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From the Par.

| & Mar c@; Siptri @fisg;12 tmont hs since the first | ockdown
When the March 2020 edition of the Newsletter was
coming aware of an outbreak of something called c:
time previously in China and had been detected in
ticles about future village events and | ooked forw
summer after a distinctly chilly period of winter
few weeks | ater we would be thrown into a | ockdown
l udes, is still with wus. And, of course, none of
We <can, however, see a growing amount of | ight at
i ngenuity and deditcaei worbérsésrand the skildl of wvac
as thedissedifpline of the majority of the populatio
some events come to pass as the year progresses.

The village responded to the trials of |l ockdown by
ing together, supporting each other and adapting 1t
Our community businesses have provided much suppor
l'ifeline for so many during the year. Having demo
| &t al | make sure we continue to support the shop.
as a-fnogtr of it enterprise it is able to put money b
was set wup in 2002, the shop has granted many thou
| age groups and enterprises. The shop stocks a wi
each of us were to spend just A5 or A10 a week the

uable village asset, with its positive effect on house prices, but we would also be creating
the opportunity to support other groups financiall"

So please use the shop; it really wild.l benefit eacl
Al so, why not think about becoming part of the won
the committee.

Of course not everything has stopped during the |¢c
from the Green Man and the Breweryf fcrhaamcthhe t ©ileop
ments group and the school, each of which is |l ooki

Our Environment & Ecology Group has been active ar
winter months thanks todabhbodakee rwowfl df d mikley t o see &
in projects to enhance our environment and reduce

any ideas or suggestions to help achieve these aim
Coll ard whose contact details are with the articl
the Clerk or any parish councillor.

Finally, speaking of parish councillors, we are pl
Mackman who haspbedntoofill one of the vacancies w
new perspective to the council and we | ook forwaro

councillor will also be joining once the requisite
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https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/essex
https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/essex
mailto:john@walkinginengland.co.uk

Toppesfield Parish Neighbo

It wi ||l not come as a surprise t h
Nei ghbourhood Pl an has sl owed co 0
note. We have held Zoom meetingsg e
things where we can. However, t h a
Nei ghbour hood Pl an fffi ssc ev etr@de Xrearaxdi s

and without being able to speak 0
community, things have sl owed somewhat.

However, we have been very fortunate to obtain the
architect. He has reviewed both the Landscape Char
Design Code. He was impressed with the professional
made a number of valid observations that have been
and revision.

We would dearly |l ove to receive your thoughts, and
range of thoughts and ideas as to what you conside
architectural features found in the parish. So far
not have a think and whilst out wal king, jot down
pictures to show us what you really appraddi ate abo
whil st st aysianfge ofvicdour s e!

Pl ease forward your thoudJghippetsd i €3 dWNiPg@gaeoma ilvli @a®dtm

our FaceBook page, whilktht gsa:n/ bweww.ofumdelmdok. com/ t ger

There is also our I nstagram page showing the views
submitted. Here is a |Ilink to explain how to create
https:// help.instagram.com/ 155940534568753

Once you have an accourttopde gyfoiuedlgdevairesinsoudd t hen be

able tadf elldaekd t hen be able to see the page.

| f you have any queries, thoughts or opinions, do

Toppesfiel dNP@gmail . com
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Environment & Ecology Group

Trees, Tr eé.s., Trees

Ilon very pleased to report that following the articl
now been planted in the parish on | and owned by the
Many thanks are due to all of them, not 2 L m N
mulch to all the planting sites as well i ng
hi msel f. We can now all |l ook forward t t he
We have planted broadliemdk , nfaitelvie magpelca m
and hawthorntheir beauty and their bene pac
ment for many yea® sgdod ctoanekndw t hat f u rat
benefit from these too. And it is surp W q
the right is a photo of a tree that was al o

a 3 foodwhhhplgfh now about 50 feet high!

Al t hough some trees had alreadyr dleathegl; il : t
the main planting day this season was o"ff Tay 6
cold and wet at times but were the doughty planters
smil es.

Well done to all the families who particip
M \wvhom are in the photos. P
" It is also very important that - If or
~“more mature the trees are, t he
they also provide wonder ful wil s anct o
hel ping control flood water. : !
: By the time this article is publid# l
i “our first check of the trees to P AE SR .M
damaged by vehicles or deercut Vdea naalgseo taoil ¥ bga n
p

[
mature trees |l anted by the parish in previous year

ease.

None of the planting this year would have
financial support received from 7 “ield
our | ocal Councill or@RDcbhardtval nt

Fund, Braintree District Counci | om d

friends and families.

I f you are interested in getting involved with the
do contact me.

Lynn Collard
01787 237841



Need for Connection During Lockd:

The past 12 months has been a unique time for al/l

hi ghlighted how much we miss meeting people when
to | i vieoromd&li ves. Al though we now are beginning to
down, we wi | | be Iliving with restrictions for a f
We asked Dr Victoria Wallis for her thoughts about
al | have.

