Whitchurch Parish Council

Clerk to the Council Mrs Ann-Marie Davies

       Minutes of the meeting of Whitchurch Parish Council on Monday 12 December 2016 at 7.30pm in the St Johns Hall

Present:

Chairman Ashley Bond





Vice Chairman Charlotte Lincoln





Councillor David Meakin





Councillor Paul Alderman





Councillor Mark Parrott





Councillor Caroline Heron 




Plus 3 residents

1. To receive apologies for absence – Apologies were received from Councillor Sue Ford and District Councillor Janet Blake.
2. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda: to declare any interests and agree any dispensation requests - Chairman Ashley Bond Chairman declared his interests as Members of the AVDC Strategic Development Control Committee and also the Development Management Committee.

3. Open Forum: – (under adjournment). Two residents were in attendance to speak about the planning application for 10 Firs Close, Whitchurch. They addressed the Parish Council to let them know that a covenant was in place for this address which should preclude the proposed application to enclose the property by means of a 1.8m fence. The Chairman thanked the residents for the information and would take this into consideration when making a decision to either support or object the application.
To allow residents the opportunity to leave and not stay for the whole meeting, the Chairman moved 10 Firs Close up to this point on the agenda. 
16/04043/APP – 10 Firs Close, Whitchurch, Bucks, HP22 4LH – Removal of current wall and replacement with 1.8m fencing enclosing garden to the side of the property – Councillors discussed this application and resolved to OPPOSE this application on the grounds that a covenant was in place which was considered as planning law.
The Clerk was asked to advise AVDC.





ACTION: AMD
District Councillor Janet Blake had forwarded a written update which related to the Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan. The housing land supply figures for AVDC have reduced from 33,000 to 27,000 across the Vale. In addition, Wycombe have now entered into an agreement with them to take 1700 dwellings.

4. To agree the minutes of the last meeting held on Monday 7 November 2016 – The last minutes were agreed as a correct record and signed.
5. To update on matters arising – The Clerk updated the group on the following – She asked the Chairman for an update on the stiles in the village. The Chairman agreed to report back to the next meeting.








ACTION: AB
She asked Councillor Heron for an update on the removal of the noticeboard in the Recreation Ground – Councillor Heron reported that Christmas posters were on the board at the present time so she would leave in situ and remove after Christmas.


ACTION: CH
She told the group that despite trying to contact a fourth Contractor to quote for the grass cutting contract there had been no response.

6. To receive and consider quotes from Grass cutting contractors for 2016/17 – The Clerk had supplied copies of all three quotes received to Councillors for their consideration. Contractors were referred to as A, B and C as there was commercially sensitive information being discussed. After lengthy consideration the Clerk was instructed to notify Terry Lynch that the Parish Council would like to offer him a contract up to the end of March 2018 with a review to rollover. She was also asked to notify the other two contractors of the outcome and thank them for their interest.
ACTION: AMD

7. To consider correspondence and other communication received since the last meeting – Included under agenda items.
8. Planning: To discuss planning applications and make recommendation, and to include those planning applications received after this agenda is published, if urgent:

16/03966/APP – Spencer House, Little London, Whitchurch, Bucks, HP22 4LE – Part single, part two storey rear extension. Part single, part two storey first floor extension with conversion of garage into living accommodation – Councillors considered this application and resolved to offer NO OBJECTION.
16/04027/APP – Barrettstown Manor Farm, Oving Road, Whitchurch, Bucks, HP22 4ES – Rear extension to existing agricultural barn – Councillors discussed this at length and decided as a majority to vote to OPPOSE this planning application on the grounds that they did not feel the business specified by the applicant warranted this form of kind of extension.

16/04162/ALB – The Old Vicarage, Whitehorse Lane, Whitchurch, Bucks, HP22 4JZ – Replacement of some single glazed sashes to double glazed sashes within existing frames – The Council resolved to offer NO OBJECTION to this application. The Clerk was asked to notify AVDC of all three decisions.






