TILLICOULTRY, COALSNAUGHTON & DEVONSIDE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

DRAFT MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 10 SEPTEMBER 2024 AT 7.00 PM

AT THE BEN CLEUCH CENTRE, TILLICOULTRY
Welcome and Apologies: GMcA chaired tonight’s meeting and welcomed everyone present.  She announced that Ronnie Beveridge has intimated his decision to resign as a community councillor.  EMcA echoed everyone’s thoughts when he mentioned the power of work that Ronnie has carried out on behalf of the community council and he will leave a massive gap in his planning knowledge.  We all wish to record our gratitude to Ronnie for his commitment and hard work over the last five years.

Community councillors present: William Lamb (WL), Maria Leel (ML), Ewart McAuslane (EMcA), Gillian McAuslane (GMcA), Alex Robertson (AR) and Melanie White (MW).

Others in attendance: Elizabeth Calder and Councillor Fiona Law.
Apologies: Ronnie Beveridge, Robert McAulay, Robert McClelland, Ian Millar and Helen Saunders.
Police report: PC Miller was not present but had provided this in advance of the meeting.  Copies will be placed on our notice boards.
Minutes of previous meeting on 13 August 2024: the draft Minutes had been circulated and were approved - proposed by EMcA and seconded by WL.  Update on actions not on the agenda: (i) EMcA: the issues with the paint peeling at the new bus shelters have been resolved; (ii) Cllr Law: Clacks Council owns only part of the car park at the rear of the shops in the High Street; (iii) Cllr Law: awaiting response from Clacks Council about the Heras fencing around the changing block in Coalsnaughton’s public park – she has been advised that the block is surplus to requirements and subject to vandalism and will be monitored but may well end up being demolished; (iv) EMcA: a rowan tree has been purchased and will be planted in memory of our former community councillor, Elma Mitchell, at the Devonvale Hall – the Community Payback Team have prepared the area of ground and a plaque is being engraved to sit alongside the tree; (v) GMcA provided a comprehensive list of the current bus services and bus stops still in use in Tillicoultry, Coalsnaughton and Devonside.
Community assets: Clacks Council has a register of local assets but EMcA has struggled to find it and would like to know about who owns what and where.  GMcA will email Cllr Law to see if she can help locate it.

Updates from elected members: Cllr Law (i) the ongoing issue of the land at Devonside will be discussed at a future planning committee meeting to discuss their options.  However, there are delays because their planner Graeme Finlay has left and there is a national shortage of planners; (ii) the forthcoming budget will start to be discussed soon.
Update on Town Centre Improvement Plan/Community Action Plan/Place Plan: EMcA will continue to work with Enid from the Coalfields Regeneration Trust now that Ronnie has resigned.  EMcA hopes to spend the next year looking at the town centre regeneration project. 
Treasurer’s report/EDF microgrants: EMcA said that (i) the books are being audited for next month’s AGM; (ii) all the relevant paperwork for the Christmas lights switch on (24 November) has been submitted to Clacks Council but he has not heard anything back and will contact Paul Fair there.

AOCB: (i) EMcA advised that when Clacks Council staff had been preparing the ground at the clock tower for the placement of a bench they discovered a bit of the stonework has fallen off.  This will need to be checked out by Building Control and may result in the reinstatement of the Heras fencing around the base of the structure.
Date and venue of next meeting: the next meeting of the CC will be at the Ben Cleuch Centre, Tillicoultry, on Tuesday 8 October - the AGM from 7.00 pm to 7.30 pm then the ordinary meeting until 9.00 pm.  
