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USEFUL NUMBERS 

Braintree District Council     01376 552525 

Colchester Hospital  01206 747474 

Doctors Car Service  07845 596092 

Freshwell Health Centre  01371 810328 

Hedingham Medical Centre:   01787 461465 

Kaaren Berry, Parish Clerk 07341 264219 

Little Chestnuts Preschool 079018 80914 

Pumphouse Brewery   07801 042545 

Church Warden Brian Moody 01787 237974 

St Margaret's School  01787 237354 

The Green Man Public House 01787 237418 

Toppesfield Community Shop 07895 510767 

Toppesfield Village Hall Bookings 

Coral Fordham                          07876 553332 

Vets - Ardmore, Gt Yeldham    01787 238255  

Medical Equipment    01787 238146 

Vicar of St. Margaret’s Church                                               

Rev’d Tia Stickland                   07889 284711  

TOPPESFIELD COMMUNITY SHOP 

Church Lane, Toppesfield. Tel:  07895 510767 

Fresh Fruit & Vegetables, Milk, Newspapers,        

Confectionery, Pet Food, Dairy Products, Meat & 

Poultry, Coal and Kindling, Cards, Stationery and       

lots more! 

Monday—Friday  

8.30 am— 4.00 pm 

Saturday—10.00 am—12.30pm 

TOPPESFIELD POST OFFICE 

Church Lane, Toppesfield  

Wednesday - 10.00 am—1pm  

Services include: Special Delivery, Mobile Top Up, 

Insurance Services, Household payments, Travel 

Money, Moneygrams, Savings Accounts plus more! 

Toppesfield Parish Council  

Your Councillors are - Paula Edwards-Holmes (Chair), Chris Neale (Vice Chair), Kitty Bourlet, 

Amanda Smith, Jeremy Graves, Jane Daines and Coral Fordham.   

Parish Clerk — Kaaren Berry  

Parish Council Meetings are normally held on the first Thursday of every month in the village hall. 

Please check the website to confirm dates of meetings.  

 You are welcome to attend the Open Session which starts at 7.30pm.   

Toppesfield & Gainsford End Parish Newsletter — Published by Toppesfield Parish Council  

Editor:  clerk@toppesfield-pc.gov.uk 

Please submit your articles for the next newsletter by  17th August 2026 

 

Please see our online resources to find out what is happening 

Facebook Pages :- 

Toppesfield & Gainsford End Community 

Toppesfield Village Hall 

Toppesfield Village Stores 

The Green Man, Toppesfield 

Pumphouse Community Brewery 

Toppesfield and Gainsford End Neighbourhood and Development Plan 

 

Twitter & Instagram: Toppesfield & Gainsford End Community 

Website: https://toppesfield-pc.gov.uk 
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From the Parish Council 

From the Parish Council 

What a wonderful time of year to be writing to you for the first time as your new Chair — 

the days are long, the hedgerows are full, and Toppesfield and Gainsford End are looking 

as beautiful as ever. 

I want to begin by paying tribute to Kitty Bourlet, who served as Chair with such dedica-

tion, warmth and quiet determination. I am delighted that Kitty remains on the council 

and we will continue to benefit greatly from her experience and commitment to the     

parish. I am genuinely honoured to be stepping into the role of Chair, and I will do my 

very best to serve this community as well as she has. 

As summer arrives and more of us are out walking, cycling and enjoying the lanes, I do 

want to gently remind all drivers to please be mindful of their speed through the village. 

Our roads feel very different in the summer months when children are playing, families 

are out and about, and visitors are exploring the parish on foot. A little patience behind 

the wheel goes a long way. 

I would also like to put out a heartfelt call for volunteers. Our village runs on the good-

will of its residents, and there are several areas where extra pairs of hands would make a 

real difference. In particular, the Doctors Car Service — which is a lifeline for many of 

our more vulnerable neighbours — is always in need of drivers. If you have some time to 

spare, even occasionally, please do get in touch. There are also wider opportunities to get 

involved in village projects, and we would love to welcome anyone who is willing to roll 

their sleeves up. 

