Commenting on the provisional 2026/27 Local Government Finance Settlement, Chancellor of Essex, Councillor Chris Whitbread, said: “We welcome the announcement of a multi-year finance settlement for councils, something we have consistently called for. Greater certainty over future funding is vital as we prepare for Devolution and Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) in Greater Essex.
“It is encouraging that the increase in the Business Rates baseline will deliver around 4.3% additional funding for 2025/26. However, beyond that, growth is expected to be very limited. For the final two years of the settlement, funding will fall in real terms once inflation is taken into account.
“This means we will no doubt need to identify further savings in the years ahead. This is a challenge we are well used to. Over the past five years, we have delivered £192 million in savings through strong financial management and careful planning.
“Our priorities will remain protecting essential services, supporting our most vulnerable residents, and driving economic growth across Essex for the benefit of our communities and businesses.

