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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

This report has considered the impact that the Tatsfield Neighbourhood Plan could have on
the Ashdown Forest SAC/SPA and the Mole Gap to Reigate Escarpment SAC as part of Stage 1:
Screening of the Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA). In doing so it has taken into
consideration the nature of the sites and the reasons for their respective designations, whilst
also having regard to the precautionary principle and the in-combination effect with other
plans.

At this stage, based on the precautionary principle, it can be determined that the
Neighbourhood Plan would not have any likely significant effects on the International Habitats
Sites, in combination with other plans and programmes. The factors which can be screened
out are:

Ashdown Forest SAC and SPA

e Risk of increase air pollution at the Ashdown Forest.
e Risk of increase in recreational disturbance at the Ashdown Forest SPA, affecting the
ground nesting birds.

Mole Gap to Reigate Escarpment SAC

e Risk of increase in air pollution ;
e Risk of increase in recreational disturbance, affecting the chalk grassland; and
e Risk of increase in water pollution

As such, at this stage and based on current assumptions regarding development levels and
location, it is not necessary to proceed to the next stage of the HRA process, Stage 2:
Appropriate Assessment.

However, the District Council reserves the right to review the need for Appropriate
Assessment as the Neighbourhood Plan’s exact intentions regarding type, scale and location of
development becomes clearer; and also in light of any emerging technical evidence.
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1.2
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1.4
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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of the Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) of land use plans is to ensure that
consideration is given to sites protected by European Directives as part of the development of
planning policy.

This HRA is conducted in support the Tatsfield Neighbourhood Plan (hereafter referred to as
Neighbourhood Plan).

The HRA is a staged process, essentially iterative, being revisited as necessary in response to
more detailed information, recommendations and any relevant changes to the plan or project
until no significant adverse effects remain. This report presents the findings of Stage 1:
Screening. The purpose of this HRA stage 1 is to identify potential significant adverse effects
on protected Natura 2000 sites (known in this report as International Habitats Sites) by
policies of the emerging Local Plan.

There are no International Habitats Sites within the Neighbourhood Plan area, nor within the
wider Tandridge District. However, the Mole Gap to Reigate Escarpment SAC.in neighbouring
Reigate & Banstead DC is of sufficient proximity that it needs to be considered as part of the
HRA process.

This document has been prepared by Tandridge District Council.

Structure of the Document

1.6

This report is in 6 parts and consists of this introduction and the following sections:

. Section 2 provides contextual information on both the Local Plan itself and the
requirement to undertake a HRA for the Local Plan;

° Section 3 describes the HRA process;

. Section 4 reviews the information needed to undertake Stage 1: Screening;

. Section 5 presents the findings of Stage 1: Likely significant effects (‘Screening’);

. Section 6 details the report’s conclusions.



2.

CONTEXT

Tatsfield Parish

2.1

2.2

Tatsfield Parish is located in the north-east corner of the District abutting
neighbouring Sevenoaks District Council in Kent, and Bromley Borough Council in
Greater London. It is situated just south of Biggin Hill in neighbouring Bromley
Borough. Tatsfield has a population of about 1,600 and is identified as a ‘Rural
Settlement’ (Tier 3) in the Council’s emerging Local Plan. The village has retained a
rural character which is assisted by the varied topography and woodland in the area.
It has a basic level of services with good community facilities, local shops and
education provision. The nearest GP surgery to Tatsfield is Stock Hill Surgery located
at Biggin Hill, approximately 2km to the north.

In terms of travel, whilst Tatsfield is not directly connected to the Strategic Road
Network, it not far from the A233 to Biggin Hill and bus services also operate via
Tatsfield to both Biggin Hill (4 miles) and Westerham (3 miles). There are no
Tandridge employment areas in Tatsfield, although there are more employment
opportunities in neighbouring Biggin Hill in the London Borough of Bromley.

The Tatsfield Neighbourhood Plan

2.3

2.4

The Tatsfield Neighbourhood Plan (‘the Neighbourhood Plan’) covers the parish of
Tatsfield (see Map 1). The Tatsfield Neighbourhood Forum is the Qualifying Body.