As many of you will know, this community has always punched well above its weight 

when it comes to looking out for one another, and I am proud to now be serving as your 

Chair. I look forward to working with you all in the months ahead on everything this 

wonderful parish has to offer. 

With warm wishes for a happy summer, 

Paula Edwards-Holmes, Chair 
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Parish Council Information 

A summary of Parish Council goings-on at the May and June meetings:   
 

At the May meeting:  
 Cllr Nathan Robins introduced himself and then reported: 

• That reform have already written to the secretary of state to oppose the local govern-

ment reorganisation. 

• They are reversing the reserving fee at libraries.  

• They are launching DOLGE – Department of Local Government Efficiency  

• The Highways contract is being looked at and why it was not put out to tender.  

• Cllr Robins will chase up progress of local pothole repair with Highways.  

 

A resident from Gainsford End reported that some of the footpaths around Gainsford End 

have not been maintained.  Cllr Neale confirmed that once landowners have been identified 

the parish council will write to them asking to reinstate/maintain the footpaths.  

  

Cllr Richard van Dulken reported:  

• Braintree District Council are continuing to work with Colchester, Tendering and Essex 

County Council towards the creation of the unity authority North East Essex.  

• New waste collections being in June.  Schedules for collections and information are  

currently being sent out.  

• Special collections for Absorbent Hygiene Products are available. Full details, including 

eligibility criteria, accepted items and how to apply, are available on the Council      

website: https://www.braintree.gov.uk/ahpcollections  

• Wethersfield Asylum Centre currently has 768 residents.  

• The bus museum in Great Yeldham is now open. 

• £50,000 has been awarded to Konect buses who have taken over Hedingham buses  

towards new services from Great Yeldham and the Hedingham’s to Braintree,  Colches-

ter and Sudbury.  

• The Councillor’s Community Grant fund pot this year is £1700 and is now open for    

applications.  
 

Other business in the May meeting included:  

•   The internal audit report was received and an action plan agreed to address the points              

 raised. 

• The Annual return was completed for submission to the external auditors.  

• A quote for digitalising the old newsletters was received—further ones being sought.  

• Parking along Church Lane near the school and other areas in the village. This has been 
reported to North Essex Parking Partnership.  

https://www.braintree.gov.uk/ahpcollections
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Parish Council Information continued. 

At the June meeting:  
Cllr Richard van Dulken sent in his report as follows:  

As you may be aware, I have been elected as Chairman of BDC for the coming civic year, 

which will involve a hundred or so official visits, ribbon cuttings etc. as representative of 

the Council and District. 

• I have put comments on the Planning Portal re the proposed solar farm develop-

ment, 1) asking that Toppesfield (and Stambourne) PCs be consultees as almost all of 

the solar farm would be in both Parishes and 2) in view of the sensitive location I 

strongly urge that an Environmental Impact Assessment be required before going any 

further. 

• Wethersfield - as far as I’m aware the numbers of residents is still below the 800 limit 

and there have been no incidents to mention.  

• There has been some progress on the long-awaited Hedingham Medical Centre - the 

developers One Medical Property have signed off with NHS and should be able to 

begin works shortly. 

• I look forward to your request for a grant from my Councillor’s Community Grant 

(£300) towards the wildlife area in the Rec. 

Representatives from Robin Hood End attended to present their case re the planning app 

no: 26/01110/SCR, Proposed Solar farm development at Robin Hood Solar Farm, Finching-

field Road, Stambourne. They urged the parish council to write to the Braintree District 

Council to  request a full environmental impact assessment is carried out.  The parish 

council  discussed this later in the meeting and submitted a response to BDC.   
 

A resident asked if there was any progress on the previously reported blocked drains. Five 

blocked or partially blocked drains around Cust Hall have been reported to Highways. 
 

