Rum Community Association

8th January 2015
Minutes

Present: Lesley Watt, Vikki Trelfer, Mike Ingram, Debs Ingram, Neil Boyd, Ali Morris, Trudi Clarke, Nic Goddard, Ady Goddard, Jed Cossar, Mel Worman, Mike Omasta (arrived at end of meeting)
Apologies: Sean C
1. May Anniversary Ceilidh

The celebration ceilidh to mark the handover of assets from SNH to the community will be held on Friday 15th May this year and a band has been booked by Fliss.  Price to be confirmed by next meeting (last year was £7).

2. Easter Ceilidh

Easter weekend is busy at the bunkhouse and is also Sorcha’s 18th birthday so Fliss is proposing to organise a ceilidh for Good Friday – 3rd April, and has a band lined up who are keen to play for us.

3. Volunteers

Sorcha & Nell are keen to do some volunteering for their CVs and would like to clean & varnish the hall decking and sand & varnish the kitchen windows.  Fliss also has a piece of edging strip to fix the rat hole by the kitchen door.  These proposals were welcomed.

4. Burns Night

A communal meal was proposed for Burns Night on Sunday 25th January.  Lesley to put up a sheet at the shop for people to volunteer for food contributions, to read a poem, or to play music.  Ali volunteered to make the mashed potato; Mel volunteered Emily to make cranachan (if she’s back by then); Eve will read a poem; Mike & Debs will contribute a bottle of whisky; the Rum band will play some tunes.  Price will be around £9 per head to cover costs.
5. British Heart Foundation Fundraiser

 Ali & Sean are organising a fundraiser for the British Heart Foundation on Friday 5th February – wear something red!  Details to follow.

6. Scotland’s Year of Food & Drink

Trudi drew attention to Visit Scotland’s campaign to make 2015 Scotland’s year of food & drink – there is funding available for marketing activity which could be useful for promotion of Rum Venison & local producers.

7. Local Plan

Lesley reported that there has been a generally positive response to the draft plan (copies are in the hall) and reminded everyone to email Steve R with any comments.

8. Rum Primary School Update

Debs provided an update from the school.  Stuart is signed off until 15th Feb and Debs is acting head teacher for Rum & Canna until then, when Highland Council will make a decision about what happens next.  An ad for clerical assistant & nursery assistant at Rum Primary will be out imminently & Deb will email it round.  Both jobs can be done by one person, or they may go to two people.  The school’s theme for this term is Winter.

9. SNH Update

Mike I provided an update from the SNH team; the Kilmory track work is going to plan and due to finish Feb/March.  Wildlife ops will be here again at the end of January to complete the hind cull.

10. Rum Bunkhouse

Mike O suggested putting up a shower/toilet block near the bunkhouse to utilise the large septic tank; Lesley suggested including this as a comment in the Local Plan.  Jed spoke briefly about an idea to put in self-contained cabins in the campsite / bunkhouse area to provide additional accommodation in peak periods – general agreement that this should also be included in the Local Plan.

11.  Hall Loos

Mike O suggested putting loo roll dispensers like those in the public toilets into the village hall, as they are tidier and result in less wastage; there were no objections to this.
12.  Waste Management / Greening Officer

Mike O volunteered to take the lead in Rum’s waste management / greening activity, and also volunteered to become a representative for Rum on the Small Isles Community Council, to take this forward.  He will replace Nic who wishes to stand down.  Agreement to give Mike the title “Greening Officer”.

Action Points

· Lesley to put up a sheet for Burns Night volunteers

· Mike O to email comments re: toilet/shower block to Steve R for Local Plan

· Nic to pass on any relevant information about SICC to Mike O

Next Meeting: Thursday 5th February 2015