Tatsfield Parish Council advise that the Neighbourhood Plan is likely to allocate sites
for development. Their current preferred option is for 44 dwellings across four
allocations, three of which will be greenfield exception sites within the Green Belt.

e Contain policies that may affect sensitive natural or heritage listed assets (listed
buildings and High Weald ANOB) located in or in proximity to the Neighbourhood
Area

e Have other significant environmental effects that have not already been
considered and dealt with through an up-to-date Sustainability Appraisal of the
Local Plan



Map 1: Tatsfield Parish within Tandridge District
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HRA Legislation and Regulations

2.16

2.17

2.18

2.20

As part of the process of developing the Neighbourhood Plan, the relevant European® and
national legislation and regulations must be adhered to. Such obligations include Council
Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of wild flora and fauna -
most commonly referred to as the Habitats Directive.

Of particular relevance to plan-making is article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive, which states
that:

“Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of the site
but likely to have a significant effect thereon, either individually or in combination with other
plans or projects, shall be subject to appropriate assessment of its implications for the site in
view of the site's conservation objectives. In the light of the conclusions of the assessment of
the implications for the site and subject to the provisions of paragraph 4, the competent
national authorities shall agree to the plan or project only after having ascertained that it will
not adversely affect the integrity of the site concerned and, if appropriate, after having
obtained the opinion of the general public.”

The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (“Habitat Regulations”)
transpose Council Directive 92/43/EEC, on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild
fauna and flora (EC Habitats Directive), into national law. They also transpose elements of
the EU Wild Birds Directive in England and Wales. The Conservation of Habitats and Species
Regulations 2017 and the Conservation of Habitats and Species and Planning (England and
Wales) Regulations 2018 consolidate the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations
2010 with subsequent amendments

A Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) determines whether there will be any ‘likely
significant effects’ (LSE) on any European site as a result of a plan’s implementation (either
on its own or ‘in combination’ with other plans or projects) and, if so, whether these effects
will result in any adverse effects on the site’s integrity.

International Habitats Sites

2.21

The HRA report will consider relevant European sites which consist of:

Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) — sites designated to provide increased protection to a
variety of wild animals, plants and habitats.

Special Protection Area (SPA) — sites designated for the breeding, feeding, wintering or the
migration of rare and vulnerable species of birds found within EU countries.

! The UK decision to leave the European Union does not result in an immediate removal of EU policy or
legislation and compliance with relevant legislation remains necessary until such time as it is replaced,
amended or revoked.



2.22

2.23

2.24

It is also Government policy for sites designated under the Convention on Wetlands of
International Importance (Ramsar sites) to be treated as having equivalent status to
European sites (although in practice there are no Ramsar sites that are necessary to consider
as part of the Council’s HRA process).

For the remainder of this report, for the sake of simplicity, the different types of sites which
the HRA must consider will be collectively known as ‘International Habitats Sites’.

A number of key documents have informed this screening report, including:

e Department for Communities and Local Government consultation paper on Appropriate
Assessment of Plans (2006)

e DEFRA ‘The Habitats and Wild Birds Directives in England and its seas - Core guidance
for developers, regulators & land/marine managers December 2012 (draft for public
consultation)

e European Commission “Assessment of plans and projects significantly affecting Natura
2000 sites”;

e The National Planning Policy Framework (2012);

e Circular 06/2005 Biodiversity and Geological Conservation - statutory obligations and
their impact within the planning system (although Planning Policy Statement 9 has been
superseded the Circular remains in force);

e Natural England’s guidance notes on HRA; and

e Guidance on HRA of plans produced by RSPB.

10



3.1

3.2

33

STAGES OF THE HABITATS REGULATIONS ASSESSMENT
PROCESS

Best practice has demonstrated that Local Plans should be subjected to HRA at the earliest
possible stage in their production to enable any potential significant effects to be identified
and mitigated early on in the plan-making process.

An “effect” includes anything which would impact upon a protected site. Temporary,
permanent, direct and indirect effects need to be considered. A plan or project does not need
to be located on a site in order to impact on it. Generally, the closer an activity is, the greater
the chance it will affect a site. However, operations taking place far from a protected site may
still can have a significant effect (e.g. a project which extracts water may affect a site some
distance away by altering the water table, and emissions to air or water may impact on sites
distant to the source of the emission)2.

