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USEFUL NUMBERS 

Braintree District Council     01376 552525 

Colchester Hospital  01206 744491 

Doctors Car Service  07845 596092 

Freshwell Health Centre  01371 810328 

Hedingham Medical Centre: 

Castle Hedingham  01787 461465 

Sible Hedingham            01787 460612 

Kaaren Berry, Parish Clerk 07341 264219 

Little Chestnuts Preschool 079018 80914 

Pumphouse Brewery   07801 042545 

Church Warden Brian Moody 01787 237974 

St Margaret's School  01787 237354 

The Green Man Public House 01787 237418 

Toppesfield Community Shop 07895 510767 

Toppesfield Village Hall Bookings 

Frances Winter                        07809 237789  

Vets - Ardmore, Gt Yeldham   01787 238255 

TOPPESFIELD COMMUNITY SHOP 

Church Lane, Toppesfield. Tel:  07895 510767 

Fresh Fruit & Vegetables, Milk, Newspapers,        

Confectionery, Pet Food, Dairy Products, Meat & 

Poultry, Coal and Kindling, Cards, Stationery and       

lots more! 

Monday—Friday  

8.30 am— 4.00 pm 

Saturday—10.00 am—12.30pm 

TOPPESFIELD POST OFFICE 

Church Lane, Toppesfield  

Wednesday - 10.00 am—1pm  

Services include: Special Delivery, Mobile Top Up, 

Insurance Services, Household payments, Travel 

Money, Moneygrams, Savings Accounts plus more! 

Toppesfield Parish Council  

Your Councillors are - Amanda Smith, Kitty Bourlet, Frances Winter, Jeremy Graves,               

Paula Edwards-Holmes and Jane Daines.  There is currently a vacancy on the Parish Council—if 

you are interested in being co-opted on please advise the parish clerk.    

Parish Clerk — Kaaren Berry  

Parish Council Meetings are normally held on the first Thursday of every month in the village hall.  

You are welcome to attend the Open Session which starts at 7.30pm.   

Toppesfield & Gainsford End Parish Newsletter — Published by Toppesfield Parish Council  

Editor: clerk.toppesfieldparishcouncil@gmail.com 

Please submit your articles for the next newsletter by 19th August 2024 

 

Please see our online resources to find out what is happening 

Facebook Pages :- 

Toppesfield & Gainsford End Community 

Toppesfield Village Hall 

Toppesfield Village Stores 

The Green Man, Toppesfield 

Pumphouse Community Brewery 

Toppesfield and Gainsford End Neighbourhood and Development Plan 

 

Twitter & Instagram— Toppesfield & Gainsford End Community 

Website—https://e-voice.org.uk/toppesfield-parish-council/ 
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From the Parish Council 

 

Welcome to the 200th edition of our newsletter.   

We wanted to take this opportunity to say a big heartfelt thank you to Alan Collard who has now 

stepped down from the Parish Council after a 5 year tenure (and many previous tenures before 

that)! Alan is hugely modest, and yet brings such a wealth of experience and knowledge to the Vil-

lage - understanding inside and out how Council’s work, funding opportunities we may have, and 

how we can develop as a Village that has a strong sense of community and many community owned 

projects.  All the work Alan does is of course voluntary, and he has given countless time over the 

years to support the Village.  Sometimes, I think it is easy to become complacent of how much peo-

ple like Alan are integral to our continued development as a Village, and I know we will still rely on 

your knowledge moving forwards! (Please :) ) Thank you from all of us Alan, for guiding us so well 

over these past years. 

As we are on our 200th edition, we thought we should remind ourselves of where it all began! On 

pages 15—18 is the first edition, produced by Sidney Read in the Autumn of 1982.  He typed the 

newsletter on a typewriter and it was then reproduced by Braintree District Council before it was 

distributed.  The newsletter was produced 4 times a year.  With the progression of technology the 

process has become easier of the years at least! If only we could find an automated way of deliver-

ing the newsletters!  (We are hugely grateful to those who help deliver the newsletters, as without 

you we would not be able to still publish the newsletter). 

This last quarter also saw James Cleverly (Home Secretary and our local MP) visiting Toppesfield and 

talking to Parishioners. He was talking about the importance of local community, and recognised the 

wonderful spirit we have here. 