Other business in the June meeting included:  

•  Coral Fordham was co-opted onto the parish council to fill the advertised vacancy. 

•  Updated policies were approved, a grant was approved and the strategy document 
discussed.  

Full minutes of each meeting can be found on the parish website:                                           

Minutes - Toppesfield Parish Council (e-voice.org.uk)  

If you have any concerns you would like to raise with the Council,  ideas for projects or    

anything you would like to parish council to consider please do get in touch or attend the 

open session at a Parish Council meeting.   There is a public session held at the start of  

every parish council meeting from 7.30pm —7.45pm.  

Parish Council meetings are normally held on the first Thursday of each month but please 
check the website for confirmation.  
 

https://e-voice.org.uk/toppesfield-parish-council/minutes/
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Church services for July and August 2026  

are detailed below.  

During July and August our Rector Rev Justin is on sabbatical leave so there will be 
less services each week around the benefice. While he is away, on most Sundays 
Rev Tia will be leading benefice services in different parishes and warmly invites 
you to join her. 

July 5    Holy Communion here 11.00am 

July 12  Benefice Holy Communion at Gt Yeldham  11.00am 

July 19  Special Thanksgiving service for restoration of the clock 3.00pm 

July 26  Benefice Holy Communion here  11.00am 

Aug 2    No service 

Aug 9    Benefice Holy Communion at Sible Hedingham  11.00am 

Aug 16  Holy Communion here 11.00am 

Aug 23  No service  

Aug 30  Benefice Holy Communion at Gt Yeldham 11,00am, led by                        
  Archdeacon Kate with Rev Tia assisting. 

  

Upcoming events to put in the diary: 

July 11th Church fete  round the church 2pm-4pm 

October 10th Cheese and Wine evening  in church 7pm-9pm 

November 13th Supper Auction in the Village Hall 7 for 7.30pm 

 

 

St. Margaret of Antioch 

Toppesfield 
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St. Margaret’s C of E Primary School 

 

We are hoping for some nicer weather as we approach the summer - the poor 
weather has not stopped us in school though, and we continue to be busy! 

Reception, year 3 and year 4 have had a visit from an oral health nurse and have 
been learning about teeth and how to keep our mouths healthy. 

Reception and year 5 have also had a visit from the Safer Roads partnership to find 
out more about how to stay safe on the roads.  

Year 6 have taken their SATs, which they approached with a calm, determined    
attitude. We were very impressed with the children.  

Meanwhile, key stage 2 have been busily rehearsing their play, ‘Spring Chicken’, 
which they will be bringing to the stage after half term. Rehearsals are coming on 
well and we look forward to sharing it with our community.  

In PE, the children have been learning athletics skills ready for sports day next half 
term. We look forward to welcoming you to this event. Information about sports 
day went onto Dojo earlier this week, which you have hopefully seen. 

Children have continued to enjoy all of their usual activities including forest schools, 
hosting coffee afternoons and leading our Easter Service in Church as well as     
continuing with their learning.  

The staff have also been busy and Miss Mill has been busy writing a new computing 
curriculum for the children; this term all of the children have been learning about 
coding.  

We have enjoyed welcoming the community to our coffee afternoons. We hope to 
continue these next academic year and look forward to welcoming you into our 
school.  

Please do follow us on social media to keep up to date with what we are doing - we 
are on both Facebook (St. Margaret's CofE Primary School Toppesfield) and          
Instagram (@stmargaretstopp). We would love to see as many people as possible 
liking and sharing our posts to help show off some of the amazing things we are 
doing and increase our reach so that the wide community can see all the amazing 
things we do. 

Facebook: St. Margaret's CofE Primary School, Toppesfield 
Instagram: stmargaretstop 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Margarets-CofE-Primary-School-Toppesfield-100111822568391/


 9 

 

TOPPESFIELD VILLAGE HALL 

 
As you may remember reading in the last newsletter, we have had some chang-
es within the Committee and would now really like to hear from you and get 
some feedback. 

