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RETTENDON & BATTLESBRIDGE NEWSLETTER    FEBRUARY 2025 

COMMUNITY WARM HUB  
Wednesday from 12 until 2pm  

 We are delighted to be able to continue 
this into the new year.  We have a steady stream 
of people attending, though more are always 
welcome.  Come to keep up with neighbours, 
local events and history.  Luckily not much 
politics or religion to muddy the water, though come 
along to give your point of view.    AND A chance to 
meet some of your Rettendon Parish Councillors too.  
Bring up or ask about some local issue (potholes 

permitted).   
 In the cosy, warm Rettendon Memorial 
Hall committee room, CM3 8DP 
Transport available from local people just call 

Barbara on 01245 321554, or Hazel on 01245 401538, 

First Aid Course on CPR and 
Defibrillator use.  

Sunday, 2nd February  2pm till 5pm 
Rettendon Memorial Hall CM3 8DP 

A short course on the use of defibrillators 
and how to do CPR (CardioPulmonary Resuscitation) 

 The course may include some 
information on diabetes, stroke, 
asthma etc. If there is something 
specific required please let me 
know.  

The courses will be run by a 
qualified First Aid trainer with the Essex Community 
First Aid Events Volunteers (ECFAEV). (this is not 
an accredited course, but attendance certificates are 
provided)  

Hall Hire paid by Rettendon Parish Council, trainer 
asking for donations to ECFAEV charity no. 

ммулстп  

Please contact Barbara Wright, 01245 321554, or 
email barbara.wright@ecfaev.org to register.  

Ray and Daveõs Country Music Club 
Rettendon Village Hall, (opposite school), 

CM3 8DP 
Saturday, February 1

st
, 2025 

Doors Open 7:00pm - 11pm 
No bar - BYOD  

Tea/Coffee & FOOD available 
Join in a great night of live music  

- get up and dance or sit and listen.  
Contact:  Ray 01245 472386 / 07791434118 

Or Dave 01245 225963 
(Pic: https://stevechase.simdif.com/best_of_friends_duo.html)  

The concert is free to attend, but donations toward the 
upkeep of the church would be very welcome. 

Coffee Morning  
On Friday, 21 February  
and Friday, 21 March  

At St. Nicholas Church, Rawreth, 
SS11 8SH 

10:30 - 11:30am 
Donations to the Church 
Everyone welcome. 

Friday coffee mornings at All Saintsô Church, 
Rettendon, CM3 8DR still every week from 10 - 11am. 
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Rettendon Horticultural Society 

Itôs a way to go yet but I am seeing the first signs of 
Spring with snowdrops pushing through and hellebores 
starting to bloom. Suddenly there are things to do such as 
putting seed potatoes in trays to chit (sprout) and keeping 
an eye on Spring bulbs which are now emerging. 

We have now formulated the schedule for our new 
Spring Show which will take place at the Rettendon 
Village Hall on Saturday the 12th April. There are classes 
for daffodils, tulips, other bulbs, general flowers, 
vegetables, cookery, photography and a separate section 
for juniors. There will also be an exhibition of crafts 
completed over the Winter months. The schedule can be 
found on our website https://e-voice.org.uk/rethortsoc/
schedules/. Entries for the show are not limited to 
members only. I really hope that people will embrace this 
new venture and support the show by entering or coming 
along to view the exhibits. It will certainly be an 
opportunity to catch up with friends after the Winter. 

My research into the history of the Society continues. 
The Society was founded in 1892 which must make it one 
of the oldest social groups in the area. We continue to try 
and encourage new members to join in order to keep this 
long standing organisation going. We have a full calendar 
of trips, talks, visits and shows which can also be viewed 
on our website. 
John Bruty, Chairperson  

Membership now due - same price as last year Ã5. 
There will be letters going out now for membership.  You 
should get a card with the diary on it for all the events 
when you pay.  Please get in touch with the membership 
secretary, Louise Johnson, on her email 
RHSmemSec@gmail.com if you would like to join at any 
time. 

If you need to contact the Society at any time please get 
in touch with the secretary, Barbara Wright, on 01245 
321554 or email RetHSsec@gmail.com. 

