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Protection Against Fire.

SUGGESTED APPLIANCES FOR
TATSFIELD.

At a meeting of the Parish Conneil of Tatsfield
held at the Schools, Tatsfield, on Tuesday,
November the 23rd, it was unanimously decided
that the annexed report should be received and
published in the manner therein indicated.
- The Parish Council without pledging them-
selves to any course of action are desirous of
learning the wishes of the parish in the matter,

REIPORT.

We, the undersigned, having been appointed
by the Parish Council as a committee to consider

the question of protection against fire in the

parish, beg to report as follows :

1. The Parish is at present totally unprovided
with any meauns of protection against fire.

2. There has not been any serious outbreak of
fire in the past, but this is no guarantee that
there will be no outbreak in the future, especially
having regard to the fact that new buildings are
constantly being erected in the parish.

3. In the event of a serious outbreak of fire
taking place, the destruction of property and the
consequential damage to the reputation and the
disturbance of trade in the parish might be con-
siderably greater than the cost of supplying the
necessary apparatus and equipment. The rates
of insurance are also generally lower where there
is an adequate fire brigade efficiently equipped.

4. Provision for protection agsinst fire is made
among parishes by means of (a) fire brigade (b)
manuals and or other fire engines (¢c) hydrants.

5. The fire brigade is essential to work what.
ever equipment is provided.

The members are instructed in the use of the
equipment and ave paid for every drill attended.
They also receive a gratuity for every fire at-
tended.

6. Manuals and or other fire engines are em-
ployed where there are only natural supplies of
water such as ponds or where the force of water
supplied through water mains is insufficient and
requires supplementing.

7. Hydrants are used where water can be ob-
trained from water mains and where the natural
supplies of water are insufficient,

8. The force of water supplied through water
- mains should be suflicient to carry a stream of
water over the highest building in the parish
otherwise mannals would be cssential.

9. Beyond the pond by Westmore Green there
18 no natural water supply from which water
could be obtsined in any quantity in the event of
fire.

10. The parish is served by the mains of the
Metropolitan Water Board. = It is believed that
there would be sufficient force to comply with
paragraph 8 hereof. Arrangemeénts could be
made with the Board for the supply of water.

11. It would therefore be essential in the parish
to employ hydrants supplemented by a manual if
the force of water should prove insufficient.

12. It would be desirable to obtain the opinion
of an expert as to (a) the best position in which to
place the hydrants (b) whether the force of water
would be sufficient to obviate the use of a manual.
The fee payable to such expert would be two
guineas and out of pocket expenses.

13. "It is anticipated that the following equip-
ment would be required :— ‘

(a) Hydrants (about 20) costing £7 each, or if
placed on the pavement which is recommended,
£8 8s. each.

fb] T'wo stands costing £3 10s. each.

¢) Hose (about five lengths)., A length con-
tains 100 feet and costs one shilling a foot.

(d) Hand cart costing abont £10.

(e) Helmets and such other necessary clothing
and equipment for the members of the fire
brigade. (An estimate must be obtained for
these),

It is calculated that the total initial cost would
be £200 approximately,

14. A shed would have to be erected for storing
the apparatus and a man employed to look after
it. These charges, the payment of the members
of the fire brigade, repairs, renewals and cost of
water used would constitute the amount of the
annual outlay and should not be very great.

15. With reference to obtaining the necessary
funds for the capital outlay and annual mainten-
ance, we find that provisions are contained in the
Lighting and Watching Act, 1833, Waterworks
Clauses Act, 1847, Public Health Act, 1875, Local
Government Act 1894.

The purchase of the hoze and the charges for
annual maintenance might be made by a grant
voted at a parish meeting. The cost of the pro-
vision of the hydrants would have to be made by
the District Council by way of loan with annual
repayments. It i1s calculated that this would
involve an additional rate of approximately two-
pence in the pound,

16. Whilst recognising the desirability of pro-
viding means of protection against fire we hesitate
to recommend the Council to incur so great an
expenditure as would be thereby involved without
first consulting the parish meefing.

17. We therefore recommend that copies ofthis’
report be posted in the parish or published in the
Press and suggest that some of the residents if
they so think fit should request the Chsirman of
the Parish Council to summon a parish meeting
to consider the matter.

We suggest that the questions for the parish
meeting to decide should be :—

() Whether a scheme for providing protection
against fire should be adopted,

(b) Whether an expert's opinion should be
obtained to settle the position of the hydrants
and the question of the force of water in the mains.

(3) In the event of the expert so recommending
should a manual be obtained in addition to the
hydrants.

(Bigned), SAM JOYCRE THOMAS,
THOMAS VINCENT.

Westerham Herald, Dee. 25th, 1909.
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