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Prime Minister Peel at last- but not for long.
The year 1830 was significant for Robert Peel. He was still Home Secretary, but in a weakening Tory government led by the Duke of Wellington. In May that year his father, the first Baronet, died at Drayton Manor. He now became Sir Robert Peel, 2nd Baronet and later that year MP for Tamworth, where he remained for the rest of his life. But in June, King George 4th also died and was succeeded by his brother, William 4th, then aged 65yrs. The rules at that time meant a general election must be held upon the death of a monarch and this was duly held in November; the Tories lost and a new Whig government under Lord Grey came to power. Sir Robert Peel and the Duke of Wellington now led the opposition.
Peel retired to Drayton for a rest, to spend time with his family, his collection of paintings, and to enjoy his Manor House and grounds at Drayton.
By 1834 Lord Melbourne was Prime Minister of a Whig government which was being weakened by constant internal bickering and in November that year, the death of elderly Earl Spencer sparked off a chain of events having major consequences. His son Lord Althorp was Leader of the Commons, but upon his father’s death had to take his place in the House of Lords (it was not possible to renounce the title in those days). Melbourne then made a huge mistake by nominating Lord John Russell as new Leader of the Commons- King William disliked him intensely! The King was also fed up with the squabbling , weak Whig government, lost his patience and dissolved Parliament. The monarch could still do that in those days, but it will never happen again. It seems that Lord Melbourne was not too perturbed, he too was fed up.
King William asked the Duke of Wellington, whom he greatly admired, to form a government. Wellington knew that could not work very well as the Tories would be in a minority, but also maintained that he was too old, that anyway the Prime Minister needed to be from the House of Commons, not the Lords, and therefore Sir Robert Peel, a younger man, was the only candidate. But where was Peel? On holiday with his wife Julia and their daughter, somewhere in Italy it was thought.
Wellington agreed to temporarily lead a government until Peel could be found, and took on the posts at the Treasury, Foreign Office, Home Office and War Office at the same time. He commented later that he had enjoyed his short spell as ‘dictator’. Meanwhile a messenger was despatched to find Peel.
It took the messenger 9 days to find Peel at his hotel in Rome on 25th November, excellent going bearing in mind the time of year, terrain to be crossed including the Alps, and primitive means of transport. Peel was rather suspicious but, after reading the King’s invitation and Wellington’s guarded briefing (basically he thought the King had acted rashly), he sent the messenger straight back to England bearing his message of acceptance. Peel, his wife Julia and their daughter set off for home by horse-drawn carriage the next day.
An extremely tired Peel reached Calais on 8th December, where a boat was waiting for him, his wife and daughter travelling later after resting. Sir Robert saw the King late the next day, accepted the post of Prime Minister, but realised that a general election would be needed as the Tories were outnumbered by the opposition.
It should be noted here that Peel had been using the term ‘Conservative’ Party for his followers, as opposed to Tory, for some time now, indicating that they were not opposed to reform where needed, but such reform would be sensible and calmly done. There was a section of Tories, wealthy landowners known as the ‘Ultras’, who liked the comfortable ‘status quo’ and resisted any reforms at all. Peel disliked their attitude completely, saying they ‘needed to look past their own park gates’ at the outside world. The split between Tories and Conservatives had begun.
With a general election almost upon him, Peel needed some way of letting the voters know what he intended to do whilst in power, so hit upon the idea of a written ‘manifesto’, as if special to his own electorate at Tamworth but setting out policies that would be national. This was published in the Times, Morning Herald and Morning Post newspapers for countrywide distribution, with priority being given to newspaper supplies for Tamworth. Thus came about the first ever national election manifesto in British history-       
THE TAMWORTH MANIFESTO.
Peel himself was far too busy preparing for the election to be able to travel to Tamworth immediately so arranged for the contents of his manifesto to be read out to the assembled electorate from the steps of the Town Hall. He then made a real effort and finally managed to get there himself on 11th January.
The 1835 general election increased considerably the number of seats held by the Conservatives, but they were still in a minority and could achieve little. They soldiered on until yet another defeat on 7th April and resigned the next day (the 100 days). However, Peel had been looking to the long term whilst in office and had begun laying the foundations for potential future programs, such as free trade between countries and reforming the Church of England. 
Poor King William was left with no other choice than to ask Lords Melbourne and Russell back to form a government, which they did. Peel returned to the opposition benches, but his reputation had been considerably enhanced by his conduct during the 100 days as Prime Minister and he was no doubt thinking, “I’ll be back”. 
He was.