Other highlights for this edition include some memories from Little Chestnuts wonderful 50th cele-

bration, information about the upcoming Village Show—for those new to the Village—we hope to 

see you enter something in one or more of the categories! The Village show is a wonderful tradition 

here, but only remains if we partake!! 

I also wanted to highlight two particularly important links that have been shared in the Parish Coun-

cil update, one on flooding, and grants available to private residences to help with defences and al-

so a cost of living website that details lots of support that is available. 

As always, please continue to give us feedback on the newsletter, and provide us with articles and 

information you think should be shared. 

Enjoy the summer—that seems to finally have arrived! 

Many thanks 

Kitty 
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Parish Council Information 

A summary of Parish Council goings-on at the March and April Meetings:   
 
In May District Councillor Richard van Dulken reported that: 

  

• The last meeting at Braintree District Council was their AGM. 
• He will be visiting the Wethersfield site next week.  Numbers of asylum seekers have 

been capped at 800. 
• Councillors Community Grant is open again this year for applications. £1250 is availa-

ble for the year. 
• Braintree District Councils Fit for the Future programme is looking at challenges in the 

future which include financial pressures and how people work, i.e. working from 
home.   

• His annual report was sent to the parish council and is available on the Toppesfield 
Parish Council website and forms part of the minutes from the Annual Parish Meeting.  

  

Other parish council business included:   Cllr Alan Collard resigned from the Parish Council, 

Cllr Kitty Bourlet was elected as Chair and Paula Edwards-Holmes was elected a vice chair 

for this year. Quotes for play equipment in the Toppesfield playing field are being sought, 

Park Lane car park was discussed and alternative uses for it. Response from Essex County 

Council was received and discussed regarding the Church Lane road surface. Dog poop 

bags and dispensers were purchased and will be placed around the Parish for use.  

 

In June County Councillor Peter Schwier reported that: 
• Due to the upcoming general election meetings at County and Braintree District  

Council (BDC) may be changed. 
• Highways Highlights publication was circulated today and includes information about 

Essex Highways 2024 road resurfacing programme.  There will be a lot of diversions so 
drivers will need to be aware of possible delays.  

• National grid Norwich – Tilbury Consultation.  Residents and businesses across Essex 
are being urged to share their views on the widespread impact expected from        
proposals to install pylons, cabling and substations throughout the county.  Consulta-
tion has been extended to Friday 26 July. Residents and businesses can take part in 
the consultation via the National Grid website.  

• 60 new bleed control kits are being set up across Essex as part of the county council’s 
community safety efforts. 

• Community Safety Survey asks Essex residents to voice priorities in tackling crime and 
anti-social behaviour. Residents can take part in this year’s Community Safety Survey 
until 30 June 2024 at https://consultations.essex.gov.uk/equalities-and-partnership/
community_safety_survey_2024 

 
 
 

http://tracking.news.essex.gov.uk/tracking/click?d=-oR09RdoAbB7GMphgk5ByRjsCWAYWN7Dl6IojqneBulssSnhDNxV8CqQfG1gx95-YStSrTfkofoFuKFQlfcOzK3-vqSQY00LNqwgceaikmRHmjswclUpgnTmAG-07HScFWZVq7qIK7up7Luwb2ofQ0k1USPZNpApybKkCcyx1RAYDZ0BAyM_2v7XapbrQXVUUnfpZN_7JjqLokmv
http://tracking.news.essex.gov.uk/tracking/click?d=c7ffMVy7gF59MU4gbIkkCOD97s0oBOLnIOwYXE9LmI_tpIzmJU81agdwcWfw-tbV8C4AwXkqX4vn97pCE-86g1h7HBs38J--TakGRfGOpWRKBOqJOs027UzhykU2ycYx2mxsk8bFUab0HvzXlAXmfFdYM-MW1l3LYd9hUi-s-5Y-WOVrUAP8oljqLNSMhdOGzLtfV7nAcW_1hCSd
http://tracking.news.essex.gov.uk/tracking/click?d=7DOqo9bv3qCsMliozo_WwMlGi5YQNQM_Mn6f8lHsOXUntk0PsQTS8C_ekKjp3UtLlvK09s-HKzDXMcau0mL4xt_RbQUK8TdAqeWVrBKoYHx5-AzrfG0pch22C5P1N2rQ_WDUeUzG-LwB2GRAV_L7s8oG37mTP72AbKUZM7q0vCLR3CrkR31Rbl0YNVmtO8pOZHT_nKY58o70DIyH
http://tracking.news.essex.gov.uk/tracking/click?d=7DOqo9bv3qCsMliozo_WwMlGi5YQNQM_Mn6f8lHsOXUntk0PsQTS8C_ekKjp3UtLlvK09s-HKzDXMcau0mL4xt_RbQUK8TdAqeWVrBKoYHx5-AzrfG0pch22C5P1N2rQ_WDUeUzG-LwB2GRAV_L7s8oG37mTP72AbKUZM7q0vCLR3CrkR31Rbl0YNVmtO8pOZHT_nKY58o70DIyH
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Parish Council Information continued. 

