Whitchurch Parish Council

Clerk to the Council Mrs Ann-Marie Davies

       Minutes of the meeting of Whitchurch Parish Council held on Monday 13 June 2016 at 7.30pm in the St Johns Hall.

Present:

Chairman Ashley Bond





Vice Chairman Paul Foot





Councillor Charlotte Lincoln





Councillor Sue Ford





Councillor Mark Parrott




Plus 12 residents
1. To receive apologies for absence – Apologies were received from Councillor David Meakin, Councillor Paul Alderman, District Councillor Janet Blake and County Councillor Netta Glover.
2. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda: to declare any interests and agree any dispensation requests -Chairman Ashley Bond declared his interest as Members of the AVDC Strategic Development Control Group and also the Development Management Committee.

He also declared an interest in the item to be discussed during the open forum which was regarding a proposal to erect lagoons to store digestate on land known as the Gutters.

3. Open Forum: – (under adjournment) – Several residents were in attendance and raised their concerns regarding the now submitted planning application which was for the Provision of digestate storage lagoons at The Gutters, Buckingham Road, Whitchurch. At this point Chairman Ashley Bond passed the Chairmanship to the Vice Chairman Paul Foot and removed himself to the audience. Residents were disappointed that the presentation by the William Gilder Group had not been more widely advertised so they had been given the opportunity to attend. The Clerk stated that the item had been on the agenda which had been displayed on the three public noticeboards in the Village but accepted it could have been more visible. She also stated that as yet no notification of this planning application had been received into the Parish Council at this stage. The Clerk agreed to contact AVDC to check the current status of the planning application and ask that Dunton Parish Council were also notified. She would also speak to the Planning agent to request an urgent public meeting so that residents could pose questions and have their say.









 ACTION: AMD  
THE MEETING/EXHIBITON HAS NOW BEEN BOOKED FOR MONDAY 27 JUNE 2016. ALL WELCOME FROM 4PM TILL 7PM IN THE ST JOHN’S HALL

The partially collapsed wall in the Oving Road was also raised and residents asked the Parish Council to write to the residents to ask when works were expected to be completed and to also request the removal of the cones as they themselves were starting to become a safety hazard to drivers.









ACTION: AMD
Overgrown weeds and encroachment onto the Recreation Ground was reported. The Clerk was asked to contact the Community Payback Team organiser to see if further works would be planned.








ACTION: AMD

Planning Application 16/01258/APP: The Old School House, White Horse Lane, Whitchurch HP22 4JZ was discussed during Open Forum to allow residents present to leave after this item and not sit through further Parish Council business.
Councillors heard representations from both adjoining neighbours to The Old School House and also from the applicant. They resolved to make a site visit at the end of the meeting and would then make their decision.
4. To agree the minutes of the last meeting held on Monday 9 May 2016 – the minutes of the meeting were agreed and signed as a correct record.
5. To update on matters arising – The Clerk had spoken to the PCSO Wendy Taylor and she agreed to sticker cars that were mounted onto the pavements and causing an obstruction. She stated that she had been unable to locate the company to supply wood chippings as suggested by Councillor Mark Parrott. He supplied further detail and the Clerk would action ASAP.










ACTION: AMD 
6. To discuss the appointment of Councillors to committee/working groups – It was decided to move this item to next month’s agenda.




ACTION: AMD
7. To receive updates from Bucks County Council and AVDC Councillors – Councillors not present and no reports received.
8. To receive update from Councillor David Meakin and Councillor Charlotte Lincoln on the proposed dates for a public meeting to discuss Parish Council issues - It was decided to move this item to next month’s agenda.




ACTION: AMD 
9. To consider correspondence and other communication received since the last meeting. The Clerk reported two items having been received since the agenda had been published. The first was an email from Andrew Pain who had enquired as to whether the Parish Council would be writing a further piece on the late Terry McCaffrey and also what plans the Parish Council had to advertise the vacancy for the web editorship. The Clerk was asked to let Mr Pain know that the Parish Council had already included their sincere condolences on the passing of Terry McCaffrey and Councillor Mark Parrott reported that he may have someone in mind to take over the web editorship. He would enquire and let the Parish Council know. 
ACTION: MP & AMD
Councillors also felt that maybe it was timely to merge the two existing websites for the Village. This would clearly be dependent on the outcome of the appointment of a web editor.
The second matter was the Clerks suggestion to invite a presentation from TFB/BCC on the devolution of small highways services to the Parish Council. The grass cutting service in the village was at an unacceptable level and all agreed that some action going forward needed to be taken. Councillors agreed to this suggestion and the Clerk was asked to invite representatives along to the July meeting. In the interim Councillors agreed to instruct a local contractor to do works in the village when safety/visibility was a concern.


