STPC MEETING 23.05.2025 MINUTES

Attendees.
Cllr N Burr, Cllr D Padfield, Cllr L Padfield, Clerk Gledhill. Guests, Ann Padfield, Julliette Burr, Steve Green and Ken Mason.
Minutes of the last meeting.
The minutes of the last meeting to be read, agreed and signed by Cllr Burr.
Matters arising. 
Some of the potholes on Tawney Common have been repaired. Cllr Padfield asked about the footpath bridges, Clerk explain that due to the extra work involved in the 2 big issues at the moment, there wasn’t enough time to get other things done. The Cllr’s all agreed to share the work load. 
The notice about the vacancy has been received from the election office at EFDC, and has been posted by the clerk. 
Financial matters.
£5920.15     
Solar Farm. 
Theydon Mount PC are canvassing their parishioners to see if they will also object. A GoFundme account has been proposed by the protest group to pay for professional advice around the planning application. SG is going to help set it up, but it will be someone else’s account, in case he is elected onto the council. The appeal to request an EIA has been lodged, ref EFP/1062/25. Details of the decision around the EIA should be circulated as soon as received. No one present has received a response from IB Vogt/Thrift. Result of the public consultation?
A petition has been set up and received over 500 signatures. It wouldn’t directly influence a planning decision but would be an indication of public feeling. It is possible that people who sign might also object to the planning application. 
Wildlife. People should record any birds, or other wildlife they see. The Merlin bird app is a national tracking app. Cllr Burr will liase with the CPRE.   
Heritage. AP will take the lead on this, Stella Sudekum wrote the document on the screening opinion, saying they would likely object. Should a Geophis survey be done as Roman remains have been found very close by? 
Airfield. DP will speak to Stapleford. 
North Weald PC should be contacted about the connection going through Thornwood. NG.
Highways. LP to ty and work out the hours of delay to people and businesses. 
Clive Amos apologised for not making it to the protest meeting. Clerk has requested a meeting with the PC. 
Now waiting for advice from the professional body as to which areas to object to the Planning application on. i.e. Loss of agricultural, impact on heritage, wildlife, traffic, ground levels, emergency access, fire hazard. 
Epping Lane site. Clerk was contacted on Monday by 2 people regarding this. Reporting further digging around the pipeline, and even bigger lorries queuing to go in and tip over the weekend. Clerk contacted the National grid emergency line and reported the digging. Cadent got in touch to establish exactly what was happening and stated, National Grid have nothing to do with gas anymore. They arranged to send someone to assess. Someone else rang from Cadent and said they were going to elevate it to management level. When their man arrived on site, he established that this pipeline is not Cadent, it is a supply line and is definitely National Grid. The digging going on around the pipeline is a company brought in by Nat Grid to investigate any damage to the pipeline. They have security on site but purely to protect the compound they have set up. Not to secure the site against further tipping. This information, including photographs of lorries queuing to get in to the site has been forwarded to Amy Morgan at EA and Theydon Mount PC. Cllr NB to follow up.    

Items for the next meeting.
Epping Lane site
Solar Farm
Churchyard 

Next meeting to be arranged. 

