CAN PLANTING TREES ASSIST YOUR LIVESTOCK FARMING?

The simple answer is "yes"

Did you know that planting trees can allow you to run your livestock outdoors for longer in the year, reducing the cost of feed, bedding and in-barn lighting?
Did you know that planting trees may help to avoid instances of foot-rot and scald in sheep?

Did you know that by planting trees for the sake of your livestock, there are other financial benefits to be obtained?

How can this be? Well, please read on….

Planting of deep linear copses along the contours of your land will provide shelter for your livestock. They can move around these shelter belts when the wind changes direction. The most effective shelter woodlands also have shrubs planted as an under layer. Although conifers are not suitable for this purpose, broad-leaved deciduous trees are ideal for shelter belts and will bring other benefits too.
The bacteria that can lead to foot-rot and scald in sheep thrive in warm damp conditions. Planting trees as copses along the contours of your land will break up the soil. This allows rainwater to more freely penetrate the soil and drain away underground rather than over the land surface. As a result, the land is drier below these shelter woodland areas, resulting in fewer instances of foot-rot and scald.
You may wish to coppice some of the trees in your woodland shelter belts, on a regular basis once the trees have become established and have achieved a certain height. This coppice material can be used as animal bedding or converted it onto wood pellets for use in domestic heating to reduce your heating costs.

THE ABOVE MEASURES HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFULLY TRIED BY A GROUP OF LIVESTOCK FARMS IN CENTRAL WALES WITH AMAZING RESULTS BY ALLOCATING JUST 5% OF THEIR LAND TO WOODLAND!

WANT TO KNOW MORE? We can advise on which are the suitable tree species to plant and where the best places are to plant them.
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