
Highland Council to Northern Light, RCA and IRCT 10AUG2026 

 

Thank you for submitting the draft Isle of Rum Local Place Plan (LPP) on 03 November 
2025 for review. Apologies for the delay in our Team providing feedback. Following 
enquiries from Jennifer Thompson (Isle of Rum Community Association) this summer as 
to progress, I was tasked with reviewing your draft and providing feedback. 

Having assessed the draft against the statutory requirements of the Town and Country 
Planning (Local Place Plans) (Scotland) Regulations 2021 and the Highland Council 
validation requirements, I am satisfied that the document demonstrates a strong 
understanding of the island's priorities, challenges and long-term aspirations. The Plan 
contains a range of community-led proposals relating to housing, infrastructure, 
economic development, tourism, community facilities and environmental stewardship, 
supported by a programme of local engagement.  

However, before the Local Place Plan can be formally submitted and validated, a 
number of statutory matters require clarification or additional information. 

Statutory Matters Requiring Attention; 

1. Identification of the Community Body 

The Final version of Local Place Plan (LPP) should clearly identify the Community Body 
responsible for preparing and submitting the Plan. While the document states that 
Northern Light Consulting worked in partnership with the Isle of Rum Community Trust 
and NatureScot, it does not explicitly state which organisation is the formal Community 
Body under the legislation. A clear statement should be included within the document, 
preferably within the Foreword or Introduction.  

2. Qualification as a community-controlled body (as defined in section 19 of 
the Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015) 

My colleagues had correspondence with Fliss Fraser (Isle of Rum Community Trust) in 
2025 regarding the Trust’s constitution and concerns on the part of The Highland 
Council that the Trust may not qualify as a community-controlled body legally able to 
prepare a Local Place Plan. Those concerns do remain and, if not addressed by the 
Trust, may mean that the LPP if formally submitted to the Council may not be able to be 
registered. My colleague David Cowie is emailing Fliss to pick up the conversation on 
that matter and will include irctboard@gmail.com in his email. 

3. Community Body Contact Details 

The final submission should include the contact details to which correspondence 
regarding the Local Place Plan should be sent, including an appropriate postal address 
and/or email address. We note that two email addresses have previously been provided 



to us: irctboard@gmail.com or rumcommunityassociation@gmail.com. As only one 
email address can be published on our website, please confirm which address you 
would prefer us to use. 

3. Local Place Plan Boundary Map 

Please provide a map clearly defining the Local Place Plan area boundary. The final 
Local Place Plan must contain a map (preferably an Ordnance survey Map) that enables 
the extent of the area covered by the Plan to be clearly identified. Giving a bit of context 
what the island comprises.  

4. Mapping of proposed development areas 

Where future development opportunities are identified, consider providing clearer 
and larger-scale maps that show the proposed locations and extent of these areas. 
Supporting text should also be included to explain the type of development envisaged, 
particularly in Sections 1 and 2, where the nature of the proposed future developments 
is currently unclear.  

Locally significant - It is currently unclear which of the features identified within Maps 
1 and 2 are considered to be of particular significance locally. The assessment should 
clearly distinguish these features and include a brief supporting statement explaining 
their importance to the community. 

Land use - It would be helpful for the plan to clearly identify which of the proposals set 
out on pages 18 to 35 constitute the community body's proposals for the development 
or use of land within the Local Place Plan area. This could be achieved through the use 
of a distinct category, symbol, or dedicated schedule to clearly diƯerentiate these 
proposals from the wider aspirations, projects, and actions identified in the plan. Such 
an approach would improve clarity and assist stakeholders in understanding which 
proposals are intended to inform future planning and development decisions. 

5. Map presentation and readability 

Consider improving the accessibility and understanding of the map keys and these 
should be reviewed to ensure they are legible and easy to interpret. For example, the 
legend in Map 2 is currently diƯicult to read due to its size. The meaning of annotations, 
symbols, and colour coding should also be clearly explained to help readers 
understand the proposals and the community's aspirations. 

