Whitchurch Parish Council

Clerk to the Council Mrs Ann-Marie Davies

Minutes of the meeting of Whitchurch Parish Council held on Monday 11 July 2016 at 7.30pm in the St Johns Hall 
Present:

Chairman Ashley Bond




Councillor Charlotte Lincoln




Councillor Sue Ford




Councillor Paul Alderman




Councillor Mark Parrott




Councillor David Meakin



County Councillor Netta Glover




District Councillor Janet Blake




Plus 20+ residents
1. To receive apologies for absence – Apologies were received from Councillor Paul Foot.
2. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda: to declare any interests and agree any dispensation requests – Councillor Paul Alderman declared an interest in the planning application for Newman Close. The Chairman declared an interest in the planning application for The Gutters and also Newman Close. He further declared his interest as Members of the AVDC Strategic Development Control Group and also the Development Management Committee.
3. To note resignation of Councillor Vice Chairman Paul Foot and to decide whether to fill the vacancy through co-option – The resignation was noted and Councillors agreed to advertise the vacancy. The Chairman asked the Clerk to write to Councillor Foot to thank him for all his hard work and time on the Council and she was also asked to place the statutory notice to advertise the vacancy on the village noticeboards and website.
ACTION: AMD

4. To elect a Vice-Chairman of the Council – Chairman Ashley Bond nominated Councillor Charlotte Lincoln as Vice Chairman. Councillor David Meakin seconded the proposal. There were no other nominations. Councillor Charlotte Lincoln was elected to the Vice Chairman position on the Parish Council. 
5. Open Forum: – (under adjournment). A resident expressed concern over the state of the Recreation facilities and standard of grass cutting in the village, especially given that the village had entered the Best Kept Village competition this year.
Another resident enquired as to whether the Council could look into supporting the creation of a community database where information could be sent out to local residents swiftly. 

The classification of Whitchurch as a ‘large village’ in the VALP (Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan) was also questioned. Later on in the meeting this was clarified as a village with amenities such as a garage, a shop etc.

The Council was asked if it had any plans to adopt a Neighbourhood Plan for the village.

The Clerk was asked to advise AVDC that there was no yellow planning notice yet erected at Newman Close.







ACTION: AMD
County Councillor read a report on behalf of Bucks County Council. It is attached to these minutes for reference. She also advised residents that Wingrave have a system called iPost which was highly effective and she was happy to share these details with the enquirer.
District Councillor Janet Blake read a report on behalf of AVDC. She urged residents to attend VALP local exhibition events being held in the Vale over the Summer to express their views. 

She highlighted two dates that could be of interest: - 
Buckingham, Community Centre, Wednesday 13 July, 11am to 8pm and Aylesbury     

Friars Square Shopping Centre, Friday 5 August, 10am to 5pm.
Councillor Blake also urged the Council to bid for Community Chest funding before the scheme was closed down in December 2016.

Many residents spoke against planning applications named in these minutes. Their views were taken into consideration and throughout the meeting adjournments were allowed to give residents the opportunity to speak.
Given the amount of residents present, the Chairman decided to move item 11 up the agenda and deal with it so residents could leave and not have to sit through further Council business. 
Planning: To discuss planning applications and make recommendation, and to include those planning applications received after this agenda is published, if urgent:

16/01258/APP - Old School House, White Horse Lane, Whitchurch, Bucks, HP22 4JZ – NOT FOR DECISION – Council noted the amendment to this application and agreed their previous decision to OPPOSE should remain unchanged.

16/01865/APP – 23, High Street, Whitchurch, Bucks, HP22 4JU – Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for an existing continued use of building Class C3 residential use – Councillors resolved to offer NO OBJECTIONS to this application.

16/02318/ALB - 11 Market Hill, Whitchurch, Bucks, HP22 4JB – Replacement of existing
front door and alterations to frame and glazing. Internal alterations including removal of stud partition wall and construction of new stud partition wall - Councillors resolved to offer NO OBJECTIONS to this application.
The Chairman passed the chairmanship to Vice Chairman Councillor Charlotte Lincoln at this point and he left the room due to interests as specified under agenda item 2.

