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2010-2011 Annual Parish Report

Southminster Parish Council is a council that has 9 members serving the community in Southminster Village and the surrounding area in rural South East Essex.

Who’s Who and What They Do:

Brian Beale: 





Ken Dunstan:

Parish Council Chairman




Parish Council Vice-Chairman
Allotment Committee Chairman



Audit Committee
KGVMF Committee Chairman



Planning Committee
Emergency Committee




Dengie Hundred Group of Parish Councils Rep

Dengie Hundred Group of Parish Councils Rep

FOSCOS Representative
Passenger Transport Representative



PCT Health Representative

S.I.F.T Representative

John Anderson:





Jacqui Cousins:

Co-opted Parish Councillor



Parish Councillor

Planning Committee




Planning Committee







Collating personal histories of Southminster

Kay Maudesley:





Tom McQuillan:


Parish Councillor





Parish Councillor

Planning Committee




Audit Committee Chairman

KGVMF Committee




KGVMF Committee

Dengie Hundred Group of Parish Councils Rep

PCT Health Representative

Memorial Hall Representative



S.I.F.T Representative

S.I.F.T Representative

Collating personal histories of Southminster

David Peabody:





Ron Pratt:
Co-opted Parish Councillor



Co-opted Parish Councillor

Audit Committee





Audit Committee








Planning Committee

Jim Raymen:
Co-opted Parish Councillor

Planning Committee

Bob Burnham:



Parish Clerk

Responsible Financial Officer

Emergency Committee


Greg Gladden & Adrian Litscher: Tendered their resignation during the year


Brian Beale: 
District Councillor

Bob Boyce:

County Councillor


Helen Elliott:
District Councillor

John Whittingdale: 
Member of Parliament

Well, here we are at the end of another year and as in so many walks of life nowadays, to the Parish Council it means even more paper work, reports and questionnaires etc. to file through but apart from this it has been a very busy and fruitful year. The next few paragraphs outline the work that the Parish Council has undertaken throughout the year over and above the general day to day running of the village.

Parish Council Business:

At the Annual Parish Council Meeting on the 10th May 2010, Cllr Beale was nominated and elected as Chairman of the Council for the forthcoming year.  At the same meeting Cllr Dunstan was nominated and elected as Vice Chairman of the Council. The remaining members of the Council were elected to represent the Council on various committees and organisations. A list of representatives are shown on page one of this report or can be viewed either at the Council Offices or on our website. 

At the Parish Council Meeting in June the Council discussed and approved the Annual Accounts, the internal Auditors Report and the submission to the External Auditor. If you wish to see the Accounts or the current Budget status then go to our website at the link below or call into the office.

 http://www.essexinfo.net/southminster-parish-council/files/index?folder_id=3790536
Following some discussion at Council it agreed that Southminster Parish Council should assume responsibility for the redundant building (Formally the disabled public convenience) in the High Street car park as well as the car park itself. Negotiations with Maldon District Council are progressing well; hopefully the building and the associated car park will be transferred to the Parish Council in April 2011. This action was taken by the Parish Council to safeguard the ‘free’ status of the car park.

At the Parish Council Meeting in December 2010 the Members accepted with regret the resignation of Cllrs Gladden and Litscher and thanked them for their time and effort serving the community whilst members of the Parish Council. The Members then agreed to the co-option of Cllr Ron Pratt and Cllr John Anderson and welcomed them to the Parish Council. Also in December we heard that Enid Turpin, a former councillor had passed away. Her funeral was held on Thursday 23rd December at St Leonards Church. The Parish Council Meeting held a minute’s silence in tribute.

At the January Parish Council 2011meeting the basic budget for 2011/2012 as presented by the Clerk was accepted The precept was then set at £54300, which is a £100 decrease on last years request with a 0% increase in the Tax Base Figure for Band D properties.

At a meeting between the youth of Southminster and the Parish Council the youth at the meeting made representations to improve our youth club building in Southminster. They were telling us that they felt that the current building is too small and impractical and is a barrier to the expansion of the club membership and to their enjoyment. At the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 8th February and following an indepth investigation, the council members agreed to the purchase of a larger modular building that can be used for not only the youth club, but being a larger and more practical building could be used by other organisations within the area. Southminster has an acute shortage of reasonably sized venues and halls and as such is limited as to the numbers of clubs and public functions that can be accommodated. This project would certainly help in this respect and improve the facilities in the area. The Council have secured £26,000 in grants to help with the cost. The building is due to open its doors in June 2011.

Following the closure of the Post Office in North Street the Parish Council were hopeful that all their hard work in searching for a business would pay off and that a ‘Post Office Local’ would be opening in the near future. Unfortunately the Council have not been able to find a suitable business. However the Council are not giving up and are pursuing other avenues and still hope that a post office will again be open for business in the village.