• More than 4,000 residents have their say on Replacement Essex Minerals Local Plan.  

These comments will be reviewed and the amended plan will be published alongside a 

draft list of Preferred Site allocations. The amended plan will be subject to further con-

sultation in the Autum/Winter this year.  

 
District Councillor Richard van Dulken reported: 
 
• There has been a cabinet meeting at BDC and Braintree town is having a Public Spaces 

Protection Order being brought into effect.   
• That he has visited the Wethersfield site and there was a pretty calm atmosphere.  

There are currently 580 residents.  BDC have withdrawn their appeal against the      
Special Development Order (SDO). 

• Flooding – Grants are available, up to £8500 for residents to improve their flood de-
fences.  More information can be found at Essex Flood and Water Management 
(flood.essex.gov.uk). 

• There is a Cost of Living director which is full of advice available on the BDC website at: 
https://www.braintree.gov.uk/costofliving 

  
Other business included:  funding for improvements to the playing fields will be sought, 
meeting with the cricket club will be arranged regarding the playing field and the annual   
return was completed and signed, this is available on the parish council website.  
 
Full minutes of each meeting can be found on  the parish website.  
 
If you have any issues you would like to raise with the Council please do get in touch or 
attend the open session at a Parish Council meeting.  

https://flood.essex.gov.uk/
https://www.braintree.gov.uk/costofliving
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We will be enjoying a morning with lots of fun, crafts and  
activities based around the theme: Jesus the Good       
Shepherd.   

Refreshments will be available. 

We look forward to welcoming you and having a great time 
together.  All are welcome. 

For further information, please contact: 

Tia Stickland: tiastickland@hotmail.com 

St. Margaret’s Church,  

Toppesfield  
 

Our next Messy Church will be: 

Wednesday, 31st July 

10.30 – around 12.15 
Our theme: Jesus the Good 

To ensure we comply with the latest Safeguarding rules and are 
still able to run activities, unfortunately, we are not able to allow 

any child to be left unless accompanied and supervised by a 
parent or carer.  Our main priority is to ensure your child is 

safe, while enjoying time with us. 

We appreciate you supporting our activities, and we really hope 
that you understand the need for us to be transparent and ensure 

the safety of all. 
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Toppesfield and Gainsford End Village Show 2024 
 

Saturday 14th September 
 

Toppesfield Village Hall  2.00pm 
 

THE DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 

Yes it is that time of year again. You will find a schedule for the show 
inside this newsletter so you can be thinking about and planning your 
entries. We have a few new classes this year and I hope something for 
everyone. Just think if everyone entered just one class what a show it 
would make. 

Time line 

• Now have a look at the schedule and decide what you wish to    
enter and fill in the entry slip. Please note for the children's 
classes the age must be written on the entry slip. 

• Thursday 12th Sept   Bring your completed entry slips to the     
village hall between 7.00pm and 8.00pm and collect your   
exhibitor's cards. If this not convenient you can leave your slips 
at Toppesfield Shop by Thursday 12th Sept and I will sort your 
exhibitor's cards for you. 

• Saturday 16th  Sept   Bring your entries to the village hall   
between 8.30 am and 10.00 am 

• Saturday 16th September  2.00pm Come and check on your   
winnings and awards and enjoy the show. 

