Report
Sonters Down Working Group
Members
Clr David Phillips
Clr James Knight
Clr Sandie Cottee
David Upton.
Date 24/06/19
Activities undertaken since Parish Council Meeting on 14th May 2019
1 Members met at Sonters Down on 25th May 2019 to review the area and have a general discussion around the state of the playground and surrounding area, and the following points were noted:
a) The state of the area was not considered acceptable as the grass had been cut, but the cuttings had not been collected.
b) The area in front of the goal was very uneven and could be risk of injury if in use for play.
c) There is only one goal and as such playing a game of football would not be possible.
d) The fence to the rear of the area is in need of repair.
e) The equipment in the play area appeared to be in reasonable condition, however the swings appeared to be rusty, and the “roundabout” is at an odd angle rather than upright.  Consider if the roundabout is safe equipment. 
f) The area around and under the play equipment needed weeding and treating.
g) The covered area has been badly scratched and is in need of cosmetic repair and the inside area weeded and treated.
h) One of the gates to the play area did not close properly, possibly due to lack of maintenance.
i) There was one area of the grass that had not been cut, but there was no obvious reason apparent for this.
j) The other grass areas outside the boundaries of Sonters Down had been cut but again the cuttings had not been removed.
k) A copy of the specification for the care and maintenance contract was to be obtained from the Clerk
l) Details of the Contractor and contact information for same was to be obtained from the Clerk.
m) Details or documents concerning the agreement between the PC and Chelmsford were to be obtained from the Clerk.
n) A meeting was to be arranged with the Contractor to discuss the work undertaken and the quality of workmanship.
2 Requesting the information required for points k, l, m and n above was to be undertaken by Clr Phillips
3 Meeting arranged for 18.30 on 21/06/2019 for all members to meet with the specified contact of the Contractor – Skippers – unfortunately the contractor did not appear for the meeting.
4 At the meeting, the members agreed that Clr Phillips would be Chairman for the 1st year and then either Clr Cottee or David Upton would take over in year 2.
5 Clr Knight advised that he did not wish to be Chairman for the group.
6 The following actions were agreed necessary for the group to make progress in their deliberation as to the best course of action:
a    Copies of any documented agreement between Chelmsford City Council and the PC regarding taking over    the care and maintenance of Sonters Down by the PC.
b    Copy of the contract or purchase order issued to Skippers for the care and maintenance of Sonters Down and details of any period of notice required by the contractor.
c    Copies or details of the insurances held by the PC and Skippers with regard to Sonters Down.
d    Details of the payments made and/or due to Skippers for Sonters Down works.
e    Confirmation of what actions would be required should the working group decide to hand the care and maintenance of Sonters Down back to Chelmsford.
f    Details of what, if any, costs would be incurred by the PC if the working group decided to hand the care and maintenance of Sonters Down back to Chelmsford.
g    Details from Chelmsford as to the boundary responsibilities around Sonters Down with reference to fences etc.
h    Clarification and confirmation as to the ownership of the equipment and the land at Sonters Down, is it a PC asset or does it belong to Chelmsford.
i    Copy of the Terms of Reference for the working group.

j.   Copies of the Inspection reports – for the past year and monthly hereon

k.  Access to copies of monthly reports from the past 4 years Sonters Down Working Party. 
7 an email was sent by Clr Phillips to the Clerk on 22/06/19 requesting the Clerk to either bring the above information  to the PC meeting on Tuesday 25th July 2019, or advise next week when the above information will be made available or from where it can be obtained.
8 Proposed activities for next period
A
Meeting to be arranged for the working group to consider the documents or information provided by the Clerk.
B
Meeting of the members of the group to be held in the committee room and agreement of the PC is required to cover the cost of this for a period of 2 or 3 hours on a date to be agreed.
C
Meeting with the Contractor to be re-arranged prior to above meeting