ACTION: AMD
The Clerk reported that following an enquiry to AVDC she was advised that the planning application for the lagoons at The Gutters ‘was likely to be recommended for refusal on the basis of insufficient evidence having been submitted to demonstrate that this is the most appropriate site for this type of development and that the development could not be better located elsewhere in the district in a less sensitive location.’ It should be noted that this was ‘informal advice’ only as no decision had yet been made.
9. Highways, Footpaths and Footways
a) To report and update on issues and repairs – The Clerk had received a complaint from a local resident about the size of the vehicles using the Waddesdon - Oving  - Whitchurch road  which was being used as a cut through/short cut to the Incinerator. Several signs in the village have been damaged and broken and he asked whether a weight limit on this road should be considered. Councillors advised the Clerk that this had been looked into previously about five or six years ago. Following an onsite meeting and traffic survey it had been revealed that the damage to signage had come about from local farm machinery and any weight limit imposed would have had a negative effect on local businesses. The Clerk was asked to notify the enquirer.

















ACTION: AMD 

Councillor Heron had continued to carry out her work on footways in the village. She suggested to the group that to help with the alleviation of dog excrement, stickers could be purchased to place on existing litter bins which graphically showed that these bins could also be used to dispose of dog waste also. The Council agreed this proposal and the Clerk was asked to source stickers.





ACTION: AMD
 
b) To receive quotes and decide on a Devolved Services contractor for 2017/18 – Duplication – already discussed under agenda item 6.
10. Street lighting
a) To report and update on issues and repairs – After investigation by the Chairman it was discovered that the report of lights out by the roundabout did not appear to be correct so no action had been taken.
11. Finance

a) To agree the accounts for October 2016 - The accounts were agreed as a correct record. 
b) To draw cheques

The Council resolved to draw the following cheques:-

PCC Whitchurch

chq 560
£16.00

Ann-Marie Davies

chq 561
£419.00

Aylesbury Mains Ltd

chq 562
£183.24

Reg Porter


chq 563
£2685.00

Aylesbury Mains

chq 564
£78.72

c) To consider and set precept for 2017/18 – Following budget information sent through by the Clerk, Councillors agreed to keep the precept amount the same as for 2016/2017 - £51.80 per household per annum. The Clerk was asked to notify AVDC.

ACTION: AMD

d) To update on Community Chest Grant funding – The Clerk advised the group that the bid for Community Chest funding for £6000 towards outdoor gym equipment had now been submitted and the outcome would be advised in January 2017.
Councillors agreed to rollover the sum of Council funds in the Fixed Term Deposit account. No action was needed to be taken by the Clerk.

12. To report on meetings attended on behalf of the Parish Council
a) Winslow Local Area Forum – The Chairman and the Clerk had attended the December Local Area Forum which was held at the Greatmoor Energy for Waste site. This site was available for guided tours by groups or individuals and anyone interested should contact Jez Elkin on 01296 383633 or jez.elkin@fccenvironment.co.uk
We received good news that the Clerks bid for funding on behalf of the Parish Council for an extra Mobile Vehicle Activated Sign in the village had been agreed. The Parish Council would receive approximately £1500 towards this project.

The Big Society reported on their initiative to Befriend a person over the age of 75. This initiative was looking for any person who could offer some time to make a phone call to an older person approximately once a fortnight. More details can be found through calling 01296 382876.

The next Local Area Forum would be held on 9 March 2017.

13. Recreation Ground – Councillor Heron asked the group to consider upgrading the seating in the Recreation Ground. She would source quotes and bring back to the January meeting for consideration by Councillors. 


















ACTION: CH
14. To agree the date of the next meeting – The date of the next meeting would be held on 9 January 2017 at 7.30pm in the St Johns Hall.
The Group thanked Councillor Heron for supplying nibbles and Mulled wine!
Signed:  



Date 
8 Station Road


Stoke Mandeville

Email annmariedavies55@gmail.com
Aylesbury

Bucks. HP22 5UL