 

Come and enjoy the show. 

• Check out  the competitive  entries  and admire what amazing    
talent we have in our community. 

• There will be stalls, games, a fantastic raffle and delicious 
strawberries and cream teas. 

• Sit in the garden and have a chat with friends. 

 

A great afternoon for all the family. 

So many villages have lost their shows. 

Show everyone that Toppesfield is the greatest! 
 

Further information  Ann Read  01787 237464 
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All the below services are at 11.00am 

July 7
th
   Trinity 6 Morning Prayer 11.00am   

July 14    Trinity 7 Holy Communion CW 11.00am   

July 21    Trinity 8 Morning Prayer 11.00am   

July 28    Trinity 9 Holy Communion BCP 11.00am   

Aug 4      Trinity 10 Morning Prayer  11.00am   

Aug 11    Trinity 11 Holy Communion CW 11.00am   

Aug 18    Trinity 12 Morning Prayer  11.00am  

Aug 25    Trinity 13 Holy Communion BCP 11.00am 

   

 

 

 

 

 

St Margaret's Church Services for        

May - June 2024 

All welcome  

Weekly net practice is held at the playing field  

every Thursday from 6.30pm.  
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We would like to say thank you to everyone who came and supported our  

50th celebration, it was wonderful to see so many faces and chat about our fab Pre-school.   
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St. Margaret’s C of E Primary School 

 

As always, we have been busy in school and are delighted to share some of our 
news with you.  

Firstly, we must offer huge thanks for the support of FOSMs throughout the year. 
They do so much for the school and the children and their hard work must be com-
mended. They have organised two beautify the school days where volunteers have 
come in to help the school in some cleaning, sorting and organising. They have 
had a particular focus on the key stage 1 classroom and outdoor area and these 
areas are now looking much improved. They also arranged a visit to Boydell’s farm 
for Seed class and funded the bus and arranged for the whole school to have an 
amazing visit from Spirit of the Wild where the children got to meet and find out 
about lots of different animals including Golden Eagles, owls, snakes, spiders and a 
husky!  

We have also held sports day this term, which was well attended by our parents, 
and where again FOSMS had a pivotal role in providing refreshments! Great fun 
was had by all. Continuing with the theme of sport, we took part in a cricket event 
organised for the Colne Valley Consortium of schools, which we are part of, where 
some of the children had the opportunity to play cricket against other schools.  

I must also commend our year 6 pupils on the immense resilience and positivity 
they showed during SATs week. The papers were some of the hardest seen, and 
yet they all approached them with determination and did their best. They are a re-
markable group of young people who enjoyed their reward of a park visit! 

At the time of writing this, there may only be four weeks of term left, but we still 
have a lot to pack in, including a visit to Colchester for Sapling class, a production, 
transition days, our second community coffee afternoon, a residential trip, district 
sports and a water fight! I think we’ll all need the summer break when it gets here! 
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St. Margaret’s C of E Primary School continued 

 

 
 

 

The Next Village Markets will be held at  

Toppesfield Village Hall on: 

Saturday 6th July — 10.30 am —12.30 pm   

Saturday 3rd August — 10.30 am —12.30 pm   

Saturday 7th September—10.30am—12.30pm 
 

Please pop along to see what is on offer from fresh meat, jams, 

 pastries, and cakes to handmade crafts, cards, jewellery and more.  

Or pop in for a tasty bacon roll and a cuppa with friends. 

We would also like to remind you that our hall is now available for lettings. If you 
have a need for a letting for a one-off event or a regular booking and are      
struggling to find a suitable space, why not contact the school office be emailing 
admin@st-margaretscofe.essex.sch.uk or calling 01787 237354 to find out more. 

Do remember to follow us on social media and like and share our posts far and 
wide! 
 
Facebook: St. Margaret's CofE Primary School, Toppesfield 
X (formerly twitter): @StMargaretsTopp 
Instagram: stmargaretstopp 

mailto:admin@st-margaretscofe.essex.sch.uk
https://www.facebook.com/St-Margarets-CofE-Primary-School-Toppesfield-100111822568391/
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News from the Footpaths 
 
 

 

 

 

As some of you will be aware from the splendid Toppesfield Forum Site, on        
Facebook, I have been leading walks around the parish  on the labyrinth of foot-
paths within the parish. 

