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The Trustees of the Charities “Allotment for Exercise & Recreation” and
“Allotment for the Labouring Poor” (registered charities 271479 & 271480)

Trustees Report: 2021-2025

Appointments

o In July 2021 Rettendon parish Council (RPC) agreed to appoint Ray Ride, Mark Fleming,
Denise Fleming, Jim Knight, Sandie Cottee, Barbara Wright and Dave Phillips as trustees to
both charities for a tenure of 4 years.

e Roy Hart and Hazel Dale-Evans declined appointment
o Barbara Wright resigned without explanation soon after her appointment.
s InMarch 2025 RPC agreed to appoint David Upton, Edward Cheater and Roy Hart.

(The appointments in July 2021 followed a long, contentious and divisive disagreement between
RPC and Roy Hart and others who refused to accept the Parish Council as having sole authority to
appoint trustees to these 2 charities. The matter was finally resolved at the High Court with a
judgement that RPC does indeed have sole authority to appoint trustees.)

Allotment for the Labouring Poor (The Lower Bell Field)

The field was gifted to the Parish of Rettendon by the 1861 Enclosure Award for the charitable
purpose of use by the poor of the parish to grow their own food. Although the Lower Bell Field had
historically been used as allotments, in more recent years it had been used for grazing animals at a
peppercorn rent.

The Rettendon Parish Council Surveyin 2021 established that parishioners were interested in having
access to local allotments and in July 2021 the trustees agreed to return the land to its charitable
purpose i.e. allotments for residents

The Lower Bell Field Allotment Association was formed, and a formal legal agreement was signed
between its members and the Lower Bell Field Charity (with the guidance and help of the National
Allotment Society). This is now very successful and enjoyed by many residents. In addition to
growing their own food, evidence supports the benefits to wellbeing and mental health. As a way of
‘giving back’, space has been given to a local NHS Mental Health team, and this is proving highly
successful and rewarding. The Allotment Association and its members support local small
businesses and have developed connections with the Horticultural Society by welcoming its
members as part of the Garden Safari, and taking part in the Village Shows. The Allotment
Association continues to develop relationships within the local community and is also part of the
wider Chelmsford Gardening Network, which includes Hyde Hall and other local allotments and

gardens. The Lower Bell Field Allotment Association is self-supporting, and the charity has made no
financial contribution.



Allotment for Exercise & Recreation (The Upper Bell Field)

The field was gifted to the Parish of Rettendon by the 1861 Enclosure Award for the charitable
purpose of use by residents for exercise and recreation. For many years the field was rented to
football clubs, most recently to South Woodham Football Club (SWFC) for a sum of £1,000 per
season. A small, prefabricated building on the field, erected in 1959, owned by RPC is now
dilapidated and RPC deemed it unfit for use by the football club.

Football Pitch Improvements (2021)

Soon after being appointed, the trustees sought expert opinion on the condition of the pitch, which
was considered seriously uneven and with drainage channels exposed across the length of the
pitch. The trustees then secured a grant from RPC to carry out much needed remedial works to
ensure it could safely accommodate youth football.

Once the works were completed in late 2021, South Woodham FC agreed to renew their use of the
field for an annual fee of £1,500 and to maintain the field.

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Projects and Event (2022)

On 2nd June 2022, the trustees and the Friends of Rettendon Common held a large community
celebration for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, attended by 428 local residents, many of whom told
us they thought the event a great success.

Play Area and Gym Equipment (2022 - 2023)

Following the results of the Parish Council residents survey carried outin 2021, the Trustees agreed
to RPC installing a children’s play area. An agreement was duly signed between the Trustees and
RPC.

RPC purchased the new play equipment and outdoor gym equipment, the Trustees purchased a
picnic table, and it was all installed by Chelmsford City Council Parks team in in June 2023.

Atthe sametime, the Trustees funded a new car parking area and an entry barrier, all paid for through
their fundraising efforts (totalling £2,040).

More recently, the trustees and RPC have agreed to work more clossly together to provide more cost-
effective insurance and regular inspection of all the play and gym equipment.

