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Planning Application FUL/MAL/10/01070

Location of a Wind Farm on land at Turncole Farm

My members considered this planning application at the Parish Council Planning meeting held on the 5th August 2011 in the presence of many village residents and taking into account the Parish Council / village meeting held in February 2010 and have asked that I send the following response:

Members object to the planning application for the following reasons:

1:
The proposed development is not compatible with the surrounding area in particular due to the scale/bulk/height of the turbines (including the full extent to the tips of the blades). Landscape and seascape panoramic views would be detrimentally affected.

2:
The proposed development is not compatible with the surroundings in particular due to the visual impact on the surrounding countryside and specifically to the important landscape features of the Marshes, which is designated as a “Special Landscape Area” as defined in the Maldon District adopted Local Plan (November 2005), and a Ramsar site.

3:
The proposed development will be detrimental to the natural beauty and tranquillity of the Marshes and as such will not protect, conserve or enhance the area.

4:
The Dengie peninsular is an important area for birds and is an important migration route, especially Brent Geese, and the proposed development would lead to a loss of habitat for many of the wild life species.

5:
The proposed development is likely to result in high noise disturbance, as the turbines are located close to the village.  There is also likely to be interference with TV reception, and the potential for shadow flicker. There is also a cumulative detrimental effect in the Dengie area of these extra turbines over and above the already approved wind farm at Middlewick.

6:
The application states that the abnormal load traffic would be using Old Heath Road, Southminster and the standard construction traffic would be transported using the local road infrastructure via Burnham on Crouch. The current highways structure is totally inadequate to cope with the increased traffic and it’s size, particularly during the construction phase. These proposals use major routes into and out of Burnham on Crouch used by busses, school children, and cyclists. It is particularly hazardous in Burnham Road as there is no recognised footpath from the Burnham Road / Old Heath Road junction to Burnham on Crouch. Traffic flow management and parking restrictions would need to be considered. Residents on the route would be subjected to continuous heavy lorry movements during the construction period with the associated inconvenience, noise, vibration and pollution.

7:
If this application is approved Southminster Parish Council requests that there are conditions imposed that ensure that no construction traffic passes through Southminster

8:
The forced change to the Burnham Road / Old Heath Road junction should be overseen by ECC Highways and they should ensure that the junction is returned to it’s original layout or improved and that the established flora and fauna are not disturbed.

9:
During the construction phase major safety issues would be created with the continuous flow of heavy lorries. The route through Burnham on Crouch passes two schools with crossing points causing safety issues especially for children. Safety measures would be needed to mitigate this threat.

10:
Renewed investigations are needed with Southend Airport in light of the recent major increase in air traffic with the runway directly in line with the proposed turbines.

11:
This application if agreed will add to an already unwelcome development allowed on appeal of another wind farm project and accumulatively will destroy the Dengie Hundred

The following Planning Policies as adopted by Maldon District Council apply:

PU6
The development WOULD have a significant impact on the appearance of the surrounding area, generating unacceptable noise and traffic and have an adverse impact on areas of ecological, landscape and conservation importance and have a detrimental effect on adjoining properties.

BE1:
The proposed development is of a size and scale that is NOT compatible with the surrounding area. The visual effect WILL be detrimental to the surrounding area and therefore should not be allowed.

CC6:
The natural beauty tranquillity amenity and traditional quality of the District’s landscape will NOT be protected, conserved or enhanced and that harm WILL be caused to the landscape character, therefore the application should not proceed.

CC7:
That the proposed development is within/adjacent to a special landscape area (Dengie Marshes) and therefore should not be allowed.

Yours sincerely


R Burnham

Clerk to Southminster Parish Council
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