TILLICOULTRY, COALSNAUGHTON & DEVONSIDE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 13 SEPTEMBER 2022 AT 7.00 PM

AT THE BEN CLEUCH CENTRE, TILLICOULTRY

Agenda item 1 – Welcome and Apologies:
Community councillors present: Ronnie Beveridge (RB), Robert McAulay (RMcA), Ewart McAuslane (EMcA), Robert McClelland (RMcC), Ian Millar (IM), Alex Robertson (AR), Damian Sherwood-Johnson (DSJ) and Melanie White (MW).

Others in attendance: Councillor Donald Balsillie, Councillor Martha Benny, Councillor Fiona Law and Cammy Robertson.
Apologies: Mark Briggs and PC James Miller.
DSJ proposed the following statement for our social media regarding the death of Queen Elizabeth II on 8 September “Tillicoultry, Coalsnaughton and Devonside Community Council is deeply saddened by the loss of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il, and we send our condolences to the Royal Family.  In Her Majesty’s lifetime, she strongly demonstrated the values of public service, steadfast commitment to worthwhile causes, and real care and concern for the people that we as a Community Council share and will continue to be guided by.  We are grateful to Her Majesty for showing the importance and power of such values in her stewardship.”  This was seconded by EMcA.

DSJ mentioned minor alterations to the monthly agenda to save time during the meetings, such as dropping the police report (the report will continue to be added to the notice boards) and omitting AOCB.  Also, although we don’t have a meeting in July each year, we will have an informal catch up that month instead.
Agenda item 2 - Minutes of August 2022 meeting/update on actions not on the agenda: the draft Minutes had been circulated and were approved - proposed by IM and seconded by EMcA.  Update on actions not on the agenda: the gala debriefing meeting took place last week.  ONGOING ACTIONS: (i) DSJ to discuss gala debrief with IM then put survey on Facebook, (ii) DSJ to liaise with Dee Jess from Tilly Baptist Church re public liability insurance, (iii) EMcA to ask insurance broker about contractual arrangements.
Agenda item 3 – Development of Place Plan: DSJ said that it is important to spend time on engagement with different sectors in the community – the first one took place at the gala in June (carried out by CRT).  The next engagement session is on 24 September at Coalsnaughton Village Hall for available community councillors and other local representatives to work through the Place Standard Tool, followed by public engagement in the Devonvale Hall in October/November.  Online surveys will also be available.  OYCI will do a walk along the High Street from the public park to Sterling and give their opinion.  RB has agreed to do a town centre audit, speaking to all business owners.  A wrap-up event will be held in November/December at the Devonvale Hall.  RB suggested that he could carry out an urban capacity study, a comprehensive scan over Tillicoultry re brownfield sites, etc.  The elected members were asked if there are still guarantees about the funding for the High Street/townscape initiative funding.  Cllr Balsillie confirmed that it is still in the capital programme along with other items but that these are all vulnerable due to the ongoing situation with insufficient funds for pay rises, pressures on the administration for new schools, the new swimming pool in Alloa, etc.  DSJ said that this undermines our engagement process which is on the premise of the funding being available; Cllr Balsillie encouraged the CC to proceed with our plans and engage with the community so that we are ready if the funding remains available.  DSJ said that CRT’s final format should be ready by the end of March 2023.  DSJ suggested forming a community/steering group in January 2023 who will approve the final document alongside the CC.
Agenda item 4 – Position statements for ongoing issues: EMcA will send these out to all community councillors for future agreement.  ACTION: to be added to next month’s agenda.
Agenda item 5 – Planning report: planning permission in principle has been granted for the Coalsnaughton development on the caveat proposed by the seconder to the motion, ie inclusive engagement for TCDCC throughout the Matters Specified in Conditions stages (MSC).  DSJ thanked RB for putting forward the CC’s submission.
Agenda item 6 – updates from elected members:  
Cllr Benny said that she’ll discuss the disused toilets in Murray Square with Clacks Council’s new senior officer.  She suggested that it could become a community asset for any group that may be interested.  

Cllr Law said that contribution to art is part of the planning remit for Coalsnaughton which could fit in with our Place Plan.
Cllr Balsillie mentioned the commemorative service for Queen Elizabeth II on 20 September at St Mungo’s Church in Alloa and he’d be grateful if we could promote this on our social media.  RMcC queried if Clacks Council has a policy about Christmas lights being put up this year in view of the current energy crisis as some councils have already decided not to go ahead with Christmas lights this year.  EMcA will discuss this with the EDF to see about possible alternatives for the funding to be spent on.  DSJ said that we need to weigh up the cost versus what it symbolises to the community if the lights go up.  Cllr Balsillie will find out about the public street lighting.  MW says that we must include the Tilly Ladies in any discussions if there are to be any changes.

AOCB:
Land at Devonside – the owner has e-mailed the CC stating that he wishes to meet with us to discuss the current situation.  ACTION: MW to forward the e-mail to RB and EMcA so that they can arrange to meet the landowner.
EDF Microgrant – EMcA says that an application has been received from the Wee County Men’s Shed for safety rails on stairs.  Acceptance was recommended by the EDF committee and was unanimously approved by all CCs present.

Agenda item 7 – arrangements for our next meeting: the next meeting of the CC will be our Annual General Meeting at 7.00 pm followed by our ordinary monthly meeting at 7.30 pm on Tuesday 11 October at the Ben Cleuch Centre, Tillicoultry.  We will open at 6.30 pm for refreshments.  
