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NEWSLETTER March 2026

Chairperson’s Report:

At the time of writing we are approaching the end of the January to March quarter. Seven
walks have been completed with two more 17t and 25" March.

The preparation and effort by the walk leaders in planning the walks they are going to
lead is really significant. This commitment to the Footpath Group ensures we are
meeting the aims and hopes that were agreed when the group was started in 1977. Next
year will be the 50" anniversary and we are hoping to commemorate that during 2027.

The committee has discussed locating a bench somewhere in West Lancashire and
dedicating one of the summer walks in 2027 as the anniversary walk. Perhaps having a
social event similar to the Christmas social events we do.

Suggestions on the proposal or ideas for a location for a bench and possible fund raising
ideas would be really welcome.

Footpath Issues:

There are a number of ongoing cases and the information is available on the website with
pictures and details.

Unfortunately there is a serious case to report which involves an incident with dogs. It
occurred on 24 Feb 2026 when Chris Rimmer was doing a recce for her walk in Appley
Bridge / Dalton. The police, the dog warden and PROW have all been involved and are
taking action.

The incident was distressing but fortunately Chris was accompanied by a friend who was
able to take photographic evidence. The planned route for the walk on 25" March 2026
has now been changed.

This incident proves that the recce and risk assessment process which the footpath
group uses for all our walks is invaluable.

Membership Update:

Currently we have 69 paid members, including 1 family membership. Two reminders
have been sent out to last year’s members who have not yet paid for membership this
year.



If any member is aware of others who may have previously been ‘paid members’, please
encourage then to re-join and come along to our walks.

Treasurer Update:

Since the last newsletter we have paid £281.48 for our insurance policy and £81.00 for
Ramblers Affiliation. We have incurred £2.43 bank charges.

Website and Facebook update:

Both the website and Facebook group have continued to run smoothly.

There are currently 1300 members on Facebook. Occasionally there is confusion when
walkers complete the walk attendance log; but non-members are contacted if they attend
two walks to remind them of the membership requirements.

Below is a link to the website which is hosted for us by e-voice.

https://e-voice.org.uk/westlancashirefootpathgroup/ adding it to your favourites should
ensure you don’t need to have any concerns when accessing it.

The Featured and Events tabs on Facebook and website tabs are where you will see the
walk programme and any latest update about the walks.

Walk Programme Update:

The programme for the next quarter has been sent to members. An update to the starting
point for 12 April 2026 walk will be sent out with extra details. It will also be posted on the
events pages of the web and Facebook.

Communications with members:
Our website is:

https://le-voice.org.uk/westlancashirefootpathgroup/

Our email address is:

westlancashirefootpathgroup@amail.com

Our Facebook link is attached.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/267065369061420/

Committee from 2 November 2025:

Chairperson: Gaynor Culshaw

Secretary: Mary Ellis

Treasurer and Membership Secretary: David Worrall

Walk Coordinator: Gwen Veevers
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