A hierarchy of avoidance, mitigation and compensatory measures is promoted by the
Directive. The approach to undertaking a HRA is a step by step process which contains the
following stages:

Stage 1: Likely significant effects (‘screening’);

Stage 2: Appropriate Assessment (the ‘integrity test’); and
Stage 3: Mitigation measures and alternative solutions

In exceptional circumstances, if following Stage 3, a plan cannot avoid an adverse effect (or
risk of one) on a Protected site, there may be a further stage — referred to as the Imperative
Reasons of Overriding Public Interest (IROPI) Test. More details on all these stages can be
found in the following sections.

Stage 1: Likely significant effects (‘Screening’ stage)

3.4

3.5

3.6

The Screening stage, which this report represents, seeks to identify whether the Local Plan is
likely to have a significant effect on a protected site and in doing so, determines whether
subsequent stages of the HRA process are required to be undertaken.

In undertaking the Screening stage, the authority has to consider relevant available
information in concluding whether a significant effect is likely to occur to a protected site. This
includes giving consideration to other plans and strategies, which will allow the authority to
assess whether the plan is likely to have a significant effect by itself or in combination with
other plans that are in force or in production.

Throughout the process the precautionary principle is applied to the HRA. This means that
where there is not enough information to assess whether a plan or project is likely or not to
have a significant effect on a protected site, it should be assumed that a risk may exist. If this
is the case, it would result in either Stage 1 being undertaken at a later stage when more
details are known or the HRA proceeding to Stage 2: Appropriate Assessment.

2 Source: DEFRA ‘The Habitats and Wild Birds Directives in England and its seas
Core guidance for developers, regulators & land/marine managers December 2012 (draft for public
consultation)

11



3.7

In April 2018, the European Court of Justice (ECJ) issued a decision in the case of People Over
Wind, Peter Sweetman v Coillte Teoranta (C-323/17). The ruling confirmed that proposed
mitigation measures cannot be taken into account for the purposes of screening under the UK
Habitats Regulations, which give effect to the EU Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC).

Stage 2: Appropriate Assessment

3.8

3.9

3.10

If this stage is necessary, an Appropriate Assessment (AA) will be carried out to establish the
potential effects of the plan on the protected site’s integrity. In doing so, the AA will consider
the site’s qualifying features, its conservation objectives and the key environmental conditions
which support the site’s integrity.

Regulation 102 of the Amended Habitats Regulations 2010 requires an Appropriate
Assessment to identify any potential in-combination effects; therefore, it is necessary to
establish which other plans and strategies may affect the protected site(s) considered in this
assessment.

If it is found that the plan will impact on the site’s integrity, it is necessary to proceed to the
third stage of the process to consider mitigation measures and alternative solutions to
prevent negative impacts to the protected site(s) arising from the plan.

Stage 3: Mitigation measures and alternative solutions

3.11

If there is an adverse effect on the integrity of the protected site(s), these effects should be
mitigated. The main aim of seeking mitigation is to fully cancel out any adverse effects the
plan may have on a protected site. It is accepted that it is not always possible to completely
eradicate the plan’s negative impacts on a protected site. Therefore mitigation would need to
ensure sufficient reduction so that an adverse impact on the integrity of the protected site(s)
can be nullified. Measures will normally involve the modification of a plan or project.

When adverse effects (or risk of one) on a protected site cannot be avoided

3.12

In exceptional circumstances, an authority can implement a plan even when the HRA
process concludes that there would be a negative impact on a protected site’s integrity that
could not be overcome by mitigation or by choosing alternative solutions. This is because
Article 6(4) of the Habitats Directive allows an authority to implement a plan if there are
imperative reasons of overriding public interest (more commonly written as its acronym,
IROPI) for doing so. In such an instance, compensatory measures would have to put in place
to counteract some of the plan’s negative impacts. These must be taken to ensure that the
overall coherence of the network of International Habitats Sites is protected.

In-Combination Effects

3.13

Other plans and projects being prepared or implemented in the area may have the potential
to cause negative effects on the integrity of European sites. These effects may be
exacerbated when experienced in combination with the effects of the District Plan, possibly
leading an insignificant effect to become significant. It is therefore important to consider

12



3.14

3.15

3.16

which other plans and projects could generate similar effects as development within
Tandridge at the same European sites, and which may act in-combination. In combination
effects are therefore considered throughout the Appropriate Assessment.

