MINUTES OF OGM 9th JUNE 2025 – HELD AT THE GATEHOUSE COOPERSALE LANE, THEYDON GARNON
1. Apologies: Heather Brady
2. In Attendance: Chair Peter Connell (PC), Deputy Chair Keith Farrow (KF). Hilliard Brewitt						 (HTB), Martin Hudson (MH) & Clerk Rod Angood (RA)
3. Declarations of Interest:	None
4. Approval of OGM Minutes of 24th March – ratified – RA to publish
5.  Business:
5.1 Report and ratification of matters arising after 24th March meeting.

5.1.1 TMPC to determine its position w.r.t Thrift Solar Farm – Decision - TMPC to support STPC in all possible ways and to prepare its own submission against the anticipated Planning Application.
5.1.2 Birchfield Site – Decision - PC to compile a factual summary of all relevant events and     approximate times for submission to Alex Burghart and others.

5.2 Summer Events – North Farm Event - All early arrangements completed, entertainment booked, first circulation of invitations done and beverages arranged. TMPC to ask Pat Coy to oversee golf chipping event, RA to run horse racing event and Heather Brady to oversee croquet event. Risk Assessment will be undertaken closer to the date of the event. Second notification and invitation to be circulated through all channels closer to the date. 
Decision - Percentage taken from Horse Racing for nominated charity to be 20%.
Next Litter Pick – Decision - HB confirmed all arrangements in place for next Litter Pick to be held on 13th July 2025.

5.3 Village Sign – HTB updated TMPC on material proposals for the Village sign and anticipated costs. Discussion then centered on potential locations following an update from KF on possible locations given the potential multi-function aspirations (benches, planting etc). 
Decision - Fabrication, preparation and installation held over pending TMPC agreement regarding location(s) can be reached and any legal matters investigated. 
Decision – PC (via Land Registry) and KF to investigate status of the various potential sites.

5.4 Planning Update – KF briefed TMPC that no local Planning Application Notices affecting the parish had arisen since the last OGM. He stressed however that the current focus had to be on responses to the Tawney Common solar farm proposal. RA noted that he had picked up a new Planning Application Notice that morning (EPF/1062/25) of relevance to the solar farm case that bore a decision at EFDC level of “Disposed” and wondered what relevance that had to TMPC considerations about the solar farm. 
Decision -TMPC took the opportunity to lodge a statement against the notice immediately using online access to the EFDC Planning Portal.
PC reminded TMPC that the full Planning Application Notice for the solar farm was anticipated shortly and that TMPC would need to maximise all possible time to shape its response and submit it to EFDC. Based on the briefing provided by RA it was considered likely that TMPC might be able to invoke Section 137 Expenditure (Local Government Act 1972) to provide financial support to STPC to provide them with possible legal support against the Application. MH added that current TMPC funds would in any case allow for some measure of cost contribution.
Garden Cottage – PC briefed TMPC on multiple recent discussions he had had with both the applicant and the objectors. His view was that TMPC would hold to a response that sought cessation of any future commercial activity at the location.
Decision – TMPC determined that it was for EFDC to interpret the conflicting statements of fact but that TMPC did not want commercial use at the site.

5.5 Finances – MH updated TMPC using 2 circulated documents (Bank Statement and Cash Flow). Bank Balance was healthy and MH had included consideration of and estimates for potential future expendidture. Cash was thus available to accomplish the current TMPC aims.

5.6 Highways Submission Update –RA  reported that he had contacted Cllr McIvor several times regarding any progress on the second of our two submissions to the Local Highways Panel that appeared to have been overlooked. Cllr McIvor eventually responded by stating that the Local Highways Panel was effectively in recession pending development of the Unitary Authority process and that the outstanding case was unlikely to receive any further consideration.

5.7 Correspondence – none to report
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