16/01964/AOP – The Gutters – Buckingham Road, Whitchurch, Bucks – Provision of digestate storage lagoons – Following lengthy discussion and involvement from the floor, Councillors unanimously voted to OPPOSE this application.
16/02244/AOP – Land adjoining Newman’s Close, North Marston Lane, Whitchurch, Bucks – Outline application with access and layout to be considered for a site for 22 dwellings - Following lengthy discussion and involvement from the floor, Councillors voted to unanimously OPPOSE this application.
16/02162/AOP – Land to the South of Oving Road, Whitchurch, Bucks – Outline planning application with new access off Oving Road (with all matters reserved except access) for the erection of up to 80 dwellings (use Class C3); together with open space (incorporating LEAP), landscaping and all enabling works - Following lengthy discussion and involvement from the floor, Councillors voted to unanimously OPPOSE this application.
Whilst not an agenda item, it was noted that an appeal by Rectory Homes Ltd had been received by AVDC. This appeal related to the refused planning application for the outline application for 59 dwellings and creation of a new access off Oving Road. The start date for the appeal was 11 July 2016 and would last for six weeks. In light of further new evidence the Parish Council would send a new opposition statement to the Planning Inspectorate.

The Clerk was asked to contact AVDC and relate all of the Councillors decisions on the above-mentioned applications, collate Councils planning related reasons for refusal and post on the planning portal.











ACTION: AMD 

Vice Chairman Councillor Charlotte Lincoln handed the Chairmanship back to Chairman Ashley Bond.
6. To agree the minutes of the last meeting held on Monday 13 June 2016 – the minutes were agreed as a correct record and signed.
7. To update on matters arising – The Clerk reported on three matters arising. First was that she was still trying to make contact with Thames Valley Police Community Payback Team. Second, she asked Councillor Parrott if his contact was keen to take over the village website. Councillor Parrott advised his contact was not willing to do so. Lastly the Clerk asked Councillors if they were happy for her to still invite BCC/TFB to come along to the August meeting to present Devolution. Councillors agreed. The Clerk would advise the contact at BCC for this item.










ACTION: AMD
8. To discuss the appointment of Councillors to committee/working groups – The Clerk was asked to move this item to next month’s agenda as Councillors recognised there was value in setting these up. 







ACTION: AMD
9. To receive update from Councillor David Meakin and Councillor Charlotte Lincoln on the proposed dates for a public meeting to discuss Parish Council issues – Not yet arranged. The Clerk was asked to move this item to next month’s agenda.

ACTION: AMD
10. To consider correspondence and other communication received since the last meeting.

a) To consider the email from Andrew Mills on achieving Superfast Broadband for the village

The Chairman told the group that this was already in hand. Actions to identify a village champion and provide space for works to be carried out had already been set in motion. Whilst work had been undertaken to set up a link to provide information to local residents, there still needed to be 103 residents who would pay the £20 registration fee. This needed to be further promoted so that this scheme could go forward. A resident in the audience offered to contact the village champion with this information. Residents should visit avbroadband.co.uk to register interest.
b) To consider submitting an application for funding to the Heart of Bucks and discuss schemes – Councillors were urged to think about any schemes for funding and bring at least two each back to the August meeting.



ACTION: ALL CLLRS
11. Highways, Footpaths and Footways

a) To report and update on issues and repairs – Councillor David Meakin asked the Clerk to relay his thanks to the road workers in Oving Road for their friendly, polite and helpful manner in which they worked. The Clerk would contact TFB to pass on this information.
ACTION: AMD

     Street lighting
a) To report and update on issues and repairs – The Chairman told the group about the damage to the street light in Swan Close where a lorry had reversed into the column causing it to lean badly and lift the base from the ground. The Clerk had previously reported it as an emergency. The Chairman would check on current situation.


ACTION: AB
12. Finance

a) To agree the accounts for May 2016 – The accounts were agreed as a correct record.
b) To draw cheques

The Council resolved to draw the following cheques:-

Butterfields

chq 540
£248.16

Ann-Marie Davies
chq 541
£394.20

PCC Whitchurch
chq 542
£16.00

BALC


chq 543
£139.91

Mazars the external auditors had asked for the £30,000 listed on the return to be included as a long term rather than a short term investment. The Chairman initialled the changes and the Clerk would send back to Mazars for final sign off.




ACTION: AMD
13. To report on meetings attended on behalf of the Parish Council
a) Winslow Local Area Forum – Not attended.
14. Recreation Ground – Paul Foot had highlighted two areas of concern on his monthly checklist. First was the encroachment of grass/weeds which continued inside the children’s play area. He suggested spraying should take place before the schools broke up for summer. The Chairman would arrange for works to be carried out.
















ACTION: AB
The second issue was whether the bark chips which had been delivered were an acceptable alternative to the previous chippings used. Councillor Sue Ford would take a look and report back and the Clerk would also follow up with the supplier.



ACTION: SF/AMD
15. To agree the date of the next meeting – The date of the next meeting was confirmed as 8 August 2016 at 7.30pm in the St Johns Hall.
Signed:  



Date 
8 Station Road


Stoke Mandeville

Email annmariedavies55@gmail.com
Aylesbury

Bucks. HP22 5UL


