MINUTES OF TMPC OGM HELD ON 13th July 2026 AT THE GATEHOUSE, COOPERSALE LANE. 
Apologies:	Jon Harding (JH)
In Attendance:  Peter Connell (Chair) (PC), Hilliard Brewitt (Vice Chair)(HTB), Martin Hudson (MH), Valerie Coy (VC) & Rod Angood (Clerk) (RA)	
Declarations of Interest:  None
Ratification of Last OGM Minutes: RA asked to update previously circulated minutes to modified version presented by PC and reissue. Modified minutes were ratified by TMPC members and RA asked to publish once corrected and circulated.
Business:
1. Formal induction of new council members – VC confirmed her commitment to joining TMPC. Aware that prior commitments meant that JH could not attend the meeting, he had previously stated his commitment to joining TMPC directly to PC. Both were formally welcomed and co-opted onto the council.  RA was actioned to ensure that EFDC updated their records to reflect the new councillors on TMPC. Post Meeting Note: This action has been addressed
A wider discussion ensued regarding the preparation of draft minutes and how councillors could recommend inclusions prior to production of draft agenda’s for Chair’s approval. Agendas needed to be published to web site and notice board at least 3 working days before any OGM. RA and PC normally met approximately 10 days before an OGM to finalise the next agenda which gave RA sufficient time to prepare the agenda and get it published in a timely manner. Accordingly, TMPC agreed that it was prudent for RA to ask councillors for any nominations for agenda items with a deadline for submission of 12 days before the next OGM.
VC proposed that TMPC members were incorporated into a new and exclusive WhatsApp group for communications amongst themselves. This was unanimously approved and RA & MH tasked to effect the decision.

2. TMPC MEMBERS ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES – PC explained the anticipated roles and responsibilities for each of the new councillors (VC – Parish Appearance, Litter Picking and Fly Tipping; JH – Traffic Calming and Road Safety). Discussion centred on how best to optimise the depth, breadth and scope of each role. RA was actioned to ensure that VC and JH were added to EFDC’s mailing list for both Weekly Planning Application Notices and Monthly Decision Sheets. Post Meeting Note – This action was completed by RA on 20/07/2026

3. REVISED DATES FOR LITTER PICKS – Council discussion centred on how best to manage, organise and communicate arrangements for TMPC Litter Pick events. VC noted that EFDC still held HB’s address for delivery of Litter Pick kits – RA was asked to write to EFDC and get this changed to VC’s address. Post Meeting Note – email sent to EFDC waste Management on 20/07/2026. VC noted that she had received positive support commitment from Denise Rankin to assist VC in all litter matters. 

RA sought clarification as to whether TMPC had decided to procure its own litter picking kits or not. Discussion determined that TMPC would procure Hi Viz Tabbards and Litter Pickers but keep EFDC supplying litter bags and gloves.

Further Action - VC to integrate EFDC Litter, Hedge & Verge cutting schedules with TMPC litter picking plans.

4. PLANNING REVIEW – PC expressed the view that there was probably little to discuss currently regarding this agenda item. PC them summarised the consequences of the S65A decision against EFDC.
Action - RA to contact EFDC Planning Department and seek explanation as to why there appeared to be no details displayed on the web site of what specific conditions applied to the approval set against EPF/2395/23. In addition RA was to seek confirmation as to whether EPF/0213/26 was a new and different Planning Application or was instead related to EFF/2395/23.
On another matter RA noted that he had been asked by the Minerals Extraction contact at ECC to confirm the correct email address for notifications from them. He postulated that this was potentially in front of any notification regarding the progress on the Minerals Extraction Plan.
VC noted that there was a potential breach of Planning Consent in regards to new development in the pasture behind Passingford Barn, Mount End. RA confirmed that he has notified the EFDC enforcement Office and received notification that they would investigate and report back if an infringement had occurred. The date of that message was 18 June and it advised that notification of any out come from the site visit would follow 28 days after our notification to them. Update from EFDC Enforcement Office thus expected on or around 15/08/2026.

5. HIGHWAYS & TRAFFIC CALMING
In his absence, any guidance to JH regarding his role and responsibilities would be covered by PC when JH was subsequently available.
RA reported that he had prepared a flash drive with historic communications regarding traffic calming submissions to ECC highways as had been previously requests by TMPC.

6. FINANCES – MH explained his routine monthly procedures for accounting for the TMPC financial position. He reported a healthy free cash situation and in accordance with PC’s suggestion would investigate the best solutions to establish a deposit account for some of this money. He proposed using  using the Post Office (Epping, North Weald) to pay in money as there is no convenient Barclays Bank", and Barclays Bank for a deposit account. He felt that it was time to change signing dignitaries given the resignations that TMPC had incurred. He suggested that Peter should be one and another councillor tbd to be the other.

7. DEVOLUTION – ALL
· Review of latest updates/developments – PC noted the ongoing research conducted by GS on behalf of TMPC. His view was that small parish councils would to some extent be addressing individual challenges and opportunities without necessarily understanding that many of them would be engaged in the same activities and that a combined voice and a co-operative approach might in future carry more impact and weight. TMPC needed to keep monitoring the evolving situation.

8. NEWSLETTER UPDATE – HTB advocated that it would be good to get the Summer Party invitation out asap and then to prepare and release a Newsletter about 1 week before the party.  TMPC approved the proposal stressing the need to use all communications channels available.
RA reported that Richard Clay had advised that he was committed to Jury Service from 24 August and would thus need to have his marquee erected on the Saturday instead of the Sunday Morning. HTB noted that he had an alternative solution and would contact Richard Clay to advise accordingly.

9. CORRESPONDENCE – RA reported “None” but suggested that TMPC address the challenge of email communication with parish residents. TMPC approved the inclusion of an invite to all residents on the Newsletter with a response address (RA).
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