Whitchurch Parish Council

Clerk to the Council Mrs Ann-Marie Davies

       Minutes of the Meeting of Whitchurch Parish Council on Monday 8 August 2016 at 7.30pm in the St Johns Hall.

Present:

Chairman Ashley Bond





Vice Chairman Charlotte Lincoln





Councillor Sue Ford





Councillor Mark Parrott




County Councillor Netta Glover





District Councillor Janet Blake





Plus 5 residents
1. To receive apologies for absence – Apologies were received from Councillor David Meakin and Councillor Paul Alderman.
2. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda: to declare any interests and agree any dispensation requests – The Chairman declared his interests as Members of the AVDC Strategic Development Control Committee and also the Development Management Committee.
3. To note any applicants received for the vacancy of Parish Councillor – The Clerk reported that AVDC had not received more than 10 applicants for the vacancy therefore an election was not necessary. One applicant had been received from a Mrs Caroline Heron. Caroline was unable to attend this meeting but would attend the September meeting to be co-opted onto the Council.
4. To receive a presentation from Bradley Ford on behalf of Bucks County Council on the devolution of small highway services to Parish Councils – The Clerk had been asked to organise a presentation regarding devolved services as the Parish Council had received an increasing number of complaints regarding lack of grass cutting etc. in the village. The current grass cut by Transport for Buckinghamshire is four cuts a year. Bradley Ford gave an informative and comprehensive presentation to the Parish Council on the option of joining Tranche 3 of the Devolution initiative. This initiative is whereby Parish and Town Councils take on the grass cutting and small highway works in return for an annual payment from Bucks County Council (BCC). This payment is guaranteed until 2019 and then Parish Councils can either return the service back to BCC or continue to deliver it themselves. Any Contractor delivering the service would need to attend a safety briefing delivered by BCC and would also have to have £10milllion public lability insurance. This decision needed to be made by 30 September 2016 as there was no guarantee a fourth Tranche would be offered next April. The Clerk was asked to obtain more detailed information by email for Councillors to digest and also to place this item on the September agenda for consideration. 
ACTION: AMD

5. Open Forum: – (under adjournment) - Councillors received updates from Bucks County Council and AVDC Councillors. County Councillor Netta Glover told the group that Carers could now apply for a discount card which could be used locally. She reminded the group that the Fire Service would also carry out a fire test to your home and install a fire alarm for free. The Adult Social Care service had highlighted that loneliness was a significant killer and if anyone had any details regarding people suffering from loneliness they should let the County Councillor know and she would report it to the Prevention Matters officers.
District Councillor Janet Blake advised the group of an extra date AVDC had added to the Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan (VALP) consultation events. The date was Thursday 11 August at the Oculus from 5-8pm.

She also informed the group that the ‘take up’ of the AV Broadband service had so far been really poor. Less than 20 people had registered and 105 were needed to take the project further. 

Councillor Blake reported that AVDC were working on three different scenarios for Unitary authority across the Vale. Once the business cases were ready, Parish and Town Councils would be consulted.

6. To receive an update on progress of achieving Superfast Broadband to the village by Adam Walton, village champion – Adam Walton a local resident who had volunteered to act as the Village Champion for Superfast Broadband in Whitchurch gave an update on where we were in terms of obtaining Superfast Broadband. He reported that he had spoken to BT Open reach and they had confirmed they had no intention of bringing their services to Whitchurch.  

Adam was also aware of the poor registration take up and would contact Aylesbury Vale District Council to ensure a direct link to sign up was available on their web page. The existing Facebook page already contained the link. It was agreed the lack of take up needed to be addressed. The Clerk was asked to liaise with Adam and Karen Walton to place an advert in the Whitchurch News. 






ACTION: AMD/AW
There was also a suggestion that the Parish Council have a column in the weekly Bucks Herald. The Clerk would look into this initiative.



ACTION: AMD
It was noted that the lead for AV Broadband, Andrew Mills, would be at the Winslow LAF on September 8 2016. The Clerk offered to attend to represent Whitchurch.











ACTION: AMD

7. To agree the minutes of the last meeting held on Monday 11 July 2016 - the minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record.

