TILLICOULTRY, COALSNAUGHTON & DEVONSIDE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 14 MAY 2024 AT 7.00 PM

AT THE BEN CLEUCH CENTRE, TILLICOULTRY
Welcome and Apologies: GMcA chaired tonight’s meeting and welcomed everyone present.
Community councillors present:, William Lamb (WL), Ewart McAuslane (EMcA), Gillian McAuslane (GMcA), Ian Millar (IM), Alex Robertson (AR) and Melanie White (MW).

Others in attendance: Elizabeth Calder.
Apologies: Ronnie Beveridge, Councillor Fiona Law, Robert McAulay, Robert McClelland and Helen Saunders.
Police report: this will be put on our notice boards and website.  
Minutes of previous meeting on 9 April 2024: the draft Minutes had been circulated and were approved - proposed by WL and seconded by AR.  Update on actions not on the agenda: (i) EMcA to provide photo of dog poo stencil for the Facebook page; (ii) EMcA has discussed the Tic Toc monies with Graeme Clark which will be given to us to hold on behalf of the community.  Graeme hopes that some of it can be spent on a seat being placed at the back of the tower – EMcA will approach Clacks Council for their permission to do so.  EMcA proposed putting the money into the Over 70s account which currently holds around £600 – this was approved by all CCs present; (iii) EMcA said that he will buy some more litter picking rings and replacement pickers; (iv) EMcA attended the recent Wellbeing Hub and Lochies School consultation but advised there was no mention of what any bus service provision would be for those from Tillicoultry, etc, to travel there and back; (v) GMcA advised that DSJ’s understanding was that he’d already stepped down as a community councillor at last year’s AGM – MW to advise Lesley Baillie of his formal resignation as a community councillor; (vi) Elma memorial – EMcA said that the Devonvale Hall committee would not have any objection to a tree being planted there; (vii) Nicola at Road Services has advised EMcA when she’ll need to receive the applications for the entertainment licence and closing Murray Square for the Christmas lights switch on.
Changes to Murray Square, bus routes and stops: the new bus shelters and bike stands are now in place at Murray Square bus station.  EMcA said that he has already been out to clean off vandalism.  Mackies recently announced their decision to stop their service through Devonside, and the bus stops that had recently been removed will not be replaced by Clacks Council as planned.  The only bus stops that will remain are the two at the bottom of the Glen.  ACTION: GMcA will find out about level of service from bus companies.
Update on Town Centre Improvement Plan/Community Action Plan/Place Plan: Cllr Law confirmed prior to the meeting that Iain MacDonald said that Shirley Patterson would be our main contact for the streetscape plan.  EMcA said that instead of holding the promotional event for the Community Action Plan this month we will have an open day at the Ben Cleuch Centre at some stage after the gala, possibly during Tillicoultry Community Week if it goes ahead this year.  Copies of the plan should be made available to community councillors only prior to the event.
Tilly Gala 2024 planning: Helen Saunders is overseeing the publicity and is ordering advertising banners and posters and will also arrange publicity with the Alloa Advertiser.  GMcA advised that she is working on the stall applications, the children are all ready, Alloa Kilt Hire will provide the boys’ kilts (Daiglen no longer do kilt hire), and the car is arranged.  ACTION: request to be made for volunteers to steward the parade.
Treasurer’s report/EDF microgrants: EMcA said that the EDF microgrant 2023/34 recipients so far have been Inspirations, Tillycoeur Twinning, Sewing & Patchwork Group, ELC, Mill Glen Action Group, Alva Academy MacMillan, and the Wee County Men’s Shed.  Three other applications have been received for approval to make up the ten, ie (i) Yarn Together Group at Tilly Parish Church to buy wool to make items to be issued for charitable purposes, eg syringe driver bags, prem baby outfits, trauma teddies, twiddle muffs, etc; (ii) Hillfoots Vixens (ladies rugby team) for the cost of medical equipment to take to their matches; (iii) Tilly Scouts for van hire to reduce travel costs for 20 adults and four adult leaders to attend a scouting jamboree at Blair Atholl,.  All three were approved by all CCs present.
AOCB: nil.
Date and venue of next meeting: the next meeting of the CC will be on Tuesday 11 June at the Ben Cleuch Centre, Tillicoultry, from 7.00 pm to 9.00 pm. 