I f you bump into someone during your exercise or
yourself or them |Iingering and wanting to talk to
me?! A few people have mentioned that they have n
ing keen for a Gchtahi Mk oi tl idsonjust me). This got me
chology behind fctbins eocotwé d ff ot hers. Here are some o
which | would |ike to share with you:

From birth we have evolved to connect with other |
ni sm. Compared to other mammal s, human babies are
due to our relatively | arge brains (and heads), at
which are a result of our narrow hips that all ow I
were wider, to birth babies | ater i nG thheiabldevied o|
wal k on two | egs and would be back on all fours.)
man babies cannot run away from danger shortly af!H
oursel ves. Therefore, our survi val depends on our
through c¢crying, cooing, smiling, and generally | ot
therefore hardwired into us from birth.

I't is also useful to connect with others throughoi
some believe taftfiashumaestinct is to |l ook to othert
(StephensP®Poygvagal Theory, for those who would ||
hel ps us know how to react too. An example of thi:
public place. People always seem GGorkaokiansubdf bi
ciding whether they need to panic or not! During
that we would want to connect with others more t ot
Further mor e, the taupat

back, ruffle of the hai on
your Baiml act to calm t

release oxytocin (the | ne) .
Actually, hugging and s s too
but it seems to feel be rs!
Again, it makes sense t Iy
want to connect with ea -
touch is calming and so
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https://www.hachette.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/How-to-Stay-Calm-in-a-Global-Pandemic-Free-ebook.pdf
https://www.hachette.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/How-to-Stay-Calm-in-a-Global-Pandemic-Free-ebook.pdf
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Fine English Wine from East Anglia

Thanks first of al |l to everyone who stocked wup o
Mar ket i n December. 't wiaal Isucre dai tgrteatt Meayt eam wt
event with such rigorous Covid measures in place.

see people again and the atmosphere was just fant a:

We also did a |lot of | oca ou

Shop Local advertiBiweg ac @ : &

LA 9 hted th at. our new Sl AS‘/[/; K‘/a‘///,//z’; ()/1"/;\-//////;\

very popul ar in the run /

Year and form Vomayenti ne
We bought S 0me |l ovely Chri st mas
Evans, at the top of t he High €
preparation for our Chri st mas/ N
Sadly these bookings had to be cz¢
into | ockdown again. However, on

‘have some great photos which wil
early mar keting of the accommod :
and New Year 2021!

We also had | ots of inter dsstbrfeoak sr oinmd rmRceiger fudedrilyy n tsiom
the people who enquired this yeaMow2d. be back for
13:249 al <+ Em
For those of you who shop regula ‘¢ & ommes Co «
Hedi ngham, you may have seen that t 7" ™ o iy g
competition to win a romanti c, Il uxu see Al at T
yard. This is a screenshot from whe Y — went
Wina xij: weekend away! ¥
We are very fortunate to be supplyi pm‘”yrdaregwmgawaya"'seem Eas
op stores throughout North Essex . opsis Nor f
really is a great customer; they ar orti
producers throughout East Anglia an — _ gni f
money to a wide range of | ocal CaUs o e ve s
products on their shelves i f you fa e s comments 2shares 241views | § O [N @ |

oY Like (D Comment /> Share

East of England Co-op
A . , Y 1h-6
Her hoping we get back t o mOTr e N OB I vewsnttossymankyoutoourcoleagues 1 Q2

customers and members

Take car e, A 0P s ©® @ =

Jane and Peter Moor e



:.‘a,‘Jr_i AT A ’
|C|cles ang from rooftops lov -down
In WhICh W|th - ‘- an array of colours can be und

Little bird fbotprir'i" ile foraging for their nest,

}

And signs of Iove es beng neaiguithethe lght of Mr Robin Red/Bre

The playfu nds of chlldre__,{. I ring warmth to the heart

hile their roswred cheeks bring back forgett smiles, that have been lo:
o0 while we have been apart.

N (,».n

X%

Daﬁod’ils’puéhing through; signals spring is oft.its way,
A reminder that warmer, brightér times are"ge‘t‘tih'g:fcgl\bser each day.

And as winter fades, we pray for those hugs we have all been longing i

@ 1o more than ever keep the faith and push on through, as we hei
Il—! - faint tap of hope knocking on our door.

Keep Smiling Everyone




The Green Man

Church Lane,Toppesfield, Halstead, Essex, CO94DR

(01787) 237418
Hell o Everyone.
We hope that you are al safe and well, and all
all these restrictions is in sight.
We are really happy to announce that The Green
den on FridadWwtA@pim. 16
I n addition to all the outside tables, there a
den for use on a first come first served basis
have heating available for a small fee.
Initially we wil!/| be open Friday, Saturday, an

Friday 27 11pm
Saturdbamllpm
Sundaynooihn7pm

The kitchen wil/l al

Friday 57 8pm

Saturday 71 1 2nOoaomm
57T 8pm

Sunday l124pmon

Saturday morning wil/| be the Breakfast menu in
iFri day oMehbub al so be available Saturday evening
Sunday.