Flooding and Infrastructure Damage (2023)

In January 2023 the Bell Field suffered significant flooding due to rain overflow from South
Hanningfield Road. This rendered the playing field unusable and caused flooding to the Lower Belt
Field allotments. The Trustees worked closely with a flood enforcement officer from Highways, who
discovered that tree roots were blocking a drain.

The path from the car park to the play area for prams and wheelchairs (installed as part of RPC’s play
equipment project) was ruined by the flooding. The Trustees made a claim to the Highways Authority
for the cost repair but this was rejected and so the matter was passed on to RPC to pursue further.

King Charles Il Coronation Celebration (2023)



On 6th May 2023 an event was held on the Upper Bell Field to celebrate the King’s Coronation.
Despite poor weather, 260 residents attended to mark the occasion.

Swings Installation and EALC Grant (2023 - 2024)

In August 2023, following requests from residents for swings to be added to the children’s play area,
the trustees applied for and received another EALC grant for £7,656. The swings (and another picnic
table funded by the Trustees) were installed in April 2024,

Closure of Pavilion / SWFC Withdrawal (2024)

South Woodham FC paid their annual licence fee of £1,500.00 for the 2023/24 football season on
26" June 2023 and continued to use the facility until early 2024. They decided to cease their use of
the field and cited various reasons including being unable to use the changing room, the presence
of fly-tipped waste, and their consolidation of training and playing venues.

Fly-Tipping (2024 - 2025)

On 23rd April 2024, a significant amount of waste was fly tipped in the car park area of the Upper
Bell Field. The Trustees immediately notified all the relevant agencies and engaged a waste removal
specialist (Dunmow Group) to inspect and test the waste material (at a cost of £900) to establish
whether it was hazardous. In the event, the waste was identified as non-toxic Trommel Fines.

The trustees applied to Essex County Council, Chelmsford City Council, RPC and EALC for financial
help and support in clearing the waste all of which were sadly rejected. In October 2024 RPC did
agree to fund removal and disposal of the waste (subject to a contribution from the trustees).

Despite the trustees having sought expert advice when ensuring the Upper Bell Field, the insurer and
broker rejected our claim for the costs of removing the waste. We disputed their decision and took
the matter to the Financial Ombudsman (FO) who initially dismissed our claim, but through
persistence we were able to gain their support, and they finally found in our favour. The FO has
instructed the insurance broker to contribute £9,000 towards our costs and the trustees are pleased
to be able to make a rather more substantial contribution towards the cost of removal.

The Trustees recently secured a £1,919 grant from EALC to fund the purchase of a height restriction
barrier for the car park entrance to prevent future fly-tipping incidents. The Friends of Rettendon
Common have generously committed to covering the installation costs, to be carried out soon by a
local contractor.

Finance

On appointment, the Trustees received incomplete records from their predecessors and inherited a
financial balance of £5,601.30 (of which £2,060.00 comprised recent donations towards the
development of a new pavilion and was agreed to be ring-fenced for that purpose).

The charity has no regular source of income other than fees received from use of the pitch by football
clubs. Hence the trustees have sought to fund all capital projects and events entirely through grants
and the very generous donations of residents. With SW FC no longer using the field the charity has
lostincome and most of the maintenance has been undertaken by volunteers, although the trustees
had to pay for some work that was previously done by SW FC. Grass cutting and other work has



been carried out by volunteers including David Bishop, Steve Rogers, Jlim Knight and Mark Fleming
since 2024 has been very much appreciated by the Trustees, and since his appointment in 2025 by
David Upton.

We have been active in seeking other football teams to use the field, though the current lack of
access to changing rooms and toilets is deterring those who’ve shown interest so far.

Having recently transferred £2,000 to RPC towards the cost of removing the waste material, and not
yet having received £9,000 from the insurance claim settlement, the bank balance is £1,661.02 as
at 6 June 2025.

In Conclusion

As trustees we have been privileged to look after this important and unique community asset for
Rettendon for the past 4 years. We have constantly sought to improve and enhance the Upper and
Lower Bell Fields for the benefit of our community and to advance the charitable purpose of both.
As our term as trustees comes to an end we are exceptionally pleased to hand over both charities
including all facilities in a greatly improved and expanded state providing access and use for the
Rettendon community including allotments, adult gym equipment and a range of children’s play
facilities.
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