8. To update on matters arising – The Clerk updated the group on the following matters which arose from the last set of minutes:-
a) The planning notice had now been erected at Newman Close.

b) She had passed on the thanks from Councillor Meakin to TFB for the manner in which they delivered their works on the Oving Road. It was gratefully received.

c) The Chairman confirmed the streetlight in Swan Close appeared to look safe.

d) The Chairman confirmed the weed spraying to the play area had been completed. 
e) The new chippings to the play area had now been received and spread.
9. To discuss the appointment of Councillors to committee/working groups – Councillors agreed this would be a productive way of working going forward. Initial groups suggested were for Planning and the Recreation Ground. The Clerk was asked to move this item to the next meeting agenda after co-option should have taken place. 
10. To receive update from Councillor David Meakin and Councillor Charlotte Lincoln on the proposed dates for a public meeting to discuss Parish Council issues – As Councillor Meakin was not in attendance the Clerk was asked to move this item to the next meeting agenda.









ACTION: AMD
11. To consider correspondence and other communication received since the last meeting.

a) To receive ideas from Councillors on future bids into the Heart of Bucks and then discuss suitable schemes – Vice Chairman Charlotte Lincoln suggested funding was sought to improve and replace the park benches in the village which were currently sited by the Doctors surgery, halfway down Weir Lane and to the outside of the garage. The Clerk was 

also asked to enquire as to whether an annual tidy up could also be funded. 

ACTION: AMD

Councillor Sue Ford agreed to investigate costings to provide hanging baskets in the village and would let the Clerk know so a bid could be made.


ACTION: SF
The Clerk told the group that Whitchurch had achieved a Highly Commended certificate in the Best Kept Village competition for 2016. The clean and tidy exterior of the White Swan public house and the garage were both specifically mentioned by the judges. The Clerk was asked to write to both on behalf of the Parish Council to thank them for their contribution. She was also asked to display a copy of the certificate onto the village noticeboards.











ACTION: AMD  

12. Planning: To discuss planning applications and make recommendation, and to include those planning applications received after this agenda is published, if urgent:

APPEAL - 16/00045/REF – APP/J0405/W/16/3150656 – Land adjacent to Bushmead Road, Whitchurch, Bucks – Outline application with all matters reserved for a residential development of 13 dwellings including11 market houses and 2 affordable houses and formation of new access. Start date for appeal is 13 July 2016 for 6 weeks.
APPEAL - 16/00046/REF – APP/J0405/W/16/3150656 -  Land adjacent to Bushmead Road, Whitchurch, Bucks – Outline application with access and layout to be considered and all other matters reserved for a residential development of 14 dwellings and formation of new access. Start date for appeal is 13 July 2016 for 6 weeks.
The rules pertaining to Appeals is such that any objections previously made would all be forwarded to the Inspectorate. This meant there was no further comments to add to the previous objections. However, Councillor Sue Ford asked that the Clerk try and find out what the reference to ‘2 affordable houses” actually meant in real terms.

ACTION: AMD

13. Highways, Footpaths and Footways

a) To report and update on issues and repairs – No issues raised.
14. Street lighting
a) To report and update on issues and repairs – No issues raised.
15. Finance

a) To agree the accounts for June 2016 – the accounts were agreed.
b) To draw cheques

The Council resolved to drawer the following cheques:

H Butterfields Ltd

chq 544
£297.70 (raised and signed between meetings)

Lynch Garden Services
chq 545
£170.00

Ann-Marie Davies

chq 546
CHEQUE CANCELLED – incorrect amount raised 

PCC Whitchurch

chq 547
£16.00

Ann-Marie Davies

chq 548
£406.25

16. To report on meetings attended on behalf of the Parish Council
a) Winslow Local Area Forum – next LAF 8 September 20116 – AMD to attend.
17. Recreation Ground – No checklist received as at time of meeting. No issues raised.
18. To agree the date of the next meeting – the next meeting was arranged for Monday 12 September at 7.30pm in the St Johns Hall.
Signed:  



Date 
8 Station Road


Stoke Mandeville

Email annmariedavies55@gmail.com
Aylesbury

Bucks. HP22 5UL