ACTION: AMD

10. Planning: To discuss planning applications and make recommendation, and to include those planning applications received after this agenda is published, if urgent:

16/01258/APP - Old School House, White Horse Lane, Whitchurch, Bucks, HP22 4JZ – To discuss and review decision made at previous meeting – Following the site visit to the neighbour’s property the Council voted unanimously to OPPOSE this planning application. This was on the material consideration of ‘'Impact on private and public amenity:  overlooking, shadowing, loss of privacy....'
16/01343/AOP – Land adjacent to Bushmead Road, Whitchurch, Bucks – Outline application with all matters reserved for a residential development of 8 houses and formation of new access – Councillors voted 3:1 to NO OBJECTIONS to this application. However, the Clerk was asked to comment on the application that the upstairs windows to number 8 should be obscured and all hedge planting should be of a sympathetic nature.
16/01696/APP – The Stable Block, The Firs, High Street, Whitchurch, Bucks, HP22 4LL – External alterations to building (amendment to planning permission 15/02194/APP) – Councillors voted unanimously to offer NO OBJECTIONS to this planning application.

16/01881/APP -  6 Swan Close, Whitchurch, Bucks, HP22 4LF – Conversion of garage into additional living accommodation including replacement of garage door with window and insertion of new door to side elevation - Councillors voted 3:1 to NO OBJECTIONS to this application.
16/01525/APP – Hurdlesgrove Farm, Hurdlesgrove Hill, Hoggeston, Buckinghamshire HP22 4EJ – Erection of an agricultural building – Councillors voted unanimously to offer NO OBJECTIONS to this application. 
The Clerk was asked to notify AVDC of all these planning decisions.

ACTION: AMD
11. Highways, Footpaths and Footways

a) To report and update on issues and repairs – Councillor Sue Ford reported that the damaged pavement to the outside of 42/44 Ashgrove Gardens which had caused injury to a local resident had still not been repaired. The Clerk was asked to contact the Local Area Technician to ask for an update.





ACTION: AMD
b) The Clerk was also asked the raise the issue of jet draining to the High Street and ask when further jetting could be expected.





ACTION: AMD
12. Street lighting
a) To report and update on issues and repairs – None.
13. Finance

a) To agree the accounts for April 2016 - the accounts were agreed as a correct record.
b) To draw cheques. 
The Council resolved to draw the following cheques:
Came & Co

chq 534
£618.46

PCC Whitchurch

chq 535
£16.00

Playsafety Ltd

chq 536
£130.20

Ann-Marie Davies

chq 537
£393.80

Lynch Garden Services
chq 538
£90.00

PCC Whitchurch

chq 539
£350.00

c) To consider making a donation towards the upkeep of the churchyard – Councillors agreed to donate £350 to the Church. See details under item 13.b.
d) To consider making a donation towards the Waddesdon & Whitchurch Children’s Centre – Councillors had a lengthy discussion about this request for funding. As they had no direct knowledge of residents in the village using this service and as this had not been budgeted for, they decided not to donate at this time. The Clerk was asked to advise the Charity Action for Children.








ACTION: AMD 
14. To report on meetings attended on behalf of the Parish Council
a)  Winslow Local Area Forum – Nothing to report.
15. Recreation Ground – The annual ROSPA report had been received and the Clerk highlighted three areas rated as of MEDIUM risk. 1. To display an advisory notice which advised users of the play equipment to be careful. 2. To suggest that the seat to the zipwire is periodically checked for wear and tear. 3. To top up with wood chippings so as to provide adequate protection. 
Councillors felt a further sign was not needed. The seat was checked on a monthly basis, and the Clerk was already seeking to order four builders bags worth of wood chippings.
16. To agree the date of the next meeting – the date of the next meeting was agreed as Monday 11 July at 7.30pm in the St Johns Hall.
Signed:  



Date 
8 Station Road


Stoke Mandeville

Email annmariedavies55@gmail.com
Aylesbury

Bucks. HP22 5UL