Rather than just respond to issues with footpaths from third parties, it makes it 
easy to keep on top of any maintenance issues first hand and get some active    
exercise whilst having a walk, we have an active core of walkers, that meet at the 
Pump every Thursday 10 AM we have completed Nine walks Eleven walks so far 
since inception with No injuries and only 'One 'wrong turn !!! 

Please feel free to join us for a walk and a chat and a coffee at the cafe after. 

There is only one issue brought to my attention by a regular walker on the fields 
parallel to Yeldham Road and that is that the farm field paths are not kept clear. 

I am not sure who is responsible at present but I will be making strides to get the 
issue resolved. Walkers are trampling over the crops if they cannot follow a path-
way. 

Thanks go to the Mortlock's for keeping the pathways clear. 
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July has arrived and we now have a picnic area at the beginning of the Allotments 
with a bench. Just in time for the summer holidays. A free venue to walk to and  
enjoy the countryside and wildlife. 
 
Jobs 
Keep hoeing and turning over the soil with a hand trowel to rid smaller crops of 
weeds emerging and to freshen up the soil that can become cracked and hard. 
Keep adding organic matter, like well-rotted manure or compost.  
 
Greenhouses should be checked for pests and kept well ventilated. Shading may 
be needed if it is a hot July. 
 
With regular summer crops being harvested, it should hopefully free up some 
space for    autumn planting but if you are lacking in room, there are many crops 
that can be grown in containers. 
 
Keep mulching where necessary to help retain the moisture and suppress the 
weeds. 
 
If you're on top with plot jobs this month, it is a good opportunity to get other jobs; 
that sometimes get pushed back, done on a sunny day like painting or treating the 
shed, tidying up pathways and edges, mending fencing and more. 
 
Don't forget the hat and sun cream! 
 
If it is a dry July, there will be plenty of watering to be done; especially thirsty plants 
like beans and young, vulnerable plants. If it is a particularly warm month, it is best 
to do your watering early in the morning so that the sun does not scorch the plant's 
foliage. The evenings are cooler but the wet and warm conditions will be an open 
invitation to the slugs and snails.  
 
Pests and diseases need to be kept under control. Watch out for tomato blight if it 
is damp and pinch out the tomato plants.  
 
Fruit trees that are ladened with forming fruits may require thinning out or some 
supporting stakes to help the branches from breaking. Prune apple trees this 
month. Strawberry runners can be potted or plugged directly in the ground to pro-
vide new crops. 
 
Snap off spearheads forming on onions. 
 
Thanks to Linda for the BBQ and Prize raffle and Clare for the Wild Flower Garden 
with seat ( somewhere to visit and read a book in  peace ). 
 
Paul Thompson 
Chair  

TOPPESFIELD ALLOTMENTS with NASLAG  
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Eddie is a gentle soul, four years young and eager for a patient, 
understanding heart to unlock his affections. He's had a bit of a 
tough start in life which has left him a tad sensitive, but Eddie's 
personality shines through when he feels safe and understood. 

When he came to us, Eddie was very nervous. However, since 
being in our care, Eddie has completely come out of his shell. 
Eddie has now shown great interest in playing with toys and has been responding well to a 
human companion. He also loves his loves his cat nip1 

As a truly special boy, Eddie would still be best suited to an adult home, free from the      
unpredictability of young children; a place where stability and calm reign. With the right 
person who can respect his boundaries, Eddie will flourish, developing trust and a bond 
that is as rewarding as it is sincere. 

In the company of fellow feline friends, Eddie's confidence begins to blossom. He shows 
signs of wanting to be part of a multi-cat household, where a slow and steady introduction 
could lead to friendships built on mutual respect and shared quiet moments. 

Eddie's ideal home a one that is quiet and calm, where he can roam both indoors and out, 
with the gentle support of his human. If you think you are the one for Eddie, We invite you 
to submit an interest form to us at www.danaheranimalhome.org.uk and follow the links 
and take the chance to make a profound difference in Eddie's world, In return, you will 
earn the love and patience of a cat who just needs a second chance. 

http://www.danaheranimalhome.org.uk
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