I n addition to opening, we wil/ continue to of
so deliver where needed.

We are REALLY |l ooking forward to welcoming you
to see you bOMmoApreilbit@ate just being open!

David and Paul



St Marg@arPBarish Church

Il& al most a year since the fidgetstotkdowsuseawhead :

church can return to normal. At the moment the chur
for private pmBr awerdeanddili tt hat some people are makin
then. Also Rev Liz is broadcasting a service which
YouTube.

Now, depending on Government guidelines we hope
visitors on Mothering Sunday and very much hope t he

this year.
Turning to Ghéi aolbndels ,vewey grateful to thioesehelnpade
this year by making a do#atnieomiworn ngr.r aMeg iwreg eomunabl
t he usual fundraising events in 2020, which nor mal |
services for a number of months, so income was muc!l
support th-i omgh go nviengbheenne abl e to make up for the |
for most of the events income. After some cost red:!
A2500 by the end of the year.
One or two i mportant points to6Gr dmemmaeresabout t he
Contrary to s meelpienfp,l ewe hauteftitoi ert saWeé i neforedem e
the national church. I n fact, we make a | arge pay me
cost of Rev Liz our Rector.
Weddings and funerals help a great dealr,elbyuton nmaruy
t hem.
Most expenditure d@dsrfeidued; i Wwe ammgn mor e.
l nsurance, maintenance and r epdae rle @tr et kx peasti veeo wan
possible. But we need to tackle some major repairs
through grants and fundraising.
Financi al prospects for 2021 are just@ &4 auncarmgtaainn.
some weeks and the chances that we cdamehdled equirc hfewer
and wine evening anddepepdroanusbocbal distancing re:¢
moved.
So thanks again to those of -Yyooewhbobovang; hefpohbebyg
join in to help us avoid another deficit this year
1 002dzy G yIFYS ¢2LIISAUSER t I NROKA|Ff [/ K¢
{2Nl @RS Hn ! O02dzy i y2® Hnyyanty
Remember, St &Marhguarceht, t he buil ding p
i sGn someon® ehse® houti $ to care for f




TOPPESFI BLDOTMENTS

gwictomdkFe¢ebowmary giving -ufp | de st
on wor ksionwcer Cthire sd Imash
t u he-dsgoec ibadrldye rditsrtiamm c e el p f
of a working party as he ¢
will be implemented. hose
onfire and perhaps thosjp vil |
bonfire is anagemérsal |duKk ound
ot ments Group has secured a Distric
our fund for building a shelter fol
further fundi-hgi td aldiombaeas $bDrset:
s all when we can socialize again w
al companies that can offer timber
eceived
d also make use of any road plane c¢
om the Causeway as it becomes very |
Watch out the secretary (Clare The Demon wal kiem) wj
April which as you know help to fund maintenance a
Tommas Tips
There is not a | ot tobrdealisntibut hlkeeaweoardehse rtsm mpepet us
fothe new season
Parsnip Growing
When soil is war-wmaeproughlhripteand seadisopesowtdation
plank over the dril] After about 14 days start ch
remove the plank.
Thens ias normal, thinning down to one plant when ¢t}
virtually 100% success rate.
The | otghe :pl ank has several pur poses. It prevents t
out; and because the seeds are only just below the
away. Simil atl yh,eaivly trlmeme it prevents the seeds fr
Finally,&id ¢s$dheden brief cold spell, it owi I retair
PrunidawWal nut trees need to be pruned ;‘."‘"'" ;he enc
wsro
avoid the sap being too active. ‘EASTANGL]AN
Oni on YeGest them in from anytime now
Finally
Thanks to allotment holder Hal for fii gr

1950s of Toppesfield

Do you remember these times gone by?

Paul Thompson Chair
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St

Ma g ad eot f

E Primary School

This term has not been the term an
days. However, the children and th
and have embraced remote | earning
incredibly proud of all the pupils
wor king hard educating the childre
those at home.

Have you had a |l ook at our website
website to showcase some of the in
fantastic videos produced by the p
and whole school gallery under the
link to take a | ook:

www.-mar garetscofe.essex.sch. uk
Class 2 have been creating ar

work inspired by Matisse:

This half-term, Class 3 have been
making mythical creatures in art.
They have been learning about
different art mediums, including
pencil, water colours, charcoal,
collage and digital art. Each
week, they have had to create a
piece of their mythical creature
using a different art medium. Fi-
nally, they had to cut all of the
pieces out and stick them togeth-
er to create their creature. Here
is some of their fantastic art-
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http://www.Littlechestnutspre-school.co.uk




