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  Minutes 

the Southminster Parish Council Meeting 
held at the Parish Room, Queenborough Road, Southminster, CM0 7AB on the 
15th May 2017 at 19.30 hrs.

Cllr J Anderson gave congratulations to Cllr Ron Pratt on winning a seat at Essex County Council and also Dist Councillor A Fluker who has been appointed Deputy Council Leader at Maldon District Council.

17/001	Apologies for absence.
	Cllr T Cassels and Cllr Wyn-Davies.

17/002	Election of Chairman.
	Propose and Elect a Chairman for 2017/2018.
Cllr T Mcquillan proposed Cllr J Anderson, Seconded by Cllr G Harrod, 3 in favour, 1 abstain.

17/003	Elected Chairman to Sign Acceptance of Office.
	Acceptance of office completed by Cllr J Anderson.
	
17/004	Election of Vice Chairman.
	Propose and Elect a Vice Chairman for 2017/2018.
Cllr R Pratt proposed Cllr B Beale, Seconded by Cllr J Anderson, all in favour.

17/005	Members reminder to review their Register of Interests.
Noted.

17/006	Election of Parish Council Members to committees and organisations.
a. Allotment Committee.
b. Audit Committee.
c. Cheque Signatories.
d. D.H.G.P.C.
e. Emergency Committee.
f. Footpaths.
g. F.O.S.C.O.S.
h. Henry Gilder Drake Trust.
i. King George V Playing Field Committee/Strategic Development Committee – Cllr G Harrod commented that guidance is needed, a meeting is to be convened and the group are to report back to Southminster Parish Council.
j. Memorial Hall, Cllr T Mcquillan will continue until a replacement can be found.
k. Personnel Committee
1. appraising staff
2. grievance and discipline
l. Planning Committee
m. Public Health.
n. Public Transport
o. Southminster Volunteers.


17/007	To receive and approve Minutes of the last meeting – 24th April7.
Proposed by Cllr R Pratt, Seconded by Cllr B Beale, All in favour.

17/008	Matters arising from the Minutes of the last meeting not otherwise included as part of later agenda items:
17/227	Hand dryer installation at Halls 1 and 2 KGV, one quote is in hand, still awaiting two further quotes.
17/229 Southminster Community Award Cllr J Anderson proposed John Hickman, Seconded by Cllr B Beale, All in favour.
17/232 Cllr Harrod reported that the CCTV equipment currently being discussed for the King George V playing field is compliant with the police, SPC will obtain guidance from MDC. A short discussion took place regarding funding of the CCTV, Cllr T Mcquillan suggested using income from the shop unit at the Car Park, next agenda item. 

17/009	To receive and note any declarations of interest:
	None.

17/010	Public Representation – opportunity for members of public to speak:
A parishioner enquired as to who is responsible for updating Essex Info.net, it was commented that it is the parish clerk’s responsibility, but during the transition of employing a new parish clerk there may be some slight delay.
It was commented that the Community Protection Team seem to be doing the job of the police, why is so much expense being incurred? It was reported that the police are no longer responsible for parking infringements.  SPC paying the Community Protection Team for additional hours to cover dog fouling, anti-social behaviour and parking infringements.
There are currently car parking issues on Burnham Road, Station Road and North Street, there are no restrictions on any of these areas and commuters are causing parking problems.  Cllr R Pratt recommended that SPC contact the South Essex Parking Partnership at Essex County Council and ask them to review the situation.  

EX AGENDA
District Councillors report.
Dist Cllr Fluker informed that the General Election will be held on 8th June 2017 and the Gladman enquiry is scheduled for September 2017.
Dist Cllr Fluker congratulated Cllr J Anderson MDC Joint Standards Committee and Cllr Ron Pratt, Essex County Councillor.
Bradwell is currently 4/5 months ahead of schedule and there is currently increased movement between Asheldham and Burnham.
It was reported that crockery and fridges are accepted at Burnham Recycling Centre, but no vans.
Concerns were raised regarding commuters parking in Vicarage Court.
Police Commissioner Mr Hurst has accepted an invitation from Dist Cllr Fluker to attend a public meeting at SPC, this will be around harvest.
 
17/011	Planning Committee:
	To receive a report from the Chair of SPC Planning Committee.

17/012	Finance Matters:
a:	To receive and approve payment and receipts reports for April.
Proposed By Cllr B Beale, Seconded by Cllr J Anderson, All in favour.
b:	To approve payments and to sign cheques.
c:	To receive and approve the budget status for April.
d:	To receive and approve the Bank Reconciliation Statement for April.

17/013	Local Highways Panel Matters:
	To receive a report from Cllr Pratt, there has been no meeting since SPC last meeting, so nothing to report.
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17/014	Ayletts Trust:
Propose recipients of the Ayletts Trust Grant money. Then discuss and determine which organisation should be in receipt of the grant and how much of the £215 available should be donated.
Cllr B Beale proposed  50% to Southminster Memorial Luncheon Club and 50% to Women’s Institute Silver Sundays, Seconded by Cllr J Anderson, All in favour.

17/015	Henry Gilder Drake Trust:
	Receive the annual report from the Henry Gilder Drake Trust.
	It was reported that lots of work is to be done on Henry Gilder Drake properties externally.

17/016	 Essex Playing Fields Membership:
To agree entry for the best kept playing fields.
	Proposed By Cllr B Beale, Seconded by Cllr T McQuillan, all in favour.

17/017	Audit Committee Minutes:
To receive and approve the minutes of the committee.
Report accepted at last meeting.

17/018	Update on Parish Clerk Vacancy:
The adverts to fill the vacancy have had a lot of responses.  On 19th of May the council will start to respond to all applicants and hopefully be able to start interviews.  The council would like to thank the previous clerk, Paula Watt for all she did and for her assistance with the changeover.
	A letter will be sent giving Thanks to Paula.

17/019	Old Parish Room:
	To discuss the possible renting of the Old Parish Room
An enquiry has been made regarding renting of the room, rates for the building need to be obtained and discussions re hire charge before proceeding.  Any new tenants would be expected to bring up to current standards.

17/020	Public Representation – opportunity for members of public to speak:

17/021	Other Relevant Parish Matters:
To receive a report for Parish Council or Miscellaneous Relevant Matters. 
A letter was read out regarding concerns raised re parking on Hard Standing in front of the shops, concerns are to be reported to Highways.

17/021	Business to be included on a future agenda:
CCTV, Heaters – Parish Room, Rotary, increase in 20 MPH signs in middle of High Street.

17/022	Date of the next meeting:
	Annual Parish Assembly 30th May 2017	
	Parish meeting proposed to be on 19th June 2017

17/023	Close of business:
Meeting closed at 8.30pm
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