TILLICOULTRY, COALSNAUGHTON & DEVONSIDE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
 MINUTES
MEETING ON TUESDAY, 11th MARCH 2025 AT THE BEN CLEUCH CENTRE, TILLICOULTRY.
Welcome and apologies:  Robert McClelland (RM) chaired tonight's meeting and welcomed those present.
Community Councillors present: Robert McClelland (RM), Ewart McAuslane (EMcA), Alex Robertson (AR), Helen Saunders (HS), Robert McAulay (RM).
Others in attendance:  Councillor Fiona Law (FL),  
Apologies:  Willie Lamb, Gillian McAuslane, Melanie White, Ian Millar
Police Report:   PC James Miller went through his report of 5th March.  There has been a lower number of crimes over the last month, although it is up slightly in Alva and other areas. The man who started the fire at his Chappelle Street property has been arrested and is in custody.  The main incidents of note were the attacks on buses. Covert and high visibility patrols were carried out and on Saturday, 8th March there were several calls about large groups of youths gathering and drinking in Murray Square.  There was a group of around 8 males plus around 16 females. Some alcohol was seized. One male was stopped from surfing off the back of a bus and, when chasing another youth, a police officer fell and hurt his face.   The lack of CCTV in the area does not help, neither does the poor street lighting, but the police are dedicating all their efforts to address this problem. Both CCTV and street lighting need urgently to be upgraded however FL reported there was nothing in the Council budget for either of these.  
Minutes of Meeting held on 11th February 2025:  EMcA: Nobody seems to be working on 48 and 50 Moss Road.  Also, regarding the Christmas Light, Elizabeth will check on progress but perhaps we will get a smaller one.   It was decided not to go any further with plans for a memorial service for Elma. Helen McAuslane proposed the acceptance of the minutes and this was seconded by Alex Robertson.
Matters arising not on agenda:  EMcA: Regarding the Gala meeting only three people turned up.   The Gala will go ahead this year but perhaps not next.  On a personal note EMcA said he would not be getting involved in another one.  He will be writing to Chris Hargrove about street clearing/cleaning.   FL: Kevin Wells is not planning to remove the Heris fencing at 48 and 50 Moss Road for health and safety reasons. She will check with Kevin Wells on the situation and report back.
Updates from elected members:  No updates were reported.
Council Budget: FL gave a breakdown on costs, increases etc.  Would like to introduce parking charges which would help to offset the 13 increase in Council Tax.   70% of the Council budget goes on education, health and social care.  They are looking at better co-ordination of work  and she predicted that next year’s budget cuts will be worse.
Community Plan/Place Plan:  EMcA: The Community Development Trust is waiting to get charity status for the Ben Cleuch Centre.   Perhaps Damian will attend our next meeting to discuss the situation.
Treasurer’s Report/EDF microgrants (EMcA):  4 microgrant applications have been received and approved.   AR: Regarding the Men’s Shed, PAT testing equipment and cutting equipment.  EMcA: From Townscape Action Group for 7 barrel planters in High Street for compost, plants, etc.  Also an application from the Parish Church for a trolley and two banners to help promote the Snowdrop Café and the Drop-in Centre.   Bank account consolidation still not yet resolved. 
AOCB:  FL: Any detailed questions can be sent to her at the Council’s website and she will endeavour to explain.
Date and time of next meeting:   Tuesday, 8th April 2025 at 7:00 p.m., venue to be confirmed.
 










