair of the Parish Council – Chairman Ashley Bond read a report out to the group and personally thanked each of the Councillors, Clerk, District and County Councillors, and WCCA and Robin & Heather Moore for their contribution to the work of the Parish Council and in the village over the past year. 
3. To receive reports from other Village Organisations – Chairman Ashley Bond noted the previously circulated reports from WCCA and Robin and Heather Moore.

4. To agree the date of the next meeting – Provisionally booked in accordance with standing orders for Monday 8 May 2017.

Signed: 


                    Date  
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Whitchurch Parish Council held in the St Johns Hall on Monday 9 May 2016 at 8pm.

1. Election of the Chairman of the Council and to receive the Chairman’s declaration of acceptance of office or, if not then received, to decide when it shall be received – Councillor Paul Alderman proposed Councillor Ashley Bond to be nominated as Chairman for the year. This was seconded by Councillor Mark Parrott. No other nominations were received. Councillor Ashley Bond was elected for the forthcoming year. He signed his declaration of acceptance of office.
2. To elect a Vice Chairman of the Council and to receive the Chairman’s declaration of acceptance of office or, if not then received, to decide when it shall be received – Chairman Ashley Bond nominated Councillor Paul Foot to be nominated as Vice Chairman for the year. This was seconded by Councillor Paul Alderman. No other nominations were received. Councillor Paul Foot was elected for the forthcoming year. He signed his declaration of acceptance of office.
3. To receive apologies for absence – apologies were received from Councillor David Meakin and Councillor Sue Ford.

4. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda: to declare any interests and agree any dispensation requests - Chairman Ashley Bond declared his interest as Members of the AVDC Strategic Development Control Group and also the Development Management Committee.

He also declared an interest in the forthcoming presentation regarding a proposal to erect lagoons to store digestate on land known as the Gutters.
5. Open Forum: (adjournment) – to include a presentation from Dan Sandrof (Planning Agent from Smallbrook Environmental Ltd) on behalf of Mr Gilder who proposes to construct a set of storage lagoons to store quality digestate fertiliser for agricultural benefit on land known as The Gutters – An informed presentation was received from Dan Sandrof and William Gilder. They advised that an application for planning was expected to be submitted within the following two weeks. Several questions were asked from the Councillors and the floor. Further consideration would be given once an application was received.
A resident thanked the Clerk for helping to source ‘no parking’ cones to assist with parking at the May Feast.  
The Chairman moved agenda item 13 to this point to allow visiting Councillors the opportunity to attend their other scheduled meetings. 

County Councillor Netta Glover and District Councillor Janet Blake both read comprehensive reports which gave an update for annual activities at both the County and District Council – reports are attached to these minutes.  
Councillor Paul Alderman enquired about the Westcar charity which used to be in existence some time ago. None of the Councillors knew the present situation. The Clerk was asked to investigate further.






ACTION: AMD
6. To agree the minutes of the last meeting held on Monday 11 April 2016 – the minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record.

7. To update on matters arising – None.
8.  To review and confirm the Standing Orders – The previously circulated Standing Orders were agreed and adopted for the next year.
9. To review and confirm the Complaints Procedure – The previously circulated Complaints Procedure was agreed and adopted for the next year.
10. To review and confirm the Councillor and Officer Protocols – The previously circulated Councillor and Officer Protocol was agreed and adopted for the next year.

11. To appoint representatives to outside bodies – Councillors chose not to appoint a member to attend the Winslow Local Area Forum (LAF) but asked the Clerk to continue to distribute agendas and minutes from the LAF.
12. To appoint committee/working groups – Following discussion on this issue the Clerk was asked to place this item on the next agenda to enable further discussion.

ACTION: AMD

13. To receive updates from Bucks County Council and AVDC Councillors – See above, reports received under item 5.

14. To receive update from Councillor David Meakin and Councillor Charlotte Lincoln on the proposed dates for a public meeting to discuss Parish Council issues – Councillor David Meakin had been unable to attend this meeting. As a result, Councillor Lincoln asked for this item to roll forward to the next meeting.