A decision-maker may not issue a development consent without undertaking an ‘appropriate
assessment’ of a scheme’s impact on the integrity of a protected site, unless he/she can
‘exclude’ the possibility of likely significant effects of the scheme alone or in combination
with other plans or projects.

That a likely significant effect from a scheme (alone or in combination) cannot be screened
out under this precautionary approach does not mean that under an ‘appropriate
assessment’ it will necessarily be concluded that there will be adverse impacts on the
integrity of the European site, it merely requires that a more detailed study be undertaken,
on the best information currently available.

At the stage of considering the matter, those ‘plans or projects’ which need to be considered
‘in combination’ are those which amount to commitments, but not yet apparent in the
baseline. Future or inchoate schemes need not be included as they, in turn, will need to go
through the consenting process, taking into account the approval of the scheme in question
as a commitment.

13



4.1

INFORMATION FOR STAGE 1: LIKELY SIGNIFICANT EFFECTS
(‘SCREENING?)

As part of Stage 1: Screening, a range of information needs to be considered in order to
complete a Screening Assessment for each protected site. This Screening Assessment
considers key environment conditions and any possible effects the Neighbourhood Plan may
have on these. This section presents information that has been considered.

The ‘International Habitats Sites’

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

4.7

There are no protected sites within Tatsfield Parish, nor indeed within Tandridge District. The

nearest internationally protected habitats sites are:

Ashdown Forest SPA and SAC, which is 19 km away from the Parish boundary at its nearest
point.

Mole Gap to Reigate Escarpment SAC is 15.3km away from the Parish boundary at its
nearest point.

Taking a precautionary approach, both Mole Gap to the Reigate Escarpment and the Ashdown
Forest are considered relevant to subject to the HRA process for the Tatsfield Neighbourhood

Plan.

Protected sites have different reasons for designation and accordingly they have different
pressures. Information about both sites can be found in Table 2 below. In addition, the more

detailed site citations published under the EU Directives are at Appendix 2.

There are two relevant ‘Site Improvement Plans’ (SIPs) as follows:

e Ashdown Forest Site Improvement Plan

e Mole Gap to Reigate Escarpment Site Improvement Plan

These SIPs were produced by Natural England who led a 2 year programme (finished in 2015)
in partnership with the Environment Agency with support from the European Union’s LIFE+

Nature and Biodiversity programme. Essentially the SIPs set out plans on how to target efforts

on the protected sites to get them into a healthy state. As such, they provide some insight into
the existing challenges facing the protected sites.

For example, the Ashdown Forest SIP highlights threats that include air pollution — the impact
of atmospheric nitrogen deposition and public access disturbance. For each threat, a set of
actions is identified. It is notable that in relation to atmospheric nitrogen deposition, the

14



4.8

4.9

mechanism of a ‘Site Nitrogen Action Plan’(SNAP) was identified, but the funding and delivery
body not yet identified. The Mole Gap to Reigate Escarpment SIP also highlights the threats of
atmospheric nitrogen deposition and public access disturbance.

Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) Condition Analysis can be found in Appendix 3. SSSI
monitoring is undertaken by Natural England as part of their statutory duties. The objectives
of SSSI monitoring include informing agreement of the most appropriate site management
and contributing to Natural England’s monitoring of long-term changes in the natural
environment. It is important to note that all Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites are also covered by
the statutory national SSSI designation, therefore the condition analysis of SSSI may provide
useful insights into the condition of internationally protected sites. However, the data should
be treated with caution since the SSSI boundaries cover a slightly greater extent than the
international sites, as demonstrated in Table 1, so will include condition assessments of areas
not relevant to the HRA.

Table 1: Comparison of Protected Sites by Spatial Extent

Subject to HRA Not Subject to
HRA
SAC Area (Ha) SPA Area (Ha) SSSI Area (Ha)
Mole Gap to Reigate Escarpment 894.33 N/a 1,016.42
Ashdown Forest 2,728.31 3,205.46 3,213.09

The tables in Appendix 3 show that more than three-quarters of the Ashdown Forest SSSI is in
unfavourable condition, though recovering. For the Mole Gap to Reigate Escarpment, there is
a more even split, with just over half favourable and the remainder unfavourable (mostly

recovering)

15
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Other relevant plans and strategies

When undertaking the HRA, it is necessary to look at relevant plans produced by other
authorities to understand whether the Local Plan, in combination with other plans and
strategies, could have a significant effect on a protected site.