Website: https://e-voice.org.uk/rethortsoc/  

Although we had to postpone the Christmas market 
at Battlesbridge due to adverse weather conditions, 
we were able to hold it the following week. 
We would like to thank any residents who came. 
We were able to send Ã1125.64 to Havens Hospices 
especially for Little Havens Children's Hospice. 
We will be holding further markets this year and will 
let you know dates in due course. 

Thank you for your support.

Rettendon Walking Group 
continue to meet weekly.  
We are planning some 

longer walks at weekends and will 
reintroduce evening walks once there 
is enough daylight.  
Meanwhile we meet Thursday 
mornings at 10am for a walk of about 4 miles.  Do join us if 
you want company, fresh air, and the benefits of being 
outdoors.  We sometimes walk from the village, and other 
times we car share and explore other local areas. We are 
blessed with variety and we are sometimes spoilt for choice.  
For more information please contact Sandie  
07941539994  or email:  sandie17@talktalk.net  

Rettendon Memorial Village Hall (CM3 8DP) 
BINGO:  This is being planned to start soon and will be 
every month on a Friday.  Requested by local residents 
after the last session, where there was hilarity from the 
onset trying to remember the clich® numbers (and definitely 
not PC), some wrong calls, and buttons pressed prematurely 
on the automatic machine.   

We will let people know times and dates on the website and 
on Facebook.  Hopefully soon and with all the mod cons 
and tea/coffee available for donation. The new venture will 
be by courtesy of the Hall Management Committee.  Raffle 
(prizes welcome) and fun for all.  

Obviously ongoing bookings with activities such as�«������ 
Short Mat/Carpet Bowls is on Mondays, from 7 till 9pm.   

New members very welcome, come along to 
meet people and have a bit of exercise.  Good for 
mental well-being too.  Why not try it out?  

Tuesdays have various bookings:-   

Rettendon Horticultural Society have just had their AGM 
and the cost of membership is still only Ã5.  Please 
contact our membership Secretary, Louise Johnson, 
email rhsmemsec@gmail.com for details. 

The Parish Council meets generally on the last Tuesday 
of the month.  Residents can bring up council problems 
(e.g. lighting or road issues) at the start in the Public Forum, 
but if urgent please get in touch with the clerk, Emma 
Terris.  Her contact details are in the newsletter. 

Wednesday is now Warm Hub day, 12 till 2pm, in the 
committee room, with home-made soup and hot 
drinks provided by the Hall Committee.    

Knit & Natter is from 2 - 4pm generally 1st & 
3rd Wednesdays in the month.  Come for warm 
hub and stay for a bit longer.  Bring any craft, or 
none.  Friendly atmosphere. 

Wednesday evening, 6 - 8:30pm, there is a 
Stained Glass Workshop run by Caroline. 
Contact her on 07792 475085 to find out 
more. 

Fridays and Saturdays are quiz nights and other events.  
See adverts in the Newsletter or on the hall website. 

Country and Western is on first Saturday of the 
month. Live music to dance or listen to.  Different 
acts during the year. See the adverts.   

Lennox Productions - In aid of Lennox 
Children's Cancer Fund are in the hall rehearsing most 
Tuesdays and Thursdays and some Saturdays and Sundays, 
where they are gearing up for ñ ò, their 
pantomime, in the Towngate Theatre, Basildon, from 
Wednesday 30th April to Saturday 3rd May. 

To find out more about the events on the Hall visit the  
Website: https://e-voice.org.uk/rettendon-memorial-hall/ 

The availability of the hall for parties and other events can 
be found by phoning  the booking clerk, Dianne 
Francombe, on 01245 400297.  She now has her 2025 
diary and taking bookings for the whole year. 

For information contact the hall secretary, Barbara Wright, 
email: rettendonmemorialhall@gmail.com, 01245 321554. 

Hall Management Committee 

Website: https://e-voice.org.uk/rettendon-memorial-hall/ 

Laugh with Tim Vine 
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I wanted to be a milkman - but I didn't have the bottle! 
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