TILLICOULTRY, COALSNAUGHTON & DEVONSIDE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
 MINUTES
MEETING ON TUESDAY, 11th FEBRUARY 2025 AT THE BEN CLEUCH CENTRE, TILLICOULTRY.
Welcome and apologies:  Robert McClelland (RM) chaired tonight's meeting and welcomed those present.
Community Councillors present: Robert McClelland (RM), William Lamb (WL), Ewart McAuslane (EMcA), Gillian McAuslane (GMcA), Alex Robertson (AR), Helen Saunders (HS), Melanie White (MW).
Others in attendance:  Kevin McPherson, Councillor Fiona Law (FL), Lynsey McQuater and Owain Carter - members of the community home owners affected by the RAAC housing issue. Sarah Watts (Tilly Resident) with proposal for developing park on Walker Terrace, between Ochil and Stirling Streets.
Apologies:  Ian Millar
Police Report:   As PC James Miller was not present RM read through his report of 30th January.  There were 10 reports of criminality recorded in January 2025 and EMcA commented that it was a fairly quiet month.
Minutes of the AGM and October meeting:  In view of the time lapse, it was decided not to review the minutes of the AGM and October meeting. 
Minutes of Meeting held on 14th January 2025:  With reference to Moss Road, Heras fencing etc., FL commented that Clacks Council will not take Court action as the landowner may not have the money to pay them back. It is a very difficult situation. The Council has been unable to recruit lawyers. The Council has written to the developer at No. 50 but has had no response.  MW proposed the acceptance of the minutes and this was seconded by GMcA.
Updates from elected members:  Ben Cleuch Centre: EMcA has spoken to Damien (OYCI) and the future of the Centre sounds quite positive in that we may be able to continue to have our meetings there and also the storage rom.   A decision by the Development Trust will be made by 31st March 2025.   A Gala meeting is taking place at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 18th February at the Ben Cleuch Centre.
Council Budget:  FL said that the increase in NIC is having a big effect on their budget.   Council Tax will be increasing, there will be an impact on everybody with budget cuts etc. and affecting statutory services.   GMcA commented that it was all so negative was there nothing we can do to right things?  FL said nothing can be done as the Council is not stable.   Everyone is working so hard but most of their costs are staff related and they are unable to cut them   They are trying to transform and structure things differently but Clackmannanshire is one of the smallest counties.   EMcA: The reduction in money available to community councils has not been discussed with Leslie Baillie. We have to pay the Development Trust for our store room and meeting room. The £600.00 we receive annually from the Council has not changed for years.   We are lucky that we receive grants.   He also expressed his concern about general street cleaning, rubbish in Murray Square, crash barriers, the downward spiralling state and that we need a reset from the Council or Government. FL said she did not know about financing for crash barriers and lighting along the Tilly-Alva cycle path, nor that they were being constructed.  FL is also pushing for the demolition of the prefabs in Park Road.  RM pointed out that the CC was not having a go at FL but, again, it’s lack of communication from the Council not telling us how and why money is being spent.  AR: The bus shelter by the Well Pharmacy has been put on the wrong way round.
Council Budget: RM reported budget due end of February.
Christmas Light Report: George Dean of Gordon Lighting who took it down said it had been damaged in the December storm.  It was taken away for possible repair but we may claim on our insurance policy for a new one
Treasurer’s Report/EDF microgrants (EMcA): Consolidation of bank accounts still ongoing.   Just one account outstanding – the Over 70s Account.   Two microgrants applied for – four left to be drawn down by May 2025.
[bookmark: _GoBack]AOCB: Please find attached a copy of a proposal prepared by Sarah Watts on the park area on Walker Terrace, between Ochil Street and Stirling Street.   Lynsey McQuater gave an update on the RAAC housing problem.   Remedial work could cost £30,000 to £40,000 and the tenants are being expected to pay for this, which they cannot afford.   Insurers say they are not covered.   While still paying their mortgages, they are paying rent for their temporary accommodation which is not ideal. Despite trying to raise awareness of their plight, including raising a petition, television coverage and help from Labour MP Brian Leishman, they are no further forward than they were 15 months ago.  EMcA: A memorial ceremony for Elma has yet to be organised – GMcA will contact her son via our Facebook page regarding this.  WL: So much negativity from the Council is there nothing we can do to make them act more quickly?  FL: Regarding Devonside, the matter has been referred to the Procurator Fiscal and they cannot be rushed.  Even if the man is fined, he could still do nothing and the Council can do nothing about it.  RM: All of these matters are very frustrating but we just have to keep pushing to get them dealt with satisfactorily.  
Date and time of next meeting:   Tuesday, 11th March at 7:00 p.m. at the Ben Cleuch Centre.
 










