TILLICOULTRY, COALSNAUGHTON & DEVONSIDE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

DRAFT MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 12 SEPTEMBER 2023 AT 7.00 PM

AT THE BEN CLEUCH CENTRE, TILLICOULTRY
Agenda item 1 – Welcome and Apologies:
Community councillors present: Ronnie Beveridge (RB), Maria Leel (ML), Ewart McAuslane (EMcA), Robert McClelland (RMcC), Ian Millar (IM), Alex Robertson (AR), Helen Saunders (HS) and Melanie White (MW).

Others in attendance: Elizabeth Calder, William Lamb, Councillor Fiona Law, Gillian McAuslane and PC James Miller.
Apologies: Robert McAulay and Damian Sherwood-Johnson.
Agenda item 2 – police report: this will be put on our noticeboards and website: (i) PC Miller said that contrary to social media and press reports, they always record and investigate shoplifting reports; (ii) Cllr Law says that Clacks Council is considering arranging the demolition of the fire-damaged house in Elistoun Drive and they will be contacting PC Miller about this; (iii) it was also brought to PC Miller’s attention that an individual had recently been witnessed purchasing alcohol for under-18s from a local shop.
Agenda item 3 – Minutes of previous meeting on 8 August 2023: the draft Minutes had been circulated and were approved - proposed by IM and seconded by EMcA.  
Agenda item 4 – Updates from elected members:  Cllr Law (i) the new grey wheeled bins are currently being delivered to households.  An information booklet with recycling points will also be distributed soon (although this is already out of date because the bottle banks have been moved from Bank Street to the Ben Cleuch Centre car park since its publication); (ii) the gate at end of Devonvale Crescent will be replaced by Clacks Council in a couple of weeks (the original one was recently removed to allow access when road resurfacing works were done in nearby Ann Street and Balcarres Street).  
Agenda item 5 – interim elections for community councillors: we will be participating in these and have six vacancies.  The nomination process opens tomorrow and ends on 28 September. 
Agenda item 6 – road resurfacing/markings and CCTV:  IM queried why Ann Street and Balcarres Street were resurfaced when it wasn’t too bad compared to some other streets which are badly affected by potholes, etc.  RMcC queried the decision-making process and the criteria to decide which streets are done, and Cllr Law will check this.  WL voiced his concerns about the lack of CCTV and suggested asking PC Miller what he thinks are good areas for cameras to be placed.  ACTION: RMcC says this should be added as a requirement to the High Street upgrade for when money becomes available or if there is an opportunity to apply for external funding and to find out if public are on board with the siting of this.
Agenda item 7 – High Street flower beds: IM has plans for the two flower beds that we manage, eg to plant daffodil bulbs, etc.  He has some volunteers to help with this.  ACTION: EMcA will contact Jane Edwards about this then establish a suitable date for everyone.
Agenda item 8 – Place Plan update: RB and EMcA are meeting with the Coalfields Regeneration Trust (CRT) on Thursday for the next stage of talks regarding the Community Action Plan.  The Place Plan is a longer-term issue.
Agenda item 9 – Community Action Plan: RB wished to give us all the opportunity to provide our thoughts for the forthcoming Community Action Plan and provided a booklet for us all to complete for him to pass on to Enid at CRT.  We worked in separate groups to complete these.  RMcC thanked RB for taking ownership of this and for his ongoing efforts and hard work.
AOCB: EMcA has received an EDF microgrant application for £250 from the sewing and patchwork group based at Tillicoultry Parish Church who do a lot of charitable work.  This is to go towards the cost of a new sewing and quilting machine, and they will pay the balance.  This was approved by all present.

Agenda item 10 – date and venue of next meeting: The next meetings of the CC will be on Tuesday 10 October at the Ben Cleuch Centre, with the AGM commencing at 7.00 pm followed by the ordinary monthly meeting from 7.30 pm to 9.00 pm.  