A summary of the main matters of contextual relevance from other plans are found in Table 3
below, based on a judgement of likely significance. For the Ashdown Forest this includes all
local planning authorities currently cooperating as part of the Ashdown Forest Air Quality
Group.
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5.1

5.1.1

5.1.2

5.13

514

5.2

521

5.2.2

SCREENING THE INTERNATIONAL HABITATS SITES

Taking account of the information available to the Council (see Section 4 of this report), a
Screening Assessment on the’ likely significant effect’ that the Neighbourhood Plan would
have on the relevant International Habitats Sites has been undertaken in below.

Mole Gap to Reigate Escarpment Recreational Disturbance

Recreational impacts upon the Mole Gap to Reigate escarpment have to be considered
because recreational disturbance can have a negative impact on the chalk grassland, with
dog walking and related nutrient enrichment of grassland impacting on the integrity of the
site.

The boundary of the Tatsfield Neighbourhood Plan area is 15.3km at its nearest point.
Furthermore, the SAC is elongated and tapers off to narrow point at its eastern extent,
which is the nearest point in question. The honey pot destinations are further west in the
SAC and much further from the Plan boundary.

Reference can be made to the HRA process conducted for the Tandridge District Local Plan,
in particular the Appropriate Assessment Report submitted in January 2019. This drew on
external evidence to show that recreational pressure at the Mole Gap to Reigate Escarpment
SAC is focused mainly around ‘honey pot ‘sites, particularly Box Hill, with the majority of
impact being within a small radius of the car parks. It demonstrated that the SAC has a
widely dispersed catchment. For the two most popular sites (Box Hill and Reigate Hill/Gatton
park), the 75th percentile of visitors fall s in the 50-75 mile range, covering all of London and
much of the South-East. Given the extremely large and populated catchment area, which
includes all of Greater London (population 8.8 million) as well as much of the South-East,
residents of the Tatsfield Neighbourhood Plan area will comprise a very insignificant
proportion of overall visitor numbers. This is further supported by past Visitor Surveys
showing that the main sources were Leatherhead and South London including Sutton,
Carshalton and Croydon.’

Therefore, likely significant effects from recreational pressure on the Mole Gap to Reigate
Escarpment stemming from the Tatsfield Neighbourhood Plan can be screened out.

Mole Gap to Reigate Escarpment Air Pollution

This needs to be considered since additional development risks causing increase in traffic
movements on roads passing through or close to the protected site, thereby risking
increasing air pollution and nitrogen disposition within the site.

Background evidence in support of the District Local Plan (Aecom ‘Air Quality Impact
Assessment upon the Mole Gap to Reigate Escarpment) demonstrated there is no likely
significant effects from air pollution, even from the full extent of District wide development
allocated in the Local plan to 2033.
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5.2.3

5.3

53.1

5.3.2

Therefore it can be concluded that there are no likely significant effect from the
Neighbourhood Plan upon the Mole Gap to Reigate escarpment as a result of air pollution.

Mole Gap to Reigate Escarpment Drainage and Water Pollution

There is no likely significant effect from drainage and water pollution upon the Mole Gap to
Reigate Escarpment as a result of the Tatsfield Neighbourhood Plan.

No impact pathways exist since the areas of the CR# Neighbourhood Plan does not impact
upon the catchment of the River Mole which flows through the Mole Gap to Reigate
Escarpment SAC.

Maps x and x River Mole Catchment (left)
and Upper Mole Catchment (right)

5.4 Ashdown Forest Recreational Disturbance

54.1

5.4.2

Recreational impacts upon the Ashdown Forest have to be considered because disturbance
(particularly from dog walkers) could be having a significant effect on the breeding success
of the protected ground nesting birds at the site

Visitor data collated to support the District Local Plan (Ashdown Forest Visitor Surveys 2016
and 2009) demonstrates that most visitors come from areas local to the Forest (within 7km).
This conclusion was supported in the District Local Plan Habitats Regulations Assessment,
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54.3

54.4

and is an agreed position within the Ashdown Forest Recreation ‘Statement of Common
Ground’ that is being drawn up by Tandridge district Council in partnership with Wealden
District Council, Lewes District Council, Tunbridge Wells District Council and Sevenoaks
District Council.