6. Development Plan References 

The Plan currently refers to the " West Lochaber and Islands Local Development Plan", 
which is incorrect. The correct title is the West Highland and Islands Local Development 
Plan. You also need to have regard to the Highland-wide Local Development Plan in the 
preparation of the Local Place Plan and it needs to be clear that you have done so within 



your formal submission. Appropriate references should be amended and added 
accordingly to meet the requirements and to ensure accuracy and consistency. 

The Local Place Plan submission should also clearly explain how regard has been given 
to these Local Development Plans. This should include explicit references to the 
relevant policies, proposals, site allocations, or sections of the development plans that 
have informed the Local Place Plan, together with a brief explanation of how they have 
influenced the plan's content and proposals. A supporting statement demonstrating 
how regard has been given to the relevant Local Development Plans should accompany 
the Local Place Plan submission. 

7. National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) 

·         It is required to have regard to National Planning Framework 4 when preparing a 
LPP. 

·         While many of the proposals are generally aligned with NPF4 outcomes, the 
submission does not contain a clear statement explaining how regard has been given to 
NPF4. A short section identifying the relevant NPF4 policies and explaining how they 
have informed the Plan should be added. 

8. Locality Plan - If a relevant Locality Plan exists and has informed, or is intended 
to inform, the preparation of the Local Place Plan, this should be clearly 
referenced within the document. Appropriate cross-referencing would help 
demonstrate how the Local Place Plan aligns with existing local priorities and 
aspirations. 

9. Reasons for Amending the Development Plan 

The Local Place Plan should include a dedicated section clearly identifying any changes 
sought to the Local Development Plan, including the specific policies, proposals, or 
locations to which the amendments relate. The reasons for each proposed amendment 
should also be clearly explained. To improve clarity and ease of reference, this 
information could be incorporated into the existing proposals table, with an additional 
column setting out whether a proposal requires amendment to the Local Development 
Plan and the justification for doing so. 

10. Statement of Community Support 

The Plan contains useful information regarding consultation and engagement activities. 
However, the Regulations also require a statement setting out the Community Body's 
view of the level and nature of support for the LPP, together with the basis on which that 
view has been reached. A summary of support received, key themes emerging from 
consultation and any diƯering views should therefore be included. It would also be 
helpful to explain how diƯering views were considered and addressed, and whether any 



amendments were made to the Plan as a result. This would provide a clearer evidence 
base and demonstrate how community feedback has informed the final proposals. 

11. Other statutory requirements 

 Any document that you have referred to within the Local Place Plan is publically 
available online and is free of charge, then you need to provide a copy of it by 
providing a hyperlink to it (other than a document which is prepared or published 
by The Highland Council).  

 Before submitting the Local Place Plan, the community body must send a copy 
of the proposed plan and an information notice to all relevant ward councillors 
and any community councils whose area falls within or adjoins the Local Place 
Plan area. The notice must briefly describe the plan and its purpose, explain how 
and to whom representations can be made, and provide a deadline for 
responses of at least 28 days from the date the notice is issued. Evidence of 
compliance should include copies of the proposed plan and notice, together 
with lists of the councillors and community councils contacted. 

 For ease of reference Isle of Rum is within Ward 11 - Caol and Mallaig and the 
Councillors for this ward can be found here - Councillors, 

(Sammy Cameron - sammy.cameron.cllr@highland.gov.uk; John Grafton 
- john.grafton.cllr@highland.gov.uk; Liz Saggers - liz.saggers.cllr@highland.gov.uk). 

 You will need to consult with the Small Isles Community Council, (only if it is 
formed) the email address for them is smallislescc@gmail.com.  

 Other neighbouring Community Councils which are beyond the sea hence there 
is not a compulsory requirement to consult them on the LPP though you may 
wish to do so.  

 Supporting Statement - A Supporting Statement must accompany the Local 
Place Plan submission and provide information on how regard has been given to 
the Local Development Plan, National Planning Framework 4 and any relevant 
Locality Plan, together with details of community support and evidence of 
compliance with the statutory consultation requirements under Regulation 4. 
Link to Supporting Statement Template 
- https://www.highland.gov.uk/downloads/file/2458/local-place-plan-
supporting-statement-template. 