Unfortunately the efforts of the Council and the general public failed to change Barclays PLC mind and the bank closed on 25th March 2011. The meeting held at the Bank with Barclays went well with our MP, the County Councillor, The Leader of MDC, The Parish Council, The National and Local Press, Anglia Television, the Parish Council and many of the public present. They all witnessed the Chairman of the Parish Council hand the village petition to the Public Relations Manager of Barclays Bank outside the bank prior to the meeting that was held in the Bank. The meeting raised many flawed arguments from Barclays and reinforced the village petition by indicating the hardships that will be experienced by the local community. The final outcome showed that it was a corporate decision with little or no consideration for the human element with customer care well and truly on the back burner.

The Council would like to express there thanks to the general public for supporting the Council campaign to prevent closure. Thanks also go to the Parish Councillors for all their efforts in this campaign.

The ATM relocation efforts are still ongoing. It is hoped that an ATM will be located in the village, with the Old Toilet Block in the High Street car park being the favourite location. Barclays Bank intends to leave the ATM in its existing position in Station Road until the new location is finalised.

As always the Community Service Workers have been very active this year around the village to help keep the village tidy with the allotments, playing field, playing field roadway and buildings in good order. Thanks were expressed by the council on your behalf for all the good work they have done throughout the year. These workers not only keep our village in good order but also save the Parish Council a great deal of money through free labour which in the end helps reduce the parish rates.

Memory Lane:

At the beginning of the year the Parish Council agreed that some councillors would contact our older residents and ask them if they would be willing to have their memories of Southminster recorded.  People who had lived in Southminster for most, if not all of their lives, and are in their 80s and 90s were identified and personal letters were delivered by hand asking these people if they would like to take part.  It is the intention to record a social history of Southminster through personal memories.

 

Most of those contacted have responded positively and in most cased enthusiastically.  As a result these residents are being seen on a one to one basis either in their homes, at Knightswood or the Southminster Nursing Home.  It is also intended to hold a get together in early May, where any of these residents who are willing and able can come to the Parish Room and chat with each other over tea and cakes.

 

It is becoming clear that this will be a project that will run for some considerable time.  It is the intention to have an exhibition to display these reminiscences and produce some sort of a publication in the future.

Audit Committee:
The Committee advises the Council on matters relating to:

· The strategic and operational processes for risk assessment and management;

· The assurances required to demonstrate effective corporate governance across all activities of the Council;

· The accounting policies, practices and reporting systems of the Council, including the process of review prior to submission for audit;

· The planned activity of any internal or external audit;

· The adequacy of Council response to any issues identified through audit activity;

· Any other relevant matters as required by the Council or internal or external audit reports.

This year the Audit Committee advised the Council on the Annual Audit Report, the Annual Accounts, KGVMF Rental Agreements, Council Project Process, simplified Allotment Rules, Terms and Conditions for the use of Football Pitches on the KGVMF and a Risk Assessment process. The committee also reviewed the Council Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Freedom of Information Publication Scheme and the Risk Register.

Planning:

The Parish Council are consultees in the process of approving or dismissing applications and hope to give a local voice to Maldon District Council who have the ultimate decision on ant planning proposals.

The Planning committee considered forty-nine planning applications during the year ranging from small applications to the more complicated conversions and builds. Of the forty-nine applications received the committee objected to two, had no objections (with comments) with eight, the rest of the applications were supported. Maldon District Council have agreed with all the major decisions reached at the Planning Committee, however, in a few cases Maldon District Council have added differing conditions to approvals.

King George V Memorial Playing Field:

Park modifications, including reducing the hump across the field and general levelling, have been completed along with the work to get the BMX track up and running. Once the weather improves the land will be rotavated prior to seeding of the grassy areas and the final laying of the BMX track circuit.

There was a  ’free’ come and try gym session in June organised by Maldon District Council at the Southminster Outside Gym on the King George V Playing Field in Station Road. A qualified instructor led the session; hopefully all those who attended had a good time. This gym appears to be well used by you the general public.
The Suppliers of the Outside Gym visited the site on the King George V Memorial Field on a few occasions since its completion to inspect, identify faults and recommend actions to rectify them. Faults that were found were accepted and the supplier agreed that the repairs were necessary and agreed to do the work. The supplier have assured the Council that they will be taking responsibility for, and guaranteed the outside gym for five years (excluding vandalism).

Events:

All of the spaces in the Council Community Tent at the Southminster Show that was held on the 17th July were filled. Pitches were taken by the PCT, Dengie Project Trust/OnePlace/Knightswood, Over 50s Forum, Community Railway, Neighbourhood Watch, Outside Gym/Fitsteps, Parish Council, Keep Southminster Tidy, St Leonards Church, F.O.C.O.S and Maldon District Council. The Council would like to thank them for their support and hope you all enjoyed the day. The pitches in tent were well supported, with many visitors, although not as many as the previous year which was probably due to its less suitable location at the far south of the field. The Parish Council will try to ensure it gets a better pitch this year.