Here are our questions: 

“What would you like to see at YOUR Village Hall?” 

“Are there activities that you think we should offer the village?” 

We are already looking at various options including: 

BINGO 

CINEMA NIGHTS and  

LINE DANCING.  

Other suggestions include: 

PILATES/DANCE/EXERCISE CLASSES 

ART/PAINTING/POTTERY CLASSES 

TAI CHI/YOGA 

PAMPER EVENINGS/COFFEE MORNINGS 

MUSIC NIGHTS AND MORE…. 

Would you come along to any or all of the above – or do you have suggestions 
of your own OR, maybe you are an instructor yourself?  

Whatever the feedback, we’d love to hear from you! 

AND DON’T FORGET, THE HALL IS STILL ONLY £10 PER HOUR TO 
HIRE! 

 

Please send your thoughts and suggestions to the  

Village Hall Secretary, Coral Fordham by email to toppesfield-
villagehall@gmail.com 

mailto:toppesfieldvillagehall@gmail.com
mailto:toppesfieldvillagehall@gmail.com
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Family Fun Day Thank You 

Thank you to everyone who came along to support our Family Fun Day on Saturday 6 th 

June. Despite the rain, we were delighted to welcome so many parents, friends and new 

faces. 

Highlights from the Day 

The children had a wonderful time enjoying a range of activities, including: Bouncing on 

the bouncy castle, Glitter tattoos and face glitter, Pony rides, Exploring the mini bus and a 

bacon roll, cups of tea and ice creams. 

Funds Raised 

The event raised money for Little Chestnuts Pre-school and Essex &amp; Herts Air Ambu-

lance. We are very pleased to share that £150 was raised for each charity. 

Upcoming Event 

Our next event will be at Toppesfield Church Fete on Sunday 11 th July. Come along to take 

part in a walking treasure hunt, enjoy a sparkly tattoo or face glitter, and more. 

Pre-school Places 

For more information about Little Chestnuts Pre-school, please contact Andrea. We have 

spaces available from September for both after-school care and pre-school places. Email: 

manager@littlechestnutspre-school.co.uk or call: 07901880914. 
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Toppesfield and Gainsford End Village Show 

 

Saturday  12th September 2026 

Toppesfield Village Hall  2.00pm 

 

THE DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 

Yes it is that time of year again. You will find a schedule for the 
show inside this newsletter so you can be thinking about and     
planning your entries. We have a few new classes this year and I hope 
something for everyone. Just think if everyone entered just one class 
what a show it would make. 

Time line 

 Now have a look at the schedule and decide what you wish to enter 
and fill in the entry slip. Please note for the children's classes 
the age must be written on the entry slip. 

Thursday 10th Sept   Bring your completed entry slips to the village 
hall between 7.00pm and 8.00pm and collect your exhibitor's 
cards. 

If this not convenient you can leave your slips at Toppesfield 
Shop by Wednesday 9th Sept  at 1.30pm and I will sort your   
exhibitor's cards for you . You can collect your exhibitor's cards 
when you place your entries on Saturday morning. 

Saturday 12th  Sept   Bring your entries to the village hall between 
8.30 am and 10.00 am 

Saturday  12th September  2.00pm Come and check on your     
winnings and awards. 

Come and enjoy the show. 

Check out  the competitive  entries  and admire what amazing talent 
we have in our community. 

There will be stalls, games, a fantastic raffle and delicious strawber-
ries and cream teas. 

Sit in the garden and have a chat with friends. 

A great afternoon for all the family. 

So many villages have lost their shows. 

Show everyone that Toppesfield is the greatest! 

                                         Ann Read 
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July and August at Toppesfield Allotment: peak growing season jobs. 

