MINUTES (2) OF TMPC OGM 10th November 2025 HELD AT THE GATEHOUSE, COOPERSALE LANE, 
THEYDON GARNON 
1. Apologies: None
2. Other Attendees: Nick Burr (Stapleford Tawney)
3. Declarations of Interest: None
4. Approval of OGM Minutes of 29th September 2025 – ratified – RA to publish

5. Business:

5.1 Planning Update & Review – KF provided an update re ongoing and possible new planning applications:
· Minerals Plan – next consultation stage likely to occur next year. Consideration and selection of suitable sites would likely be during 2027.
· Tawney Common Solar Farm – KF reported that this item was still under consultation.
· Epping Lane – Minerals site covered above
· Traveller Site covered at 6.4 below
· Norton Fisheries KF advised that the recent planning only responded to previously established conditions.
· Hornes Farm – Demolition of existing barn – KF stated that in his opinion the development to date and the works thereon were in keeping with the application. Demolition of one barn was likely due to structural integrity problems and TMPC was advised to monitor future issues. HTB felt that following a visit to the site by himself and MH, the ongoing work was inconsistent with the original planning application.
· KF advised that the other planning considerations detailed in the agenda were:
· Beyond the parish boundary, awaiting Planning Application submission or consistent with EFDC’s overall plans for new housing in the district.
- and thus required no further action for now.
PC sought comments on the proposed development at Searles Farm opposite the Hornes Farm development and whether the time limit for breaking ground had expired. General consensus was that it might prove difficult for the developer to save and resurrect the dilapidated farm buildings in question. A watching brief was considered appropriate.

5.2 HB outlined her various observations following discussions with a number of EFDC and other representatives in respect of the overall planning context.  Key Points in her briefing were:
· Government is strongly recommending District Councils discourage any refusal in respect of Solar Farm planning applications. 
· HB added that the EFDC Local Plan (up to 2030) did not refer to Solar Farms but did include plans for a large development of new homes within the area. The inference being that Local Plan housing development was likely to be granted planning permission. 

5.3 Solar Farm – TMPC was briefed by Nick Burr (Chair of STPC and contact with the Tawney Common Action Group)a representative of Tawney Common Action Group). He thanked TMPC for their continued engagement and support and reported that everything that could be done up to this point had been thoroughly undertaken. 

	5.4	Traveller’s Site – MH reported that whilst he and RA were conducting a bulb planting exercise  on Epping Lane they were engaged  by two gentlemen claiming to be from Essex County Council. They sought information regarding the Travellers Site. It was confirmed to them that  the site, including the entrance onto Epping Lane fell within Stapleford Tawney parish but that the activity on the site mainly impacted Theydon Mount parish residents. They were appraised of the various efforts undertaken by both parish councils to get the matter dealt with by EFDC and/or The Environment Agency - to date without any success. 

	5.5		Traffic Calming – RA noted to TMPC that he would shortly have a letter and accompanying Appendices describing the TMPC concerns regarding the Mount Road/Banks Lane junction and the right hand bend just past North farm with regard to the accumulated evidence of the number of RTA’s associated with both locations to securely deliver to Essex County Council’s Highways division.
		 Post Meeting Note: the subsequent accident evidence (overturned van just before the right- hand bend) was included in the letter as Appendix 3 before secure posting.

	5.6		Risk Assessment 2025/26 - Update MH – MH pointed out that TMPC had no fall back position with regard to the Finance Officer role – he advocated that we should consider seeking the support of Pat Bamford to take on the role in a co-opted fashion whenever MH was unavailable. MH to Action.  
			MH also noted that his personal laptop (used for all TMPC financial work) was getting old. As a precaution  against failure and a loss of critical information MH suggested an External HDD to hold all such data would constitute an interim solution pending a decision to procure a new laptop for his use. TMPC approved the suggestion. 

	5.7		Village Sign – Land Ownership to inform options for siting of sign – PC updated TMPC that this was an ongoing action required of him that would be dealt with.

	5.8		Financial Summary – MH referred to two documents circulated to the meeting (current Bank Statement and a cash flow analysis). The Cash Flow document included expected costs for future likely expenditure previously  approved by TMPC. The financial position was secure and in good shape. HTB suggested that TMPC authorize the procurement of two additional village gateway signs to be located at previously approved locations. Cost was estimated at around £700 and a work party could undertake the installation. TMPC approved the notion and additionally authorized the sale of the spare telephone box door. 

[bookmark: _Hlk215388748]	5.9		Future for Parish Councils – following creation of Unitary Authority – RA distributed copies of the first analysis of the impact that the move to a Unitary Authority would likely have on the parish. The circulated document was left for TMPC to consider with a view to a wider discussion at the next OGM. It was agreed that Gilly Salmon would be asked to keep a watching brief as to future developments in relation to the new the new Essex Unitary Authorities and report on future consultation relating to the future role of parish councils.

	5.10	Website Update – RA summarized the refreshes undertaken to some of the pages on the web site. Notably he felt that the Solar farm page could do with an update, all old newsletters had been archived to his External HDD. RA presented some website statistics as requested which prompted the view that further analysis of these data were appropriate. 

	5.11	Telephone Box Update – RA – RA stated that the light in the box appeared to have failed and he had purchased anew replacement kit. The work to fit this light and provide a couple of 13 Amp spurs was now an urgent matter if the box was to be used for Christmas decoration. This work needed to be undertaken by a qualified and certified electrician. RA agreed to send details of the required certification to HTB who was tasked with undertaking the work. MH was authorized to pay for the work. Action HTB & MH

	5.12	Bulb Planting – Work Party Update - MH reported that all signpost triangles in the parish had been planted with bulbs, all Gateway signs had been washed down and verges around them cut back. MH  advocated that there was a case for further bulb planting – around the telephone box and to grass verges outside residents properties. A survey of parishioners who might be interested was authorized and MH authorized to order more bulbs on the strength of the responses. Action MH

	5.13	Litter Pick 16th November and Fly Tipping Report– HB Updated TMPC that all arrangements were in place for the forthcoming Litter Pick. 
		TMPC expressed disappointment that the building rubble at the field entrance immediately to the left of the Banks Lane junction with Mount Road had not been dealt with.

	6.0	   Correspondence – RA stated that there was no correspondence of significance
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]	Peter Connell – Chair of  TMPC – 29/11 /2025
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