TILLICOULTRY, COALSNAUGHTON & DEVONSIDE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 16 AUGUST 2022 AT 7.00 PM

AT THE BEN CLEUCH CENTRE, TILLICOULTRY

Agenda item 1 – Welcome and Apologies:
Community councillors present: Ronnie Beveridge (RB), Mark Briggs (MB), Ewart McAuslane (EMcA), Ian Millar (IM), Alex Robertson (AR), Damian Sherwood-Johnson (DSJ) and Melanie White (MW).

Others in attendance: Archie Drummond, William Lamb, Councillor Fiona Law, Maria Leel and Cammy Robertson.
Apologies: Councillor Donald Balsillie, Robert McClelland, PC Katie Lawson and PC James Miller.
Agenda item 2 - police report: a copy of PC Miller’s report will be placed on the CC notice boards. 

Agenda item 3 - Minutes of June 2022 meeting: the draft Minutes had been circulated and were approved - proposed by IM and seconded by MB.
Agenda item 4 – updates from elected members: Cllr Law: (i) she is speaking to the appropriate personnel at Clacks Council about the caravan parked in the High Street, (ii) at least two people have been fined for fly-tipping behind the shops in Tilly High Street, (iii) local volunteers are being sought for Clacks Council’s Climate Change Forum, (iv) the funds for the recent Coalsnaughton roadworks are not coming out of the streetscape initiative budget, (v) the threshold for Clacks Council’s clothing grants has been expanded which will benefit more people, and (vi) Clacks Council is looking into whether they can do anything to help the households whose bins will not be emptied during the forthcoming strikes.
Agenda item 5 – for discussion:
Gala – DSJ thanked EMcA and IM plus the sub-committee for their incredible effort and hard work.  He also thanked William Lamb for the use of his van on the day.  The feedback has been very positive, and the free tickets for the children’s rides were popular.  DSJ would also like to minute our thanks to the local businesses that donated prizes, etc.  ACTION: (i) IM to set a date for the debrief meeting in the next few weeks, and (ii) DSJ to put survey on FB.
Best Gardens Competition – this took place during the recent Tillicoultry Community Week.  MW reported that it had gone very well, and the trophies and gift vouchers will be delivered to the winners at the weekend.  The community councillors present approved the competition returning next year.  DSJ wished to formally thank the judges, Jane Edwards and Derek Bruce, who have both confirmed their willingness to return as judges.  MW advised that the feedback from some in the community was that the competition was held too late in the year when a lot of gardens are past their peak.  ACTION: MW to liaise with the judges at the beginning of 2023 about the categories and decide upon an earlier date for the competition.
Tillicoultry Community Week – MB commended everyone on the TCW committee, particularly Eddie Inglis for pulling everything together.  However, Clacks Council’s bureaucracy snowballs each year and is very prohibitive, eg relating to trailer/raised platform used by the musicians.  It costs £2,400 to run Tilly in the Park, but as the escalating cost of living has had a significant impact on people’s spending it was important to keep the event free, plus the refreshments available to purchase remained the same price as they were seven years ago.  EMcA said that the CC contributed £250 towards Tillicoultry Community Week from the EDF events grant.  There was a brief discussion about public liability insurance at different community events.  ACTION: (i) DSJ to set up a meeting with TCW committee member Dee Jess from Tilly Baptist Church about public liability insurance, and (ii) EMcA will ask the insurance broker for clarification of what contractual arrangements we need to make with other community groups who borrow our equipment.  
Planning – RB stated that not much progress is possible during the summer recess, but he thinks we need to review how we approach matters overall with Clacks Council as our efforts to engage with their officials are often met with silence or no substantive help.  DSJ wonders how we can create a successful and productive relationship with the council officers.  RB reminded those present that Clacks Council ignored a recent participation request.  ACTION: Cllr Law said she can’t help with any planning issues but to let her know about anything else and to copy her in on any correspondence. 
Agenda item 6 – AOCB:
Archie mentioned that Tillicoultry Football Club, who have been going for about a year and playing all over Scotland in a formal amateur league, have started a petition because the four football pitches in Tilly/Coalsnaughton are all in an unplayable condition.  Archie also mentioned his concerns about the proposal for the privately-owned Japanese Gardens to benefit from the City Deal (£750K) as this doesn’t meet one of the primary goals of the City Deal, eg inclusivity.  RB countered that tourism is an aspect of the City Deal but wondered if that sum would be better spent on Tilly Glen.  ACTION: DSJ to contact Clacks Council re the playing grounds and try to find the petition doing the rounds (Ronnie said that unfortunately the playing field in Coalsnaughton has been earmarked for housing on the Local Development Plan by Clacks Council.)
DSJ suggested having a business meeting to catch up with other agenda items as we have run out of time to discuss everything.  EMcA also suggested setting up a sub-committee for the Place Plan who can then report at each monthly meeting.

Agenda item 7 – arrangements for our next meeting: the next meeting of the CC will be on Tuesday 13 September 2022 at the Ben Cleuch Centre, Tillicoultry, from 7.00 pm to 9.00 pm.
