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WETHERSFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
REPRESENTING WETHERSFIELD, BLACKMORE END & BEAZLEY END 

 

 
 

MINUTES of the Wethersfield Airbase Scrutiny Committee Meeting held at Blackmore End Village 

Hall on Tuesday 30 August 2022, commencing at 7:30pm. 

 

   Present:     Cllr A Hull (Chairman) (Shalford PC) 

      Cllr R Duffin (Vice Chairman) (Finchingfield PC) 

Cllr S Short (Wethersfield PC) 

Cllr R Aggis (The Salings PC) 

Cllr J O’Brien (Little Bardfield PC) 

Cllr J Pearce (Wethersfield PC) 

Cllr G Inch (Ridgwell PC) 

Cllr D Coverdale (Finchingfield PC) 

Cllr G Southgate (Castle Hedingham PC) 

Cllr N Nicholson (Helions Bumpstead PC) 

Donna Roder (Clerk & RFO) 

 

In Attendance:    Members of the Public: 0 

    

WA66/22-23 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE   

Apologies were received from Cllr D Hockley (Great Bardfield PC), Cllr P Kennedy (Great 

Bardfield PC), Cllr S Harris(Sible Hedingham), Cllr M Lee (Sible Hedingham), Cllr S 

Moutard (Gosfield PC), Cllr A French (Shalford PC), Cllr T Roberts (Toppesfield PC), Cllr 

M Gurney (Ridgewell PC),  

 

WA67/22-23 MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS 

None declared. 

 

WA68/22-23 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 25 July 2022. 

  RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 25 July 2022, copies of which had  

  been previously circulated to Members, were confirmed as a true record. and signed by the 

  Chairman. Proposer Cllr R Aggis, seconded Cllr J O’Brien.   

WA69/22-23 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

• None 

 

WA70/22-23 CLERKS REPORT 

 

  NEW WASC MEMBERS: 

Welcome Ridgwell Parish Council! 
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Ridgwell PC have now joined WASC, after a vote was taken as their PC meeting on 28 July 

2022.  Welcome Cllr M Gurney and Cllr G Inch.  WASC now comprises of 14 Parish 

Councils officially. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

BDC:  A follow-up meeting has been requested with Head of Planning - Emma Goodings and 

Christopher Paggi. The meeting is planned for September, dates to be finalised shortly. 

 

THE FIELDS ASSOCIATION / SWAP 

Banners:  The Salings are in the process of displaying a banner. 

AGM:  The Fields Association will be holding their AGM on September 25 2002 at 

Finchingfield Village Hall.  WASC will be invited to attend and give a presentation. 

FOI:  An FOI was received by SWAP, with the DIO masterplan for total disposal of the site 

(distributed to WASC Members). 

BALC 

Toppesfield PC have voted and agreed to join BALC at their last Parish Council meeting. 

PARISH INVOLVEMENT 

No further updates from Stebbing, The Sampfords, Stambourne, Radwinter, and Birkbrook 

PC currently.   

 
  

WA71/22-23 SUB-COMMITTEES: 

Cllr A Hull gave an update on strategy and communication: South East New Energy, who are 

running projects to support community owned solar farms. South East New Energy work in 

conjunction with ECC, to facilitate large scale decentralised grids, in support of local 

communities.  A community interest company is now underway.  This is the first step needed 

to access feasibility studies available for a potential community owned solar farm on the 

airbase. On the extensive study and analysis performed by Dr Richard Sidebottom on Prisons 

in the local, and in the national interest, a brochure on this paper has now be finalised and 150 

copies printed for distribution.  

Cllr J Pearce gave an update on the Technical work undertaken. Virtually all works planned 

in the programme has been undertaken now. Landscape assessment report has now been 

received and will be distributed to all members.  Transport assessment consultants have now 

been appointed.  An analysis will be presented to WASC once completed, with mitigation 

measures of the MOJ to be reviewed and what sustainability measures are possible to 

overcome the road issues.  Heritage listings are now being discussed with Historic England, 

and a new project reviewing planning decisions on refusal of other sites is underway in 

house. 
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WA72/22-23   DIO FOI 

SWAP have received a copy of the DIO disposal masterplan via an FOI.  There are two 

options within the very ambitious plan.  The plan worrisome but not unexpected.  Heavily 

redacted pages including totally removed sections.  Pages 22-37 are missing, amongst others.  

The Clerk will request these from SWAP. 

WA73/222-23 HERITAGE REPORT 

Up-date included in Sub-Committee updates.  

WA74/22-23   JOINT NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

An update was received:  Toppesfield  and Wethersfield PC’s are ok to proceed. 

Finchingfield will discuss at their next PC meeting in September. Sible Hedingham PC will 

also discuss.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transport Assessment
To give a qualified and professional  traffic assesment of local  impact    Detailed 

anaylsis needs to be fully qualified and broken down by  type of vehicles generated 

by prisons plus organic local growth next 10 years.