ACTION: AMD
15. To consider correspondence and other communication received since the last meeting – The Clerk referred to four items which had been received following the published agenda.
a. ROSPA had advised they would be carrying out the Annual Inspection to the play area during the month of May.

b. The Parish Council insurance renewal was due. Councillors voted to protect further rises and instructed the Clerk to sign up to the 3 year agreement at a cost of £618.46 per annum.

ACTION: AMD

c. A request for a donation to the Churchyard had been received. The Clerk was asked to place on the June agenda for consideration and also to check the date and amount of the last payment made.






ACTION: AMD
d. The Clerk had previously circulated details of the BCC Neighbourhood Projects Toolkit meeting arranged for June. All Councillors decided not to attend this meeting at this time.
16. Planning: To discuss planning applications and make recommendation, and to include those planning applications received after this agenda is published, if urgent:

16/01294/ACL – Grooms Cottage, Barrettstown Stud Farm, Oving Road, Whitchurch, Bucks, HP22 4ES – Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for continued use of the Grooms Cottage for residential use not associated with agriculture – Councillors resolved to raise NO OBJECTION to this application.

16/01258/APP – Old School House, White Horse Lane, Whitchurch, Bucks, HP22 4JZ – Single Storey rear extension - Councillors resolved to raise NO OBJECTION to this application.
The Clerk was asked to inform AVDC of these decisions. 

ACTION: AMD
17. Highways, Footpaths and Footways

a) To report and update on issues and repairs – In her absence an email from Councillor Sue Ford which related to several highway matters was discussed. Parking on pavements was the issue of Thames Valley Police and the Clerk was asked to contact them about several cars in the village which were continually blocking the use of footways.
ACTION: AMD
b) The Clerk was asked to contact AVDC Building Control section to obtain an update on when works could be expected to repair the partially collapsed wall in the Oving Road.










ACTION: AMD

c) The Clerk apologised for leaving off the Recreation Ground on the agenda. Vice Chairman Paul Foot had completed the monthly checklist and the Clerk had circulated to Councillors. The matter of the wobbly posts was not thought to be an issue at this time.
d) More chippings in the Recreation Ground were now needed. Councillor Mark Parrott stated that Butterfields in Aylesbury could maybe provide. The Clerk would follow up.

ACTION: AMD
e) Vice Chairman Paul Foot reported that Russian Vine on the Sandpath really needed cutting back. Chairman Ashley Bond would speak to Terry Lynch to organise.

ACTION: AB

       Street lighting
a) To report and update on issues and repairs – Vice Chairman Paul Foot asked for his action which was to speak to his colleagues about costs to upgrade the streetlights in the High Street to LED to be carried forward to the next meeting.

ACTION: PF
18. Finance

a) To agree the accounts for the year ending March 2016 – the accounts were agreed.
b) To sign off Sections 1 & 2 of the Annual Audit Return for 2015/16 – the Clerk updated the group on the yearend figures and the Chairman and Clerk signed off Section 1 and then Section 2 of the Annual Return. The Clerk would arrange for all forms to be returned to the External Auditors Mazars together with explanatory narrative for the figures.
ACTION: AMD

c) To draw cheques – the Council resolved to drawer the following cheques.
Came & Co 

chq 529
£25.00

L A Orchard

chq 530
£60.00

Ann-Marie Davies

chq 531
£380.04

Aylesbury Mains Ltd
chq 532
£601.80

PCC Whitchurch

chq 533
£16.00

d) To consider the renewal sum of £651.01 for annual Insurance from Came & Co or whether to enter into a three year fixed rate deal – Please see 15.b.

19. To report on meetings attended on behalf of the Parish Council

a) Winslow Local Area Forum – not attended.
20. To agree the date of the next meeting – date of the next meeting agreed as Monday 13 June at 7.30pm in the St Johns Hall.
The Chairman advised the group of the sad news that Terry McCaffrey had passed away earlier in the week. Councillors wanted their condolences noted, together with the recognition of all the community spirited work Terry had carried out in the village.
The meeting closed at 9.17pm.

Signed: 

 

Date 
8 Station Road


Stoke Mandeville

Email annmariedavies55@gmail.com
Aylesbury

Bucks. HP22 5UL