Therefore, the emerging Tandridge Local Plan (Policy TLP36) does not require development
beyond 7km to automatically mitigate its impact. However Policy TLp36 also states ‘For sites
beyond the 7km zone of influence, the Council will take a precautionary approach where an
Appropriate Assessment may be required under the Habitats Regulations Assessment to
determine whether there will be a likely impact on the integrity of the Special Protection
Area.’

It is assumed that development allocations in the Neighbourhood Plan will be focused on
sustainable locations in and adjacent to Tatsfield village, which is actually 19km from the
Ashdown Forest at its nearest point. It is also assumed that the allocations will be of a scale
that is broadly comparable to the levels of development anticipated by the Tandridge Local
Plan. On the basis of these assumptions it is considered that there are no likely significant
effect from recreational impacts upon the Ashdown Forest as a result of the Tatsfield
Neighbourhood Plan. However, the District Council reserves the right to review the need for
Appropriate Assessment as the Neighbourhood Plan’s exact intentions regarding type, scale
and location of development becomes clearer.

5.5 Ashdown Forest Air Quality

55.1

5.5.2

553

554

This needs to be considered since additional development risks causing increase in traffic
movements on roads passing through or close to the protected site, thereby risking
increasing air pollution and nitrogen disposition within the site.

background evidence in support of the District Local Plan (Aecom ‘Air Quality Impact
Assessment _upon the Ashdown Forest’) demonstrated that there is no likely significant
effects from air pollution even from the full extent of District wide development allocated in
the Local plan to 2033.

Therefore there are not considered to be any likely significant effect from the
Neighbourhood Plan upon the Ashdown Forest as a result of air pollution, based on current
accepted evidence.

However, the District Council reserves the right to review the need for Appropriate

Assessment in light of any emerging technical evidence and also as the Neighbourhood
Plan’s exact intentions regarding type, scale and location of development becomes clearer.
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5.6 Consultation

5.6.1 As required by regulations, the views of Natural England have been sought on this screening
opinions, although the Council did not receive a response.
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6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

CONCLUSIONS

This report has considered the impact that the Tatsfield Neighbourhood Plan could have on
the Ashdown Forest SAC/SPA and the Mole Gap to Reigate Escarpment SAC as part of Stage 1:
Screening of the Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA). In doing so it has taken into
consideration the nature of the sites and the reasons for their respective designations, whilst
also having regard to the precautionary principle and the in-combination effect with other
plans.

At this stage, based on the precautionary principle, it can be determined that the
Neighbourhood Plan would not have any likely significant effects on the International
Habitats Sites, in combination with other plans and programmes. The factors which can be
screened out are:

Ashdown Forest SAC and SPA

e Risk of increase air pollution at the Ashdown Forest.
e Risk of increase in recreational disturbance at the Ashdown Forest SPA, affecting the
ground nesting birds.

Mole Gap to Reigate Escarpment SAC

e Risk of increase in air pollution ;
e Risk of increase in recreational disturbance, affecting the chalk grassland; and
e Risk of increase in water pollution

As such, at this stage and based on current assumptions regarding development levels and
location, it is not necessary to proceed to the next stage of the HRA process, Stage 2:

Appropriate Assessment.

However, the District Council reserves the right to review the need for Appropriate
Assessment as the Neighbourhood Plan’s exact intentions regarding type, scale and location of
development becomes clearer; and also in light of any emerging technical evidence.
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Appendix 1 — Site Citations

Appendix 1a - Citation for Ashdown Forest SAC

EC Directive 92/43 on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild
Fauna and Flora

Citation for Special Area of Conservation (SAC)