JP/MN £4,750.00

 Quote obtained from John Eliot Consultancy, TPC and 

Mayer Brown.. Arranging interview Prelim assessment of 

the proposals and related  background documents and 

information  inspection of the locality and the wider area 

to renew  longstanding familiarity. Compilation and 

analysis of traffic and other relevant data. Preparation of 

report, discussions , presentation to WASC, and finalising 

report 

Revew planning decisions elsewhere JP/PJ In house

Listing application JP £4,500.00

 Estimated Total + 

VAT £22,975 - £28,467

Revised.Estimated 

Total + VAT £25,550.00

Architectural assessment Obtain an authoritative view of architectural merits of prison proposals JP TBC Consider possible consultants

Review local and national planning policies
Draw together all relevant policies in Local Plan Part 1 and 2 of BDC Local Plan and 

NPPF and guidance. Part 2 examination expected to be concluded soon followed by 

adoption at Council

JP In House

Lot of this work covered in previous consultation 

responses. Update to include Part 1 and 2 of Local Plan 

2022.when approved by BDCAdopted 07/22. Meeting with 

BDC 25/04 to discuss determining issues and procedure. 

Site visit being arranged with DIO for 07/22. Further 

meeting with BDC 09/22

Respond to EIA scoping request
Provide a WASC response to the Scoping request submitted by MoJ with a 

December deadline. This seeks a BDC opinion on what matters need to covered in 

an Environmental Impact Assessment 

JP In house Completed 12/21
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WA75/22-23  FINANCE 

 

WASC Finance 

Updated 1/8/2022 

    

Invoices Received   

Date Supplier Description  Amount ex VAT  

27/02/2022 Captial Road Safety Traffic Monitoring  £                      600.00  

10/03/2022 Sedley Place Prison Model  £                   2,137.50  

01/03/2022 CBA Mobilisation Payments  £                   2,000.00  

28/02/2022 Andrew Martin Planning Briefing note and research  £                   1,000.00  

05/05/2022 CBA Consultancy  £                   2,800.00  

15/07/2022 Spectra Studios  Prison Model  £                   1,200.00  

01/08/2022 CBA Landscape assessment  £                   3,895.00  

  Total  £                 13,632.50  

    

Income Received    

Date Payee Description Amount 

21/02/2022 Shalford Parish Council 10% Contribution 21/22  £                   2,150.00  

14/03/2022 Toppesfield Parish Council Contribution  £                      500.00  

11/04/2022 Little Bardfield Parish Council Contribution  £                      300.00  

08/04/2022 The Fields/SWAP Grant  £                   5,000.00  

05/05/2022 Bardfield Parish Council Contribution  £                   1,000.00  

18/05/2022 Finchingfield Parish Council Contribution  £                   4,474.20  

20/06/2022 Sible Hedingham Contribution  £                      500.00  

01/08/2022 The Fields/SWAP Grant  £                   5,000.00  

  Total  £                 18,924.20  

    

  Current Position  £                   5,291.70  

    
Wethersfield PC Contribution of Salaries and Hall hire costs 
 
 

WASC Finance 

FORECAST 22/23 

    

Invoices Received   

Date Supplier Description  Amount ex VAT  

27/02/2022 Captial Road Safety Traffic Monitoring 
 £                      
600.00  

10/03/2022 Sedley Place Prison Model 
 £                   
2,137.50  

01/03/2022 CBA Mobilisation Payments 
 £                   
2,000.00  

28/02/2022 Andrew Martin Planning Briefing note and research 
 £                   
1,000.00  
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05/05/2022 CBA Consultancy 
 £                   
2,800.00  

15/07/2022 Spectra Studios  Prison Model 
 £                   
1,200.00  

01/08/2022 CBA Landscape assessment 
 £                   
3,895.00  

  Actual 
 £                 
13,632.50  

    

  Digital Model Builder 
 £                   
1,250.00  

  Transport Assessment 
 £                   
4,750.00  

  Heritage assessment and listings 
 £                   
4,950.00  

  Forecast 
 £                 
24,582.50  

Income 
Received    

Date Payee Description Amount 

21/02/2022 Shalford Parish Council 10% Contribution 21/22 
 £                   
2,150.00  

14/03/2022 
Toppesfield Parish 
Council Contribution 

 £                      
500.00  

11/04/2022 
Little Bardfield Parish 
Council Contribution 

 £                      
300.00  

08/04/2022 The Fields/SWAP Grant 
 £                   
5,000.00  

05/05/2022 Bardfield Parish Council Contribution 
 £                   
1,000.00  

18/05/2022 
Finchingfield Parish 
Council Contribution 

 £                   
4,474.20  

20/06/2022 Sible Hedingham Contribution 
 £                      
500.00  

01/08/2022 The Fields/SWAP Grant 
 £                   
5,000.00  

  Actual 
 £                 
18,924.20  

    

 

Finchingfield Parish 
Council Contribution 

 £                   
4,474.20  

 The Salings Contribution 
 £                      
500.00  

  Forecast 
 £                 
23,898.40  

    

  

FINANCIAL FORECAST POSITION 
22/23 

-£                      
684.10  
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WA76/22-23 ITEMS FROM COUNCILLORS TO BE ADDED TO THE NEXT AGEN 

  

  All items should be sent to the Clerk by 19 September 2022. 

   

WA65/22-23 NEXT MEETING OF THE WETHERSFIELD AIRBASE SCRUTINY COMMITTEE: 

The next meeting of Wethersfield Airbase Scrutiny Committee will be held on Monday 26 

September 2022.  

 

The Chairman thanked everybody for attending and declared the meeting closed at 8.58pm. 

 

 

Signed: ...................................................  Date: ............................ 

Chairman 