 Information Notice - The submission should include a copy of the information 
notice issued as part of the Regulation 4 consultation. The notice should clearly 
set out the purpose and content of the proposed Local Place Plan, explain how 
representations may be made and to whom they should be sent, and provide a 
consultation period of at least 28 days from the date of issue. Link to Information 



Notice Template - https://www.highland.gov.uk/downloads/file/2459/local-
place-plan-information-notice-template. 

 Other guidance documents or templates can be accessed from this link - Local 
Place Plans.  

Non-Statutory Recommendations 

To strengthen the Local Place Plan and assist future consideration within the Local 
Development Plan process, the following improvements are recommended: 

 Complete the Foreword with a statement from the Community Body setting out 
ownership of the Plan and its vision for the island.  

 Include a concise summary of the key planning outcomes and development plan 
changes sought by the community to help readers quickly understand the Plan's 
principal objectives.  

 Consider separating land-use and development proposals from wider 
community aspirations, operational matters and stakeholder actions. This would 
improve clarity regarding which proposals are relevant to planning and future 
development plan preparation. 

 Clarify that indicative development areas and infrastructure opportunities shown 
on the maps are conceptual in nature and do not represent site allocations or 
imply planning authority support for future development. 

Overall, the draft Local Place Plan provides a valuable expression of the Isle of Rum 
community's aspirations and identifies many important issues aƯecting the long-term 
sustainability of the island. Subject to the statutory matters outlined above being 
addressed, the document would be significantly strengthened for validation and 
subsequent consideration within future Development Plan processes.  

If you have any questions please feel free to get in touch.  

 

RCA to Northern Light 24AUG2026 

 

My specific questions about HC requests are below but it would be great to talk about 
the the transition between draft 1 and draft 2 for Northern Light. 

  

Please see each NLC responsibility discussed below: 

  



3.      Local Place Plan Boundary Map NLC will complete 

Thank you for providing this.  I believe the maps originally included were from land 
registry?  We'd appreciate your suggestions on a better way to present this. 

4.      Mapping of proposed development areas NLC will complete 

  

- Future development opportunities identified 

- Locally significant features identified   

- Land use  identified (community body proposals for development or use)  

5.      Map presentation and readability NLC will complete 

Thank you for providing this.  I believe the maps originally included were from land 
registry?  If you are able to edit these maps to be more readable it would be most 
appreciated.  If you chose to include maps from another source or create/edit any other 
maps would you please check in with RCA/IRCT first please?    

  

6. Development Plan References NLC will complete 

“Local Place Plan submission should also clearly explain how regard has been given 
to West Highland and Islands Local Development Plan and to the Highland-wide Local 
Development Plan ”. 

Thank you for the section in the amended draft on ‘Alignment with Existing Plans, 
Policies and Strategies’ to address both the above.  

  

7. National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) NLC will complete 

Thank you for the section within Alignment with Existing Plans, Policies and Strategies’ to 
address this. 

8.      Locality Plan 

Can Northern Light explain a Locality Plan and if one exists for Rum please? 

  

9. Reasons for Amending the Development Plan NLC will complete 

I’m unsure if the Rum Place Plan has any impact on the HLDP, can Northern Light 
confirm please? 

 



Northern Light to RCA 25AUG2026 

 

Few points below in response to your comments. 

 Word count, number of pages and page numbers have changed slightly to reflect 
the additional information provided. Majority in relation to the policy info 
requested (P4-6). 

 Format is unchanged when viewed in Word on a desktop PC with the correct 
fonts and styles installed and applied.  Once the community body has 
completed their input we can insert it into the document with the correct 
formatting. If shown in a PDF it would be exact same formatting as the last draft. 

 We have updated the various maps as requested (in particular on pages 17-20) 
to improve readability and believe that they are now of a suƯicient standard. 

 A locality plan is a targeted strategy document that outlines how local public 
services and communities will work together to improve wellbeing and reduce 
inequalities in a specific neighbourhood or area. These plans are typically 
created by Community Planning Partnerships (CPPs)—which bring together local 
councils, health boards, police, and community groups. We understand there is 
no locality plan for Rum. 

 We don’t believe that Rum Local Place Plan has any impact on the HLDP.  The 
upcoming HLDP will include dark skies planning guidance which aligns with 
Theme 3 promotion of dark sky sanctuary status, but the guidance is not location 
specific. 

 

  

 