Name: Ashdown Forest

Unitary Aunthority/County: East Sussex

SAC status: Designated on 1 Apnl 2005
Grid reference: TQ451306

SACEU code: UK0030080

Area (ha): 2729.00

Component SS5I: Ashdown Forest S55I

Site description:
Ashdown Forest contains one of the largest single contimuous blocks of lowland heath m
south-east England with both dry heaths and, in a larger proportion, wet heath. The wet heath
element provides suitable conditions for several species of bog-mosses Sphagnum spp., bog
asphodel Narthecium ossifragum, deergrass Trichophorum cespitosum, common cotton-grass
Eriophorum angustifolium, marsh gentian Genfiana pneumonanthe and marsh clubmoss
Lycopodislla inundata. The site supports important assemblages of beetles, dragonflies,
damselflies and butterflies, including the nationally rare silver-studded blue Plebgjus argus.
The dry heath in Ashdown Forest is dominated by heather Calluna vulgaris, bell heather
Erica cinerea and dwarf gorse Ulex minor, with transitions to other habitats. It supports
important lichen assemblages, including species such as Pycnothelia papillaria. This site
supports the most inland remaining population of hairy greenweed Genisia pilosa in Brtamn.
The damming of streams, digging for marl. and quarrying have produced several large ponds
n a number of areas of the forest. Although often largely free of aquatic vegetation there may
be localised rafts of broadleaved pondweed Potamogeton natans, beds of reedmace Typha
latifolia and water horsetail Equisetum fluviatile. These species are particularly abundant in
the marl pits. Some of the ponds have large amphibian populations, mcluding the great-
crested newt Triturus cristatus.
Qualifying habitats: The site 1s designated under article 4(4) of the Directive (92/43/EEC)
as it hosts the following habitats listed in Annex I:

* FEuropean dry heaths

* Northem Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tefralix. (Wet heathland with cross-leaved heath)

Qualifying species: The site is designated under article 4(4) of the Directive (32/43/EEC) as
1t hosts the following species listed in Annex IT:
* Great crested newt Trifurus cristafus

This citation relates to a site entered in the Register
of European Sites for Great Bntamn.

Register reference number: UK 0030080

Date of registration: 14 June 2005

Signed: <7 e S adoe

On behalf of the Secretary of State for Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs

b | Ashdown Forest SAC UK0030080
I'his ]~.| Compilation date: May 2005 Version: 1
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Appendix 1b - Citation for Ashdown Forest SPA

B Cirective 79/402 oa the Canservat.an of Wils Sirds:
Speczl Frotacton Area

ASHDOWT FOREST (EAST SUSSEXG

Tho Ashidoven Forest propesed Joesizl Prolection Arsa (pSPAL IS an exlensive area of comirmon
2nd on omainly sandy sois beoween Eost Grinsiecad and Crowborough in East Sussex. i
camgrises a mosaic JF weeD aed dry healh, vallay 209 and woodiand, and supoarts zaveral
uncomrmon elants, a ich invereheate Teana @nd retionally mpertant nurbars of breecding
nightjar and DarLford wearbler. The boondary af tho pSPA 15 coinzident weith that of the
Asdowen Farast Gite of Special Bciantilic Interest, ’

The stz qualifies for dasignation under Arginle A1 af the SU Birds Directiva by regoiarly
sunpadting nationally impartant kreeding nepualations of twa Sonox 1 spacies. Tha zite
supparts 35 pairs of nigntjar Ssgemmaipos ooroeanes (099592 survey], rasresanting 1, 1% of
the British population, ans 28 pairg of Dartford warnler Swivis uncara (18249 survayl!,
eSSt 7.1 5% of the Sritizh nopudatizne Other sagulacy asouring Annes 1 szecies inalise
wogclark Loz rroceea, hes harrier Dices cyanens and great gray sauika Lavies exauliion

o diverse range of heathlang and woodland abilats gn the site supperss an impartact
assernbloge of broodivg seecies, sone o wihicn gove deslined in England over recant yeaars,
MNoalasle species reguiarly Sreecing on the sito irclude noboy fadco subbuten, tra2 picil Anohes
eriviElie, redaarl Aoondeoreys ofocmoorus, swoncchal Saxdeofd tonquatd? and wood searbor
Flhyloscopus sunta i, noasdincn o niahijar and Darsfard =arbler.,

THs Slglioe] Y TV 2asuk 5 o 5P arn ).
0 Adaisler of Eumnaan siles tar Ginat Regaly
- [ !
BPS Titation lﬂwﬁa:rvelqm;cw“|£q
12 o ) s P |
Felary 1018 Signed .. T AT R
oF PR A e Sanral ey A e e Crerarmes
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Appendix 1c - Citation for Mole Gap to Reigate Escarpment SAC

EC Directive 92/43 on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild
Fauna and Flora

Citation for Special Area of Conservation (SAC)

Name: Mole Gap to Reigate Escarpment
Unitary Aunthority/County: Surrey

SAC status: Designated on 1 Apml 2003

Grid reference: TQ199533

SACEU code: UK0012804

Area (ha): 887.68

Component S55I: Mole Gap to Reigate Escarpment S55I

Site description:
Woodland, chalk grassland, chalk scrub and heathland form an interrelated mosaic at this site
on the North Downs.