July and August are the busiest months on UK allotments - including Toppesfield. You’ll 
be harvesting daily, keeping up with watering, and prepping for autumn crops. Here’s 
what to focus on: 

July: Keep it growing  

Veg tasks:  

• Feed weekly: Tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers, courgettes and sweetcorn love a liq-
uid feed once fruits set 

• Pinch & prune: Pinch out tomato side shoots + top them after 4-5 trusses. Pinch run-
ner bean tips when they hit the cane tops 

• Harvest early potatoes and re-sow the space with salad leaves or French beans 

• Last sowings: Dwarf French beans for Sept, spring cabbage, beetroot, fennel, kohlra-
bi 

• Plant out: Winter brassicas - kale, sprouts, purple sprouting broccoli. Firm soil well 

• Lift garlic, onions & shallots: Do it on a dry day, leave on soil to dry thoroughly 

Fruit tasks:  

• Summer prune gooseberries, red/white currants, blackcurrants after fruiting.  

• Prune trained apples/pears: Shorten side shoots to 3-5 leaves. 

• Net cherries before birds get them. 

• Last rhubarb harvest, then mulch crowns well.   

General 

• Water morning or evening to reduce evaporation. Containers need it most.  

• Weed & hoe regularly - weeds wilt fast if hoed off in sun.  

• Watch pests: Aphids, cabbage white caterpillars, carrot fly, slugs  

August: Harvest + prep for autumn 

Veg tasks 

• Harvest everything: Peas, beans, carrots, beetroot, sweetcorn, tomatoes,    pota-
toes, onions, salads, courgettes.  

• Keep watering - promotes growth and stops bolting 

• Sow now: Spring cabbage, turnips, oriental veg, spinach, lamb’s lettuce for winter 

• Greenhouse: Ventilate daily, keep feeding tomatoes/cucumbers/peppers,   harvest 
often. 

 

Toppesfield Allotments   
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Fruit tasks:  

• Summer-prune apples & pears - trim side shoots back to 3-5 leaves. 

• Prune blackcurrants - remove fruited stems.  

• Cut back red/white currants by two-thirds.  

• Cut summer raspberry canes to ground after fruiting, tie in new canes.  

• Tidy strawberries: Remove straw, fertilise, prep new beds  

General August jobs:  

• Pest patrol - Check brassicas for cabbage white eggs/caterpillars.   

• Holiday planning: Ask a neighbour to water if you’re away - Toppesfield community 
usually helps each other out.  

• Order ahead: Garlic, onion sets, spring bulbs.  

• Sow green manure on empty beds  

Toppesfield - specific notes:  

Toppesfield Allotments often run community events - they had a successful boot sale in 
July last year. Worth checking the notice board for summer socials, tool shares, or if any-
one’s splitting seed orders. We will have a stand at the Church Fete on the 11th JULY.  

Quick tips for Halstead weather: July/Aug can swing between heatwaves and wet weeks. 
Water deeply 2-3x per week rather than little daily sprinkles, and mulch    after rain to lock 
moisture in.  

We have a plot available if you are thinking of something to get involved! 

 

Regards from Paul and Clare and Linda 

 

Toppesfield Walking Group 

The Walking Group is going from strength to strength with many participants braving the 
poor June weather, new members warmly welcome.  

Meet at the pump at 10 am outside the Pub—only need boots.  

See you at our Church Fete stand.  

Paul & Clare   
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3 letter words 4 letter words  5 letter words  6 letter words 7 letter words 

Fan          Camp   Beach   Biking  Berries 

Hot          Fire    Ocean   Garden  Flowers  
          Hike          Relax   Meadow  Outside 

          Kite          Sunny   Shovel              
8 letter words     Pail    Towel         

Barbecue   Sand    

Ice cream   Swim   9 letter words   10 letter words 

Lemonade      Flip flops     Sandcastle 

Vacation        Sprinkler     Sunglasses 

11 letter words  

Bathing suit  

Butterflies 
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