SOUTHMINSTER PARISH PLAN – UPDATED FEBRUARY 2010 


	Action
	Cost/How funded
	Who
	When by
	PROGRESS REPORTS
	Review date

	1.     People and Places

1.1 Parish Council develop a   website to promote its role within the village, with suitable linkages to the websites of existing community groups.

       TASK COMPLETED
1.2 Provision of a permanent fixed map identifying key locations within the village. This should be positioned centrally, for the benefit of visitors and residents.

1.3  Production of a paper version of the map be produced. This would be available for local residents and visitors. Such a publication has the potential of recording the history of Southminster and promoting local businesses, leisure facilities and key information.

        TASK COMPLETED
2.  Health and Social Wellbeing

2.1 Mid Essex PCT be requested to explore the feasibility of commissioning more accessible and local dentistry services and chiropody services.

2.2 Mid Essex PCT be requested to explore the feasibility of commissioning proposals for improving access to minor injuries/accident and emergency intervention in rural communities.

2.3 Healthy Living Solutions, the Dengie Project Trust (DPT) and the Parish Council be requested to explore ways of co-operating to increase awareness of activities promoting healthy living lifestyle support.

3. Housing

To reach agreement with MDC that In the event that further housing development occurs it is imperative that the necessary infrastructure is also secured.

4. Community Safety

4.1 Make representations to ECC (with  MDC support) to the effect that whilst there is support for street lighting restrictions from an environmental perspective, it does appear to have the impact of increasing anxiety around personal security and raises the fear of crime. The current position should be reviewed from all perspectives and a decision made as to whether to extend such a trial.
4.2 Contact is made with the Crime Prevention Coordinator to consider establishing new Neighbourhood Schemes or extending existing ones in Southminster.

5. Culture and Leisure

5.1 Review the facilities in Southminster, including the King George V Playing Field to consider recent requests for rugby posts, go-karting, paint-balling, and more youth club availability.  Such a review should include FOSCOS to avoid duplication of facilities provision at the Southfield Way Sites.
5.2 Explore the feasibility of a dedicated place for young people to meet over and beyond existing sessional youth provision e.g. a youth café or shelter. 
5.3 Negotiate with landowners to increase the opportunities for Fishing locally since this is a popular pastime of many people (including young people) in the village.

6. Economic Wellbeing

6.1 Consider regeneration and business development to promote greater use of local shops by residents.
6.2 Explore the views of local businesses regarding a proposed occasional market in the village centre, to assist local business and promote a greater village identity. The businesses featured should complement existing businesses and not be in competition.
7. Education and Lifelong     learning 

7.1 Explore the feasibility of providing more adult community learning opportunities in Southminster at venues which are convenient to participants.

7.2 Explore the degree of local support for and the feasibility of providing a “Walking Bus”.

8.  Environment

8.1 Work on options for play   equipment in Orchard Meadows. 
8.2 Review the adequacy of disposal bins to counter dog fouling and seek ways of achieving greater compliance and enforcement.
Note – any waste bin can be used for dog waste.

8.3 Facilitate a “Street Pride Scheme” throughout the Village both to counter “enviro crimes” and positively to improve the appearance of local areas. A “Litter Pick Day” could launch the scheme.
8.4 Include plastic recycling in the existing door step scheme.

9. Transport

9.1 Parish Council continues discussion with ECC with a view to consulting on the following proposals to address traffic concerns:

extend parking restrictions to Goldsands Road from Cherry Orchard,

extend restrictions outside the Bank,

introduce ‘no waiting at any time’ at the junction of North Street and the High Street, 

investigate chicane parking or residents’ parking in North Street,

investigate barrier systems on corner of Coombe Road and High Street junction

extend restrictions on North side of Pantile Hill from Coombe Road

extend restrictions into Queenborough Road from High Street Junction

investigate a one-way system round North Street/Queenborough Road and round New Moor Crescent.

9.2 Erection of road signs in Althorne to direct away from the village heavy goods vehicles travelling to the Dengie peninsula 
9.3 Consider the funding of a Speed Indicator Device for location in the Village.
9.4 ECC be asked to facilitate an improved public transport service at evenings and weekends to overcome isolation and relieve staffing recruitment difficulties for local businesses.
9.5 ECC consider the introduction of traffic calming measures in Burnham Road near the school and sheltered housing units.

9.6 NCP be approached regarding the feasibility of reducing /waiving car parking charges at Southminster Station to address street congestion in the surrounding streets in the event that the proposed parking restrictions are unsuccessful.
9.7 Consider the installation of bicycle racks outside the parades of shops along with additional permitted short term parking bays.
9.8 Parish Council and MDC provide active support for the proposed Cycle Path from Southminster to Burnham.
9.9 Continue asking ECC to   consider the priority of a pedestrian walk way along Steeple Road and also to the Hillside Nursery and to Burnham
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	15/10/08

The group reviewed the website which is currently being developed. 

