TILLICOULTRY, COALSNAUGHTON & DEVONSIDE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 8 AUGUST 2023 AT 700 PM

AT THE LESSER HALL, TILLICOULTRY PARISH CHURCH
Agenda item 1 – Welcome and Apologies:
Community councillors present: Ronnie Beveridge (RB), Maria Leel (ML), Ewart McAuslane (EMcA), Robert McClelland (RMcC), Ian Millar (IM), Alex Robertson (AR) and Melanie White (MW).

Others in attendance: William Lamb, Councillor Fiona Law, Gillian McAuslane, Gordon McIntyre, PC James Miller, Helen Saunders and Glenn Stuart.
Apologies: Robert McAulay.
Agenda item 2 – police report: this will be put on our noticeboards and website: (i) the travellers have moved on from near the sewage works site.  SEPA are involved in asking the landowners to clear up the rubbish left behind.  Cllr Law advised that an alternative would be for Clacks Council to clear it and bill the landowners; (ii) following the fire at 11 Elistoun Drive on 2 August, PC Miller voiced his frustration over the empty properties that are being targeted, adding that the end result is always a fire.  He and some of the surrounding business owners at Barnpark Industrial Estate recently put up fencing around the former Lemac factory which is also a target; (iii) when asked by RB about his thoughts on CCTV, PC Miller said that the current system in the High Street is redundant and that it would be great if a new system were installed at the same time as any High Street improvements were done.
Agenda item 3 – Presentation by Glenn Stuart, Waste Team Leader at Clacks Council: a new scheme was approved in May 2023 for introduction in October with a new grey wheelie bin, and the other wheelie bins (except brown) moving to a four-weekly collection cycle.  Garden waste (brown bin) and food waste collections will remain the same.  The main driving decision is to reduce emissions.  The new measures bring Clacks Council into the code of practice of household recycling in Scotland and is consistent across the whole of Scotland.  Clacks Council will secure a better price for paper and card once collected from the grey bins.  Sorting of the recycling will be outsourced by Clacks Council.  If people have problems in accommodating the standard size grey bin they can have a smaller one (and a smaller blue one).  The grey bins and promotional materials have been funded by Zero Waste Scotland.  Householders that can apply for an additional green bin are: larger households with six or more permanent residents; people with certain medical conditions; and families with two or more children using disposable nappies.  The forthcoming changes will be communicated to residents from 21 August onwards.  Glass recycling banks will continue to be in use, and Clacks Council is trying to identify further sites.  Cllr Law said that the financial savings will not be entirely clear yet until they go out to the market, but there is a potentially reduced cost of £93,000.
Agenda item 4 - Minutes of previous meeting on 13 June 2023: the draft Minutes had been circulated and were approved - proposed by IM and seconded by EMcA.  Update on actions not on the agenda: the placement of speed strips in Lower Mill Street/Marchglen is not currently possible due to the lack of trained Clacks Council staff, but PC Miller has been out with a speed gun and spoken to several drivers who were speeding.  He added that the police have no enforcement rights in 20 mph zones unless near a school.  
Agenda item 5 – Updates from elected members:  Cllr Law (i) following the recent fire at Elistoun Drive, she had emailed an update about Clacks Council’s stance prior to the meeting, and she agreed to find out what their view is on the legality if someone is injured in or near the property, eg falling masonry; (ii) an enforcement notice has been served on the landowner at Devonside, giving six months to clear the land with effect from 17 August unless he lodges a written appeal by then; (iii) the UCI cycling event cost to Clacks Council was £1.5K to £2K for road closures, signage, etc; (iv) the C2 bus service stops from 14 August 2023 - Clacks Council plans to speak with Dial-a-Journey and other third sector organisations about what they can offer in the future; (v) she is happy to have a discussion with us about funding for High Street improvements and what to do should any become available, although RB stated that he is not happy with a piecemeal approach; (vi) bus shelter cleaning should start soon – EMcA to let her know about any missing panels or ones in a bad condition.  MW thanked Cllr Law for always responding to and following up on our queries/emails.
Agenda item 6 – Position of chairperson going forward: Deputy chairman RMcC confirmed that he remains happy to chair the meetings but cannot take on any of the other responsibilities as chairperson.
Agenda item 7 – decision on interim elections plus co-option of new member: it was agreed to proceed to an interim election later this year in an attempt to boost our numbers.  In the meantime, we were delighted to co-opt Helen Saunders as a new member which was proposed by EMcA, seconded by MW, and approved by all others present.
Agenda item 8 – Future of the Ben Cleuch Centre: Clacks Council say there are no plans to shut the centre, despite rumours.  However, an approach had been made to them to consider the opportunities of community ownership.  Anthea Coulter of CTSI has been dealing with this.  
Agenda item 9 – Community Action Plan update: RB and EMcA have met a couple of times with the Coalfields Regeneration Trust and are meeting again tomorrow to discuss the next steps with this (town centre improvement project/place plan/community action plan).  RB suggests a brainstorming meeting between ourselves.  Cllr Law advised that she is happy to assist in any way. 
AOCB: EMcA advised that the EDF microgrants have increased plus the events grant to £3,000 and the lights grant to £3,000.  The gala grant has been received.  An application has been received from the Tillycoeur twinning committee seeking a contribution to the Hillfoots Music for Youth ceilidh which was approved by everyone present.  Everyone also approved a further £250 contribution to Tillicoultry Community Week from the events grant.  IM thanked everyone who helped and contributed at the gala - the next gala committee meeting is on Tuesday 15 August.
Agenda item 10 – date and venue of next meeting: The next meeting of the CC will be on Tuesday 12 September at the Ben Cleuch Centre, from 7.00 pm to 9.00 pm.  
