TILLICOULTRY, COALSNAUGHTON & DEVONSIDE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES
AGM ON TUESDAY 13TH JANUARY 2026 AT THE BEN CLEUCH CENTRE, TILLICOULTRY
tcanddcommunitycouncil@gmail.com
Robert McClelland chaired the meeting welcoming attendees and wishing everyone a Happy New year.
Welcome and apologies: Community Councillors present – Ewart McAuslane (EMcA), Robert McClelland (RMcC), Alex Robertson (AR), Melanie White (MW), Helen Saunders (HS), Robert McAulay (RMcA), Gillian McAuslane (GMcA), Ian Millar (IM). Apologies: John Fairley (JF)
Elected Members: Fiona Law (FL), Donald Basillie (DB)
RMcC confirmed that following the last CC meeting Willie Lamb had submitted his resignation. The vacancy to co-opt is available. Anyone interested in joining should contact via email.
Police Report: RMcC confirmed 20 incidents reported in December. Parking issues are being addressed with tickets and warnings issued. Continued work with the community to address drug dealers. 
Minutes of Meeting held on 9th December 2025 (RMcA proposed and MW seconded the minutes):
EDF panel membership is available for community application. Interest should be noted by email.  
HS highlighted a misprint in reference to RAAC – this was noted.
Townscape Initiative: A small budget due in 2026–27, with a larger amount hoped for in 2027–28. Additional funding schemes are being explored by the Community Council (CC). A December walkthrough with two elected members identified key areas: raised beds, Murray Square, pavements and crossings. The CC has asked for Council support to progress plans. DB proposed involving Kevin Wells and requesting a Housing representative due to resourcing pressures in other services. EMcA confirmed Kevin Wells will attend the CC meeting in February. DB and FL offered continued support as elected members throughout development of the initiative. EMcA has scheduled a walkabout with Chris Hargrove (Land Services) to review current issues and clarify responsibilities, helping work progress swiftly once funding is secured. RMcC confirmed the Townscape Initiative funding applies only to Tillicoultry High Street. AR raised concerns about Devonside and Coalsnaughton; agreed these should be discussed separately with Kevin Wells. ACTION – FL confirmed she will as proposed link in with business owners before the February meeting and email an update to the CC mailbox. FL confirmed the community payback team had been contacted about work on the war memorial in the town. ACTION - FL will check for any update. ACTION - EMcA will also raise this with Chris Hargrove to see where Land Services could possibly help to support.
Elected Member Updates: 
DB wished everyone a Happy New Year and confirmed the pigeon hut issue has been addressed and the RAAC matters are progressing towards agreement between property owners and the Council. No progress yet on the Tilly Glen rockfall as the land is owned by Tillicoultry Quarries. A request has been made for potential shared funding/work to address the issues and ongoing closure. Aspirations for Tillicoultry Ski Slope upgrade include new surface materials, improved footpath access and possible facilities.
 The Place Plan is now formally part of the planning process for external funding bids and is nationally recognised for Council plan approval. EMcA confirmed the existing Place Plan document will now move forward with support from Enid Trevott, who helped create and print the current plan. FL confirmed no senior managers are currently in Place services due to recruitment challenges faced by a small council.
FL updated Alva Library has closed, with staff establishing a new flagship service at the Spiers Centre. CAP (Community Access Point) at Alva Primary School will continue, including hearing aid battery provision and book drop/pick-up. FL can share a contact should the Tilly Ladies wish to link with the flagship team, given their work placing bookshelves around the town. Alva CC is working with Alva Academy to promote CC activities and microgrant opportunities; EMcA confirmed this may be of interest locally. No update on progress with Alexandra Street in Devonside, a planning application has been raised and is under discussion.
Treasurers report: Main account now includes the extra £1000 EDF microgrant money. 5 grants are available to be applied for before May 2026. Budget response submission is required by 21st to the Council. EMcA has drafted a response which has been shared with Community Councillors for review and approval. Responses requested by 16th January to enable submission by closure date.
AOCB: 
Baptist Church – three members of the church joined the meeting to share an update. Confirming the church had been in the building next to Murray Square since 1893 and continues to see a rise in their congregation numbers. Growing to over 200 members they have had to split into two services due to the restrictions to numbers within the building. The church already has established a number of community activities like Messy Mondays, Tilly Winks Wednesdays, Board game club, Food Larder, Friday Café, monthly litter pick and Italian, tai chi and art groups to name a few.
The Congregational Church was gifted to the Baptist Church however the small purchase price comes along with the challenge of large upkeep and improvement costs. Architect plans created for extension and alterations to front of church with planning permission to be submitted. The Hillside Project is in place with manpower and plenty of enthusiasm. Fundraising will be a challenge and the group are looking to raise awareness of the plans with the town. An anonymous questionnaire has been created to gather the communities thoughts and suggestions, this can be accessed along with more information on the Hillside Project via the church website tillicoultrybaptist.org
DB provided some information of possible trusts who can help support in grant money for the fundraising efforts.
EMcA  highlighted the footpath at the Golf Driving Range has been unusable for some time due to flooding. The Council have confirmed they have plans to raise the path above the burn to fix this issue. Aware the Golf Range has been sold however unsure of plans at this time. 
The cemetery toilets should be open for funerals and when the Council workers are onsite. Anyone experiencing issues can address with EMcA via the CC email who will raise with Council contact.
Moss Road House – photograph provided of waste transferred from No50-No48. Disposal of this waste should be arranged with the house nearing completion.
The Development Trust have confirmed use of the main room within the Ben Cleuch Centre will be limited with expansion of activities. The CC will move into Room 1.
AR raised concerns for Devonside with flooding to roads, drain covers at the Zebra crossing  and missing hedge. ACTION - GMcA to send FL a message noting the points for raising.
IM highlighted requests being received in regards to the Gala. No volunteers have come forward from meetings and discussions to take on the arranging of the Gala with the three main members resigning this year. A message will be added to the CC Facebook page requesting volunteers by next CC meeting in February, if no volunteers the Gala will not go ahead in June. ACTION – GMcA to arrange Facebook message.
Local resident highlighted to clarify in regards to RAAC the owners have agreement with the Council in all 3 blocks. The matter is not resolved from owners satisfaction due to considerable financial impact. CC noted.
Next meeting 10th February, 7pm Ben Cleuch Centre