Initial difficulties were experienced in locating the website. A search initially went to Maldon District Council or to the website thelocalchannel.

 When finally identified it is clear that pleasing progress is being made in terms of content and this is still being added to.

 This includes Councillors details, clubs, activities and Council documentation

Issues; Accessibility Acronym RFO? Some minor typos

Need to include website details in Parish Council magazine

Suggestion that facility exists for information to be passed from One Place/Parish Rooms for adding information. Action JS/RB

TASK COMPLETED
WEBSITE OPERATIONAL
15/10/08
£900  been built into the budget for this provision
RB is leading on this issue. 

Need for prior development work prior to April 2009 in terms of options, appearance, format, location, planning issues and linkage with paper version of map. 

Suggestions that Committee members seek examples of good practice during their travels. 

No need to assume that funding need be completely from the Parish Council

JS to link with RB to ensure integrated approach between paper map and fixed map

February 2009

Grant application submitted to RCCE by SIFT for part funding -  Parish Council agreed 20% towards costs at meeting 09/02/09


September 2009
We have been refused funding from RCCE and The Big Lottery Fund.

Currently we have applied to CIF for funds. The results will be known in March 2010.

15/10/08
£500 grant specifically for project has been secured by SIFT. Residue of SIFT funds can also be made available for the project, as discussed with RCCE.  
Expectation that final detail of map will be signed off by SIFT monitoring group and Parish Council

JS to link with RB to ensure that there were linkages between fixed and paper maps 
Feb JS is to bring draft to Parish Council for discussion
September 09

Launched  to public at Flower Show July 2009  
TASK COMPLETED
15/10/08
Copies of plan sent to PCT with covering letter and copy also presented at PCT Consultation meeting on 24/7 services.

No specific response other than it has been confirmed that there will be a Dengie Health Review and that JS has been asked to contribute to this. No dates of meetings yet available.

Important that representation is seen to be comprehensive and appropriate.

Opportunity exists for raising issue at next Wednesday’s meeting of Local Strategic Partnership  “AGM” where a number of SIFT Members will be present

Feb09  Representation has occurred to Dengie Health Review through telephone interview and workshop at Dengie 100 Sports Centre on 17/02 (attended by Roger Sindon + Chairman PC + Vice Chairman PC)
Sept 09 Jackie Sindon met with Tina Vale (PCT) + LSP representative, at Knightswood.  

NB – Jackie Sindon has offered to attend Parish Council meeting to provide more updates
15/10/08
Copies of plan sent to PCT with covering letter and copy also presented at PCT Consultation meeting on 24/7 services. 

No specific response other than it has been confirmed that there will be a Dengie Health Review and that JS has been asked to contribute to this. No dates of meetings yet available.

Important that representation is seen to be comprehensive and appropriate.

Opportunity exists for raising issue at next Wednesday’s meeting of Local Strategic Partnership  “AGM” where a number of SIFT Members will be present

----------------------------------------------

Feb09  Representation has occurred to Dengie Health Review through telephone interview and workshop at Dengie 100 Sports Centre on 17/02 (attended by Roger Sindon + Chairman PC + Vice Chairman PC)
15/10/08  

Since the Summer DPT and Healthy Living Solutions are working more closely. Suggested that future events are publicised also at local surgery and Parish Rooms in future.

Need also to optimise use of Parish Magazine in this respect

Feb 09
Proposals being developed for the establishment of a Health and Wellbeing Centre at Knightswood, which will support a number of healthy living initiatives within the village as it is possible that the Healthy Living Centre at the Railway Station will be phased out.
September 2009

Fitness Trail due to be operational on KGVPF August 2009
Jan 2010
Fitness trail still waiting to be installed, due to be opened late February 2010
Nov 08

BB confirmed to SIFT that he has used his role at MDC to underline the importance of this, whilst recognising incremental in-fill development in the past has made this difficult.  A general discussion occurred  about options in the future for releasing land for future development to meet housing build  targets, i.e. Exception Sites
24/02/09 BB update – via MDC he has been seeking a re-imbursement of existing pilot scheme savings, to be distributed within the 2 districts involved in the pilot scheme.  It is hoped to have the results of these negotiations shortly. MDC have requested input to ECC meeting when final decision is to be made.
September 2009 Effectiveness of scheme still being investigated by ECC
Update Feb 2010
ECC has not taken note of any of the points raised with them.  In fact they are going to continue to roll out a program of Public Lighting Switch Off during early hours around the County.

Update Feb 09 Advert in the Parish Magazine and promotion by police.  Dianne DeFontaine is coordinator for Burnham and Southminster.

Promoted in the Community Tent at Southminster Flower Show 2008.

