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NEWSLETTER July 2026

Chairperson’s Report:

Update on bench / anniversary:

We are still looking for a suitable location to site a bench. We are working with West
Lancashire Parks and Countryside Service and hoping to find a place within one of the
amenity sites they manage.

The cost of a bench and installation is significant and we will need to bid for funding when
we know the location.

One recce has been done and another is planned in the next week.

Traffic problems / delays particularly around Burscough have been an issue with
walkers not being able to arrive on time for the start of walks.

We recommend that walkers arrive 15 minutes before the planned start but a call to the
leader if you think you can arrive within 5 minutes of the start and the leader will advise if
they are able to wait for you or possibly another walker who knows the route may be able
to wait so you can catch up.

Other than the designated summer evening walks and the Christmas celebration walk the
start time is 13:00.

Serious incident with dogs on 24 Feb 2026, whilst doing a recce for a planned walk. A
Community Protection Notice has been issued by West Lancashire Council but no
update has been received from either the Police or the dog warden.

Clarification on three aspects of the group’s guidelines for members and visitors.

Dogs on walks: This information is available on our website under the FAQ section. It is
regularly mentioned on our Facebook page.

We ask that you contact the walk leader (phone number on the Walk Programme and
each Event) or email the group (westlancashirefootpathgroup@gmail.com) to ask about
the particular walk that interests you. If you do bring your dog, please keep it on a lead
for the duration of the walk and ensure that you use a fixed, not extending lead.
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Any members who don’t like dogs being nearby or close to them can make their concern
known to a member of the committee. On individual walks please alert the walk leader or
a committee member, if one is present, so the situation can be monitored.

Family membership: = 2 adults and the children (under 16) they care for.

Getting ahead of the leader on walks: This isn't recommended on our walks. Leaders
should mention this at the start of walks particularly if new or visiting walkers are
attending.

Green Fayre:

The fayre is planned for 18" & 19t July 2026 it is planned that we shall share the stand
with West Lancashire Ramblers again this year.

Footpath Issues:

To date in 2026 we have completed 13 reports to PROW. As a group we only report
issues that we come across on our planned walks within West Lancashire.

An enquiry was made to PROW regarding the ploughing and planting across footpaths,
their guidance is that walkers can follow the route of the proper path but be sure about it.

A report has also been made about the Cheshire Lines: The path that is in Haskayne is a
route we use on our walks and the issue is of interest as it has highlighted a significant
issue. Wires have been put across the path but PROW have responded that because the
wires are lower than stile height they are OK. Chris Rimmer is going to follow up on this
as they do represent a serious trip hazard.

We are aware that private property signs have gone up across the Halsall Estates. They
appear to be on “desire lines” rather than PROW.

The ongoing issue at Mere Brow has been referred to PINS by Open Spaces and may be
a long time getting a resolution due to PINS backlog of work.

There are a number of ongoing cases and the information is available on the website with
pictures and details.

Membership Update:

Currently we have 81 paid members, including 2 family memberships. The reminder
emails have generated some renewals.

If any member is aware of others who may have previously been ‘paid members’, please
encourage them to re-join and come along to our walks.

Treasurer Update:
We have incurred £1.95 bank charges during March/ April.

We will do a grant application for the anniversary bench when we have location details
and expected costs.



Website and Facebook update:
Both the website and Facebook group have continued to run smoothly.

There are currently in excess of 1500 members on Facebook. Occasionally there is
confusion when walkers complete the walk attendance log; but non-members are contacted
if they attend two walks to remind them of the membership requirements.

Below is a link to the website which is hosted for us by e-voice.

https://e-voice.org.uk/westlancashirefootpathgroup/ adding it to your favourites should
ensure you don’t need to have any concerns when accessing it.

The events tabs on both the website and Facebook are where you will see the walk
programme and any latest update about the walks.

Walk Programme Update:
What3Words

What3 Words has been included in our walk programme information since December 2021
along with the grid reference and the postcode. Members have usually managed to find
where we are! However, feedback to us indicates that Grid References are very rarely used
by our walkers. Grid references assume you have the right map and can read a six-figure
reference. A single mistake in a digit means you are lost! Also most in car Sat Nav’s don’t
use them.

Grid reference finders now have to be paid for so we have decided that we will no
longer use them on the walk programme.

Postcodes cover a small locality so may not identify the start precisely, and are also of
limited use in rural areas.

The What3Words system is now being used widely, including by the emergency services. It
requires you to use their website or download the What3Words app to your phone. The
free What3Word app will be sufficient for finding our walk locations. The whole world
has been divided into 3m squares: each square has a unique combination of three words.
Simply searching for the address or landmark generates the 3 words. If you then
click ‘navigate’, you will be directed from your location to your destination. If you
have the appropriate technology, you can also send the directions to your car.

The walk programme is emailed to members.

It will is also on the website and posted on the events pages of the web and Facebook.

Communications with members:
Our website is:

https://e-voice.org.uk/westlancashirefootpathgroup/

Our email address is:


https://e-voice.org.uk/westlancashirefootpathgroup/
https://e-voice.org.uk/westlancashirefootpathgroup/

westlancashirefootpathgroup@amail.com

Our Facebook link is attached.

https://www.facebook.com/qroups/267065369061420/
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