Whitchurch Parish Council


               Clerk to the Council – Mrs Ann-Marie Davies


Minutes of the Meeting of Whitchurch Parish Council on Monday 11 April 2016 in the St Johns Hall, commencing at 7.30pm
Present: -

Chairman Ashley Bond




Vice Chairman Paul Foot




Councillor David Meakin




Councillor Paul Alderman




Councillor Sue Ford




Councillor Mark Parrott



Plus 6 residents
1. To note apologies for absence: Apologies were received from Councillor Charlotte Lincoln and County Councillor Netta Glover.
2. To receive a presentation from Jean Fox, Rural Housing – to include Neighbourhood Plans – Jean Fox gave a presentation to the group with particular emphasis on Neighbourhood Plans. In her expert opinion from 13 years of working to enable rural housing, her advice was that Whitchurch Parish Council need not go down the route of creating a Neighbourhood Plan for the village. She had identified areas for growth in the district and Whitchurch did not form part of future proposals. She showed maps from AVDC which supported this fact. As an alternative, she said the Parish Council could consider a ‘Community Right to Build Order’ which was a document which identified where the Parish Council would accept new housing. Government funding could be available to assist if appropriate. She took a question from the floor which related to where maps could be accessed on the AVDC website and the Chairman thanked her for her attendance. 
3. Open Forum for Parishioners: (under adjournment) – A resident raised her concerns about the parking arrangements at Ashgrove Gardens during the May Feast. Following discussion the Clerk was asked to contact the Local Area Technician to see if parking cones could be loaned to assist the event from Transport for Buckinghamshire.




ACTION: AMD
The Clerk was also asked to advise WCCA so that they were also aware of the concerns.












ACTION: AMD
A resident drew the Councils attention to an event at Aylesbury Waterside Theatre on Thursday 14 April at 6-6.30pm in the Second Space. It was an event to discuss rural affairs and more information could be found at cla.org.uk 
4. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda: - Chairman Ashley Bond declared his interest as Member of the AVDC Strategic Development Control Group and also of the Development Management Committee.
5. To confirm the minutes of the meeting of Monday 14 March 2016 – the minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record.
6. To update on matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting and agree any further actions required – The Chairman advised that he had been in discussion with Weedon Parish Council and they were unable to have a joint purchase for chipping’s as they no longer used them.
7. To receive an update from Councillor David Meakin and Councillor Charlotte Lincoln on the proposed dates for a public meeting to discuss Parish Council priorities – Councillor David Meakin advised the group that this item was still ‘a work in progress’ and asked the Clerk to place on the May agenda for further consideration.



ACTION: AMD
8. Planning: To discuss planning applications and make recommendation, and to include those 
planning applications received after this agenda is published, if urgent:
a) 16/00859/APP -  The Firs, High Street, Whitchurch, Buckinghamshire, HP22 4JU – Erection of one detached dwelling – Amendment to unit 1 approved under planning reference 12/02463/APP comprising the inclusion of 2nd floor windows and third bedroom – Councillors were unwilling to make a decision on this application without further information on the windows and which way they would face. Only then could they determine if there would be any overlooking issues. The Clerk would get further information from AVDC and pass to Councillors.
ACTION: AMD
b) 16/01057/APP – 27 Ashgrove Gardens, Whitchurch, Buckinghamshire, HP22 4JL – Erection of single storey rear extension – Councillors discussed this application and unanimously voted they had NO OBJECTION. The Clerk was asked to advise AVDC.
ACTION: AMD
9. Finance: 

a) To draw cheques
The Council resolved to draw the following cheques:-

Aylesbury Mains Ltd

chq 524
£91.20

Ann-Marie Davies


chq 525
£370.94

Ringway Jacobs


chq 526
£3746.40

PCC Whitchurch


chq 527
£16.00

AVALC



chq 528
£25.00

b) To agree accounts for February 2016 – the accounts for February were agreed as a correct record.
c) To decide whether to renew the subscription to AVALC – Councillors agreed to support the AVALC and a cheque for £25 was raised (see point 9.a for details)
10. Highways, Footpaths & Footways, Street Lighting:
a) To receive an update from Councillor Foot on the proposition to upgrade streetlights to LED bulbs – Councillor Paul Foot reported to the group that colleagues of his working in street lighting advised that disconnection of supply should not be necessary just to replace existing bulbs with an LED type. He would ask his colleagues if they could quote to do the works.










ACTION: AMD 
The Clerk would speak to our lighting contractors to ascertain specific costs.










ACTION: AMD
The Chairman asked the Clerk to chase up the Local Area Technician in writing to the resident at Post Office Lane to remove the vehicle from the footway.











ACTION: AMD 

The Clerk was asked to chase the repair to the streetlight at Two Hoots.










ACTION: AMD
11. Recreation Ground – Councillor Paul Foot had completed the monthly checklist for the Recreation Ground which the Clerk had duly circulated to the rest of the Councillors. Whilst not an area for any concern, he highlighted the prolonged wet spell and the resultant slippiness of some of the wooden play equipment. It was also felt that if the Recreation Ground was badly churned up after the May Feast it could need flattening. A decision would be made following the event.
12. To consider correspondence and other communications received since last meeting:
a. To discuss the future use of the Whitchurch News to publicise Parish Council minutes – Councillors felt that the full minutes were too long for publication in the Whitchurch News. The Clerk was asked to provide an annotated version going forward.
ACTION: AMD
Other items received for correspondence following the publication of the agenda were highlighted by the Clerk and were as follows:- 

County Councillor Netta Glover’s written report.
Parish Planning Event for Clerks and Councillors on 24 and 25 May 2016.

A resident had informed the Clerk about a book written by the Cheshire family which highlighted the Cheshire family and many other interesting facts about the families and life in our village over the past many centuries. More details will follow.
13. To agree the date of the next meeting – the date of the next meeting was set as Monday 9 May at 7.30pm. This would be the Annual Meeting of the Parish and also the Annual Parish Meeting.
Signed: 


                    Date
8 Station Road

www.whitchurchpc.org 

Stoke Mandeville

Aylesbury

Bucks HP22 5UL

annmariedavies55@gmail.com


01296 614274


