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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 27th. November 2024 at 7pm in the 
Village Hall. 
Present: Cllrs M. Gibson (Chair), A. Gardner, M. Lear, J. Cobb, R. Millett, G. Minish, J. Pollock and  
Kevin B. Money (Clerk to Parish Council). There were 21 members of the public present  
 

169/2024 Apologies for Absence No apologies were received 
 

170/2024 Declaration of Interest 
To declare any Pecuniary, Registerable or non-Registerable Interest relating to items on the agenda 
None declared 
 

171/2024 Minutes  
To confirm and sign the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 23rd. October 2024. All Agreed 
 

172/2024 Chair’s report and any update since last meeting  
At the last meeting residents expressed concern about the length of time it has taken to get the Dairy up and 
running again. The new lessees, Kasia and Tom took possession on 1st November and have been hard at work 
ever since sorting the shop out. It was in dire need of a bit of TLC. They have come along to the meeting tonight 
and we look forward to hearing their plans. 
Ivan Joslin, long standing Parish Councillor and former Vice Chairman, who retired in 2015 died earlier this 
month. He had been ill for some time. His funeral is on 2nd. December at 10.30 am at St Thomas Church 
Bradwell. 
LED Lighting: We have finally received the form back from A&J Lighting and have forwarded it to UK Power 
Networks for processing. We have not heard back as yet. 
Last week’s wintery weather is a good time to remind the village that there is a supply of road salt for use on 
untreated roads and pavements. To remind everyone, the only road that is treated in the village is Main Road so 
neither Anchorage or Wick Farm, let alone the unmade and unadopted roads are gritted. Residents from these 
areas are very welcome to collect a supply of salt. 
 

173/2024 Essex County Councillor Report – ECC Cllr Wendy Stamp 
a) Update on ECC Locality Funding 

£660.51p has been awarded for a new picnic table for the recreation ground. This will now be purchased  
 

174/2024 District Councillor/s Report – Cllr Linda Haywood. No report was given 
 

175/2024 Public Participation Session with Respect to items on the agenda  
A total maximum time of 15 minutes is allowed for all public participation sessions 
Both Kasia and Tom, new owners of the Dairy, spoke about why they have taken over and the condition it was 
left in. They spoke about when the shop could open and what will be sold in the shop 
The post office side of the business is a franchise and both Kasia and Tom have not been trained and it will be 
left to another trained person to run the post office side. The prescription service will stay.  
Speeding in the village is still a problem along Main Road. Volunteers are required to set up a speed watch 
team.  
 

176/2024 Representative Reports 
a) Dengie Hundred Group of Parish Councils any update since last meeting 

No update to report 
 

b) Greening of the village – Cllr R. Millett any update since last meeting 
The village greening is looking good. The forestry project is still going ahead 
 

c) Asset Management report – Cllr M. Gibson any update since last meeting 
A new picnic table is being purchased and will be placed in the car park 
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d) Skatepark update – Cllr M. Lear / J. Cobb 

Ramp manufactures have been spoken to. An average cost is £25,000 plus installation charges. 
Grant funding will be necessary. Zip wire has also been looked into but the cost is still about £25,000 plus 
installation. A vast surround area must be kept clear for safety reasons. 
 

177/2024 Planning Application/s. No planning applications have been received 
 

178/2024 Planning decision/s made affecting St. Lawrence 
 

HOUSE/MAL/24/00700 - Sunrise High View St Lawrence Southminster 
First floor side extension. APPROVE subject to conditions 
 

FUL/MAL/24/00522 - Plot 9 To 10 Sunny Way St Lawrence Essex 
Removal of existing caravan on site and installation of 1no. park home utilising existing parking and access 
arrangements. REFUSE 
 

179/2024 Appeals made affecting St. Lawrence No appeals have been received 
 

180/2024 Finance 
a. To receive the Bank reconciliations as at 31st. October 2024 

Councillors noted the Bank reconciliations as at 31st. October 2024 
b. To receive the comparison of Actual to Budgeted for 2024/25 

Councillors noted the comparison of Actual to Budgeted for 2024/25 
c. To approve the payment of Accounts for November 2024 and to agree a transfer of funds to meet the 

Parish Council financial requirements. All Agreed 
d. To increase bank signatories for SLPC. Councillors were asked to increase the number of signatories at 

Unity Trust Bank 
 

181/2024 Budget 2025-2026. Councillors to discuss draft budget for 2025-2026 
Councillors discussed the draft 2025-2026 budget. This will be finalised at the 22nd. January 2025 meeting 
 

182/2024 Councillors to list any defective streetlights with location/s in the village. None reported 
 

183/2024 Items for Next Agenda 
2025-2026 Budget 
 

184/2024 Next meeting will be held on Wednesday 18th. December 2024 
 

185/2024 Councillors to agree on 2025 meeting dates: 
22.01.25: 26.02.25: 26.03.25: 23.04.25: 28.05.25: 18.06.25: 23.07.25: 24.09.25: 22.10.25: 26.11.25: 17.12.25 
 

186/2024 Closure of the Meeting 
To close the Meeting having considered and determined all items of business. 
 
The Chair then closed the meeting at 7.35pm and thanked everyone for attending. 


