TILLICOULTRY, COALSNAUGHTON & DEVONSIDE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

DRAFT MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 8 NOVEMBER 2022 AT 7.00 PM

AT THE BEN CLEUCH CENTRE, TILLICOULTRY

Agenda item 1 – Welcome and Apologies:
Community councillors present: Ronnie Beveridge (RB), Maria Leel (ML), Robert McAulay (RMcA), Ewart McAuslane (EMcA), Robert McClelland (RMcC), Ian Millar (IM), Alex Robertson (AR), Damian Sherwood-Johnson (DSJ) and Melanie White (MW).

Others in attendance: Jacqueline Cavellini, Sandra Dunion, Willie Lamb Councillor Fiona Law, and Pauline Grandison and Enid Trevett from the Coalfields Regeneration Trust.
Apologies: Councillor Donald Balsillie, Councillor Martha Benny, Councillor William Keogh and PC Miller.
Agenda item 2 - Minutes of Annual General Meeting and Ordinary Meeting on 11 October 2022: the draft Minutes had been circulated and were approved - proposed by RB and seconded by ML.  
Agenda item 3 – Development of Place Plan: Enid: the consultation started at the gala in June and will culminate at the voting day at the Devonvale Hall on 10 December.  The virtual engagement room is live online.  They are also working with schools using a child-friendly format.  After the event and the schools’ responses have been received, they will pull together the key pieces for the Place Plan for the March 2023 deadline.  The event will be well advertised with leaflets (1,500 are ready to be delivered), social medial, local paper, posters and word of mouth.  We should let DSJ know of any people who are unable to go online so that he can see that we get the paperwork to them.  

Pauline: Dolly Parton’s Dollywood Foundation has set up the Imagination Library which means that children from birth to the age of five will receive a free Penguin book every month which is tailored to them.  CRT is looking to work with nurseries, baby/toddler groups and health workers.  DSJ said to let us know if the CC can help in any way.
Agenda item 4 – Christmas lights switch on: at our last meeting, we agreed to consult with local people to obtain their views on putting up fewer Christmas lights in Murray Square.  DSJ created a survey which asked whether people agreed that only the Star of Hope and lights on the tree should be displayed this year in Murray Square.  The poll was open for a week and promoted on our Facebook page (in a post which provided additional information) and extensively shared.  262 people responded, of which 81 (31%) agreed and 181 (69%) disagreed.  DSJ is satisfied that with both the number of respondents and the size of the majority this is a clear representation of the view of local people.  As we committed to adhere to the majority view, all the lights in Murray Square will be displayed.  The EDF had confirmed shortly after our last meeting that their funding could not be used for any other purpose.  ACTIONS: (i) DSJ to pop a post about the survey results on our Facebook page; (ii) EMCA to purchase gazebo to be used in Murray Square at the switch on and contact Clacks Council re traffic cones for Murray Square.
Agenda item 5 – Planning report: RB had distributed his report prior to the meeting.  The street lighting works continue in Coalsnaughton.  There is no change in the situation re the breach of planning control on the land in Alexandra Street in Devonside, and he has written once again to Keith Johnstone at Clacks Council in an attempt to progress the matter.  There was a lengthy discussion about the Participation Request, and several people in the room mentioned their gripes regarding Clack’s Council’s planning department, eg never returning phone calls.
Agenda item 6 – Updates from Elected Members:
Cllr Law continues to chip away at issues that continually tick over.  The budget talks are starting to happen.  DSJ asked for advance warning of any budget plans that directly affect our CC area.  
AOCB: 

· Remembrance Sunday – EMcA has completed the paperwork for the procession which leaves the Parish Church at 11.50 am.  EMcA will lay our wreath at the war memorial in Tillicoultry Cemetery.  RB will lay our wreath at the Coalsnaughton War Memorial.

· On Remembrance Day on Friday 11 November, EMcA will join our former community councillors Elizabeth Young and John Mitchell to lay wreaths at the VC Garden in Tilly High Street.
· This month’s police report will be emailed to all CCs.
· EMcA – a microgrant application has been received from Tilly Art Group for art materials for classes held in Tilly Baptist Church.  On the recommendation of the EDF sub-group, this was approved by all CCs present.  Also, the Gala grant has now been paid into our main account by Clacks Council and will be transferred to our gala account.

Agenda item 7 – arrangements for our next meeting: the next meeting of the CC will be on Tuesday 13 December 2022 at Coalsnaughton Village Hall, from 7.00 pm to 9.00 pm. 
