TILLICOULTRY, COALSNAUGHTON & DEVONSIDE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 14 JUNE 2022 AT 7.00 PM

AT THE BEN CLEUCH CENTRE, TILLICOULTRY

Agenda item 1 – Welcome and Apologies:
Community councillors present: Mark Briggs (MB), Robert MacAulay (RMcA), Ian Millar (IM), Alex Robertson (AR), Damian Sherwood-Johnson (DSJ) and Melanie White (MW).

Others in attendance: Councillor Donald Balsillie, Councillor Fiona Law, Willie Lamb, Maria Leel and Cammy Robertson.
Apologies: Ronald Beveridge (RB), Ewart McAuslane (EMcA), Robert McClelland (RMcC), Councillor William Keogh, PC Katie Lawson and PC James Miller.
Agenda item 2 - police report: a copy of PC Lawson’s report will be placed on the CC notice boards. 

Agenda item 3 - Minutes of May 2022 meeting: the draft Minutes had been circulated and were approved - proposed by MB and seconded by AR.  Matters arising, not on agenda: (a) DSJ hopes to schedule a meeting with the police soon, as previously mentioned, as well as one with our four elected councillors; (b) Lesley Baillie has confirmed that Marchglen is in the CC’s catchment area; (c) AR to contact a company in Bo’ness re casting a replacement base for the Provost’s lamp.  A contact via the Men’s Shed may be able to help with panels for the lamp; (d) over-70s account – there has been no response from Clacks Council’s financial department.
Agenda item 4 - update on Gala 2022: everything is on schedule for this Sunday.  Clacks Council’s gardeners cut the grass in the Public Park but don’t lift it which could have an impact on accessibility, eg dancers and pushchair use.  Cllr Law will find out what can be done about this in time for the final gala meeting.  Flower balls will be put on the lampposts in the High Street instead of bunting, although bunting will be in the park.  There will be a get-together in the Royal Arms after the gala, plus the raffle will be held there.  DSJ wished to record his thanks to IM and EMcA, particularly after a two-year absence, and all the other volunteers, as well as the local businesses for their donations, ie William Duncan Electrical, Laura’s Tilly Tearoom, Sterling Furniture and Key MoreStore.  IM wished to record his thanks to Tommy Ratcliffe’s daughter.
Agenda item 5 - holding of Best Gardens competition: MW proposed her plans for the CC to host this during Tillicoultry Community Week.  It will be open to Tillicoultry, Coalsnaughton and Devonside residents.  There will be three judges with gardening experience (two are already confirmed, with the third potential judge to be approached).  This was approved by CCs present.  
Agenda item 6 - updates from elected members: Cllr Balsillie was re-elected in May and is the newly appointed Provost.  Cllr Law was elected in May and is the newly appointed Spokesperson for Environment and Net Zero.  Cllr Law highlighted their requirement to have a Code of Conduct – Cllr Balsillie added that they cannot instruct Clacks Council staff to do anything.  Cllr Law said she’s received correspondence from Tilly Primary School re problems with dog dirt, and the pupils have designed posters.  DSJ mentioned the free poo bag dispensers that OYCI have set up throughout Tilly.  Cllr Balsillie said that a previous campaign in Tilly was successful but that dog poo bins are a burden/resource issue for Clacks Council, and that providing multiple extra bins does not address the lack of responsibility of some dog owners.  Cllr Balsillie said that there are concerns about the rising costs of providing services plus anticipated pay increases to teachers, etc, being more than the 2% they have budgeted for.  MB says that he is more interested in hearing about what may impact upon the TC&D area.  Cllr Balsillie said that he and Cllr Law are pressing for progress on Tilly Glen but costs continue to escalate; DSJ said this is something that will need to be discussed as part of the forthcoming Place Plan as some difficult decisions may need to be made about what happens.  
Agenda item 7 - other updates: 
Financial:  EMcA had e-mailed his update, confirming funding streams from the EDF, ie £2,500 for the Events Grant and £2,500 for the Christmas Lights Grant, as well as a £1,927 grant for Tideco (flooding group) which we will hold on their behalf until it’s all spent.  A Micro Grant application has been received from Tilly Football Club to cover the cost of goals and kit which they will use for training and at the Gala – on the recommendation of the EDF sub-committee, this was approved by CCs present.  EMcA also advised that the 2021/22 grant has been increased from £1,500 to £2,000.

Tillicoultry Community Week (7 to 14 August): MB advised that plans are coming together, and a lot of businesses are very supportive.  The main hurdle is a safety issue with the steps for the stage/trailer being classed as a temporary structure and they are awaiting Clacks Council’s approval.  The committee hopes to have ‘A Taste of Syria’ returning.  Hillfoots Tales will host a Scottish Story-Telling event in the Woolpack Inn.  
Planning:  RB had e-mailed his update as follows (a) the breach of planning control at Devonside has intensified and he has written again to the case officer, Keith Johnstone, seeking an update and requesting remedying of the breach asap; (b) the B9140 traffic calming is complete, and he has written to Gary Fraser at Clacks Council asking for detailed costs and intentions; (c) planning application 20/00267/PPP Coalsnaughton North – he has circulated the details most recently received from G Baxter of Clacks Council relating to the school estate (as he was informed by Education Services).  RB has also e-mailed Mr Boyle, Education, again asking that we can meet with them to discuss and expand on evidence relating to the prospects for the school estate.  
MW queried the outcome of the bushes/foliage being destroyed during nesting season at the plot of land north of cemetery lodge, but IM said that he has not received any update from the planning department at Clacks Council.  MW added that she has noticed other instances of actions being undertaken on land before any permission/approval has been granted, and it appears to her that the planning department are regarded as a soft touch by the perpetrators.  Cllr Balsillie says there are frustrations over unscrupulous landowners/developers destroying woodland, etc, to ease the planning process for them. 
Development of Place Plan:  DSJ advised that the first consultation will be at the gala (certain aspects only, not the full version).  
AOCB:
DSJ has concerns about how the spiralling costs of living will affect locals and wonders what we can do about this, such as things to save people money, free events, etc.  The foraging workshops that have taken place were successful, and he has applied to the Co-op for funding about re-wilding.
Willie Lamb asked Cllrs Balsillie and Law if they can ask Clacks Council to re-visit the issue of the parked caravan in the High Street in terms of their Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 - Clacks Council (Off-street Parking Places) (Regulation of Use) Order 2014.  He had brought along a copy of the relevant documentation that he had found online, and Cllrs Balsillie and Law volunteered to investigate this.  DSJ stated that he doesn’t wish any amendments to negatively impact on the two businesses there.
AR queried if Clacks Council is now fully operational, and Cllr Balsillie advised that members of staff are still working from home and that reception is not yet open, but the call centre is operational.

Willie Lamb asked about the possibility of a chairlift being used to go up Tilly Glen and a zip line going down.  DSJ advised that this can be discussed during the Place Plan consultation.
DSJ expressed his best wishes for everyone over the summer holidays.

Agenda item 8 – arrangements for our next meeting: there will be no July meeting.  The next meeting of the CC will therefore be on Tuesday 16 August 2022 at the Ben Cleuch Centre, Tillicoultry, from 7.00 pm to 9.00 pm.