Update Feb 2010 The Community Police Officer via NAP to discuss further schemes, no new schemes suggested/requested at present.
Feb 09 – update  Southfield Way MDC have installed new children’s play area. MDC are reviewing the request for Rugby posts and a Youth Shelter – awaiting outcome.

KGV Awaiting confirmation of outcome of negotiations with Network Rail (meeting held 19/2/09), if use of land agreed, then a BMX track and Outdoor Gym can be located on the field. Braintree BMX Club has offered advice and support and members of the Youth Club wish to be involved in the development of the BMX track.  The Outdoor Gym will be supplied by MDC and the PCT.
September 09 KGVPF – Keep Fit Trail due to open 08/09  Mountain bike track - Lease agreed and signed with Railway Company – clearance work started.  Engagement with Braintree and local young people to take place to help with design.
Update Feb 2010
Southfield Way Youth Shelter may be possible, but not rugby posts.
KGV see earlier on Outdoor Gym. BMX track – still hope to engage with youth but Braintree have not been of assistance.
Feb 09 update

MDC are reviewing the request for a Youth Shelter on Southfield Way  – awaiting outcome.
Feb 09 update

Private concern has bought part of the old gravel pits and now offers day tickets as well as club membership

Feb 09 update

Will need to review the PC role as this is not an area where it will have any influence other than support MDC in the matter.
No success in getting MDC to reduce rates (Rate reduction only allowed if the premises is the sole supplier to the village)
Jan 2010
One Place had a meeting with local businesses, but this was felt to be more effective in Burnham.  One Place is looking to hold another meeting with Southminster Businesses to try and get them more involved
Feb 09 update

Options being explored, but caution as concern over potential harm to existing local shops

Update Feb 10
Once ownership of the Car Park is transferred to the PC this can be explored more fully. 
Feb 09 update

Facilities in short supply, One Place currently providing computer training 

There is also the potential development of a Vocational Training Centre for the district in Maldon.
Update Feb 2010
Update from Jackie Sindon that the Health and Well being centre could take this forward, if the Vocational Training Centre goes ahead. Still awaiting the availability of a substantial suitable building.
Feb 09 update

Query PC involvement as is for schools with ECC to consider and implement.

Feb 09 update

Done – 

September 09

New Play equipment operational
Feb 09 update

2009/10 PC budgeted for 4 extra dog waste bins (+ 1 already in hand) Locations to be determined.
September 2009

PC have budgeted for extra dog waste bins and potential sites are being considered – liaising with MDC on location of bins and collection of waste.

Jan 2010
Extra Dog waste bins and litter bins in place.  Any suggestions for other locations can be made to the Parish Council.
Feb 09 update

Cllr.Cousins  liaising with Jackie Sindon SIFT to try and set up voluntary help from the community.

Update Feb 2010
Cllr. Cousins has held initial talks with Vickie Massey (One Place) and will be meeting again once Brickhill footpath has been resurfaced to identify whether the area needs further litter clearance.  Community Service Workers could be utilized for some of the clearance projects.

Cllr. Cousins to provide posters for One Place to try and get volunteers for litter picking around the town.
Feb 09 update

BB reported in hand by MDC and they will review the existing contract with plastic recycling added for basis of new contract.
Feb 09 update

All in hand with ECC, Highways, which is conducting a county wide review of all parking restrictions.
Feb 09 update

All in hand with ECC, Highways, Althorne Parish Council support
Update Feb 2010
Sill in hand – part done
Feb 09 update

Grant approved Feb 09 – awaiting installation

Update Feb 2010
SID now installed, sites for future location of device identified
Feb 09 update
BB attends EETF, but this looks as if it might disband – lack of support from contractors, who have indicated that late services are not viable.

Update Feb 2010
EETF disbanded.  Public Transport Committee now the major forum to debate issues.  Monies received when EETF disbanded which is being used on local improvements.
Feb 09 update

See 9.1 report

Jan 2010
Members of the Parish Council met with a representative of NCP but was not met sympathetically with no positive outcomes.  The Public Transport Committee can take the issue up with NCP whose contract is due for renewal 2012
Feb 09

Query if this should be SIFT + Cycle Patch Group who should approach local shopkeepers, as the provision of racks is down to the land owners (ie shopkeepers) and not PC 

ECC have this in hand, finance is the problem
	Jan 09
No further monitoring required (Sept 09)
March 2010

No further monitoring required other than periodic revision of content (Sept 09)
No date set – dependent on timing of Dengie Health Review
Parish Council to invite Jackie Sindon ?
No further monitoring required (Feb 09)
No further monitoring required (Feb 09)
Note
The Healthy Living Centre was dissolved
No further monitoring required until the LDF Preferred Options is published  - (Sept 09)

No further monitoring required
No further monitoring required
No further monitoring required
No further monitoring required
No further monitoring required
Review effectiveness of bins by the end of 2010
Parish Council could approach PTC to ask for their input
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