The Halloween Event was in serious jeopardy this year due to the main sponsors of the evening event pulling out. However, through some hard work in renegotiating entertainer fees and finding some extra finance to fill the gap the event went ahead as planned. The Halloween event was very successful everyone seemed to have a good time. The attendance was comparable with last year with the event costs again covered and within the assigned budget. The afternoon Voluntary Donation Bucket was a huge success and raised nearly £400 on the day; this was significant as it prevented the event making a loss. The Council recognise the big part sponsors have in helping to put on such an event. Without their financial backing this event would not go ahead or be as successful. Thanks go to The Parish and Town Councils of the Dengie, Burnham Carnival Committee, Maldon District Council, Essex Police, Essex County Council, Dengie Hundred Round Table, Rotary Club, Burnham & Dengie Review, Dairy Cabin, EnergySolutions and a Southminster Resident (who wishes to remain anonymous).

The Essex Police have confirmed that 4 incidents were recorded for the Dengie area on the night of the 31st October. This was less than last year and they indicated that this was a very good result indeed.

Allotments:

Extensive work has been undertaken on the allotments this year to maintain them up to a high standard with the large plots split up to make them more manageable and increase the number of plots available. All the available allotments are currently taken with a current waiting list of ten residents. The Council would like to thank all the Allotment Holders for taking the time to keep both sites tidy and in order.

Village Development:

The litter picking team is up and running with most of the areas of the village covered. However there is a need to get representatives for the west of the village. Litter pickers and Hi-Vis jackets have been requested by the volunteers and agreed to by the Council. The team will go under the banner 'Community Volunteer Force' assuming there are no objections. If you wish to be involved with enhancing the appearance of our village by keeping it clear of litter or wish to help in any other way do not hesitate to contact the. The Council extends there thanks to the volunteers for all their efforts in keeping Southminster tidy and hopefully free from litter. 

The Heritage Economic Regeneration Scheme to improve the areas outside the Memorial Hall and One Place in the High Street will soon be started. The plans are to introduce some features and planting to enhance the appearance of the area around the High Street/Burnham Road junction as well as a new Notice Board. This will allow the council to display more public notices. It is also hoped to display a map of the village to help visitors find their way round.

The Parish Council Hall in Queenborough Road is currently being under utilised at the moment. If you wish to hold an event, be it a special event, children’s party or meeting or a club or association looking for a regular venue then the Parish Hall is at your disposal. Call the Council office to book.

Highways:

The pathway from the Rose Inn to Ratsborough Chase on the northern side of Burnham Road has now been rebuilt and resurfaced. This sees the completion of the pathway from the Village to the Bus Stop at Bullfinch corner.

Essex County Council Highways have installed bus shelters at Bullfinch corner on the way to Burnham and in North End inbound to Southminster.

Data from our Speed Indicator Device shows that around 35% of drivers are exceeding the speed limit coming into the village via Queens Street and a big 54% exceeding the speed limit going out of the village via Queens Street. One irresponsible person was clocked at doing over 90MPH on the morning of the 19th March 2011. The 30mph limit is in force for safety reasons so for the sake of the all residents of Southminster please ensure that you, the driver, keep to the speed limit. 

The project to move the west bound Bus Stop in the High Street eastwards beyond the Old Rose and Crown to enable a Shelter to be erected has fallen foul of the budget cut backs at Essex County Council. The project is still on the list, so if funding does become available this project could be revived.

General:

If you have any issues at all you can always contact the Parish Council Offices on 01621 773868, leave a message on the answer machine if there is no reply, call into the office between 9am and Noon each weekday or email southminsterpc@yahoo.co.uk. 

There is also lots of information on our website: www.essexinfo.net/southminster-parish-council
If you are organising a local event, please let the Council Clerk know and he will add it to the ‘What’s on’ or ‘Notice Board’ area of the Parish Council web site. (www.essexinfo.net/southminster-parish-council).

Plagued by dog fouling: Call Maldon District Council, 01621 854477 or log on to their website at

(www.maldon.gov.uk/LivingHere/EnvironmentalHealth/Animals/Animal+Welfare.htm).

If you wish to start up a Neighbourhood watch scheme please contact the Police, the Parish Council or Dianne Fontaine on 01621 784962.

Southminster Parish Council meets at 7 30pm on the second Monday of the Month (with the exception of August which is optional), usually at the Parish Room, Queenborough Road. Members of the public are very welcome to attend and can address the council on agenda items or any issues relevant to Southminster. Agendas for the meeting are displayed on the notice boards at the Parish Room and in the High Street as well as on our website during the week preceding the meeting.

Finally I would like to thank all the Councillors for their continued support throughout the year, without their dedication the council would not function. Last but by no means least I would like to add my personal thanks to Bob Burnham, our Clerk and RFO, for the efficient way he keeps the Parish Council business on track.

Best wishes,

Cllr Brian Beale.





Chairman, Southminster Parish Council
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