On the generally acidic plateau deposits of the crest of the Downs, the woodland 1s dominated
by beech Fagus sylvatica, pedunculate oak Quercus robur, ash Fraxinus excelsior and yew
Tacus baccata. On the lime-nich chalk slopes, the dominant trees are beech, ash and yew,
together with field maple Acer campestre and common whitebeam Sorbus aria agg. and
occasional large-leaved lime Tilia platyphyllos. Yew woodland has been formed both by
mvasion of chalk grassland and from development within beech woodland following
destruction of the beech over-storey. Yew occurs In extensive stands, with, in places, an
understorey of box Biuxus sempervirens. This site supports the only area of stable box scrub in
the UK, on steep chalk slopes where the River Mole has cut into the North Downs
Escarpment, creating the Mole Gap. Here natural erosion maintains the open conditions
required for the survival of this habitat type.

The site supports a range of species-rich chalk grassland types on steep slopes, dominated by
red fescue Festuca rubra, sheep’s-fescue F. ovina, quaking-grass Briza media and, in taller
areas, upright brome Bromopsis erecta, tor-grass Brachypodium pinnafum and slender false-
brome grass Brachypodium sylvaticum. Typical herbs include salad bumet Sanguisorba
minor, yellow-wort Blackstonia perfoliata and field scabious Enautia arvensis. The site
supports important populations of the nationally scarce musk orchid Herminium monorchis
and man orchid Aceras anthropophorum, the former occurring in areas of shorter turf. A
range of more widespread but local orchids are also present, including autumn lady’s-tresses
Spiranthes spiralis and green-winged orchud Orchis morio, as well as commoner species, such
as pyranudal orchid Anacamptis pyramidalis, fragrant orchud Gymnadenia conopsea and bee
orchid Ophrys apifera.

The acidic platean deposits on Headley Heath support acidic heathland, dominated by heather
Calluna vulgaris, bell heather Erica cinerea and dwarf gorse Ulex minor, often mixed with
grasses such as wavy hair-grass Deschampsia flexuosa and common bent Agrosiis capillaris.
Chalk heath occurs on a small area of Headley Heath where the special conditions allow both
acid and lime-loving plants to grow side by side.

An old chalk mine is used as a winter roost by several species of bats.

=1 MoleGQi:Reigme_EnmmSAC UK'DDI_ZSM
r:"r;;.'."l‘q'_. Compilation date: May 2005 Version: 1
NATUIRE Designation citation Page 1 of 2
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Appendix 2 — Site of Special Scientific Interest Condition Analysis

Appendix 2a - Ashdown Forest SSSI

Site: Ashdown Forest SSSI

Report generated on: 24 Jul 2017

Sites Units Units
Assessed
Total number 1 127 127
Total area 3,213.09 321312 3.213.12
(ha)
% meeting Favourable  Unfavourable Unfa ble Unfa ble Partially D yed Not A d
area of -Recovering -Nochange - Declining destroyed
favourable or
unfavourable
recovering
Area (ha) 3,200.19 652.64 2,547.55 12.93
Percentage 99.60% 20.31% 79.29% 0.00% 0.40% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

Condition Summary

Il Favourable
I Unfavourable- Recovering
I Unfavourable- Declining
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Appendix 2b - Mole Gap to Reigate Escarpment SSSI

Site: Mole Gap to Reigate Escarpment SSSI

Report generated on: 24 Jul 2017

Sites Units Units
Assessed
Total number 1 37 37
Total area 1,016.42 1,016.42 1,016.42
(ha)
% meeting Favourable  Unfavourable Unfavourable Unfavourable Partially Destroyed Not Assessed
area of -Recovering -No change - Declining destroyed
favourable or
unfavourable
recovering
Area (ha) 1,011.28 536.55 474.74 513
Percentage 99.49% 52.79% 46.71% 0.51% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

Condition Summary

I Favourable
I Unfavourable - Recovering
I Unfavourable-No change
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