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RETTENDON & BATTLESBRIDGE NEWSLETTER    SEPTEMBER 2024 

Financed directly by residents and businesses in the area. Printed by Solopress, 9 Stock Rd, SS2 5QF  
Prepared & distributed by over 30 volunteers within the parish.  Issue number 429 

Please note the views contained within are offered by individuals/organisations privately and not in conjunction with the 
compiler or the Rettendon and Battlesbridge Newsletter organisation.   

Contributions for next Newsletter to be with RetBatNews@gmail.com, by 18th of the month 

Rettendon Horticultural Society 

AUTUMN SHOW  
Rettendon Memorial Hall, CM3 8DP 

Saturday, 14th September 

2 - 4:30pm 
(entries in from 8 - 10:30am) 

Sections for Chrysanths, Dahlias, flowers,  

Autumn fruit: apples, pears, plumsé..  

Vegetables, with biggest and longest,  

And Flower Arranging classes to enter. 

Have tea, coffee, with home-made cakes,  

There will be a raffle, and other sideshows: guess 
the number, round the wall quiz, find the 

treasureé... 
Schedules on website:  

https://e-voice.org.uk/rethortsoc/ 

 Or paper copy from Hazel Dale-Evans 01245 401538, 

Barbara Wright 01245 321554,  

or email: RetHSsec@gmail.com 

Ray and Daveõs Country Music Club  
Live music from  

BEST OF FRIENDS  
Rettendon Village Hall, (opposite school),  

CM3 8DP 
Saturday, 7th September, 2024 
Doors Open 7:00pm - 11pm 

No bar - BYOD - Tea/Coffee & FOOD available 
Come along for a great night of live music  

- to dance to or just to listen 
Contact:  Ray 01245 472386 / 07791434118 

Or Dave 01245 225963 

RETTENDON CHARITY QUIZ NIGHT 
FRIDAY, 27th  SEPTEMBER 

7:00pm for 7:30pm prompt start 
Rettendon Memorial Hall, CM3 8DP 
Teams of 6 allowed, Ã5 per person 

Raffle 
Quiz run by Janys and John 

Being your own nibbles and drink. 
In aid of the LITTLE HAVENS HOSPICE and 

LIVING MEMORIAL CHARITY 

Community Hub - continuingé.. 
Rettendon Memorial Hall committee room  

Wednesdays from 12 until 2pm 
Salad, cakes, tea, coffee and other 
delicacies, all  provided free of charge 

courtesy of the Hall Committee.   
All residents, friends and family 

welcomed. 
Bring your own, or see what is on offer. 

Need transport? Please contact Hazel Dale-Evans 
01245 401538 or the secretary, Barbara Wright 
01245 321554, or email 
RettendonMemorialHall@gmail.com  

Helmingham Hall Gardens and Dedham 
Coach Trip - Sunday, September 22nd 

Beautiful gardens to 
admire in Suffolk before 

travelling back to 
picturesque Dedham and a 
chance to have tea, leaving there at 4pm. 
  Cost Ã28 (deposit of Ã20) includes entry fee 

to gardens 
Contact Jean Pietsch on 01268 763183 to book a ticket 
Pick-up coach at 9am at the Bell Pub or at the 

village Bus Stop 
Organised by Rettendon Horticultural Society 

(Pictures from & more info at:  
https://www.helmingham.com/the-gardens/ & 

https://www.visitessex.com/towns-and-villages/dedham-
p1356101) 

St. Peterõs Church, South Hanningfield, CM3 8HW 

Flower Festival 2024  ñLetôs Celebrate!ò 

Saturday, 31 August 12 noon - 5pm with fete 

Sunday 1 September 12 noon - 5pm with fete 

Monday 2 September 11am - 3pm 

Light lunches and refreshments available each day. 
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Rettendon Horticultural Society 
The Rettendon Village Show took place on the 13th July 
and it was a great success. The weather held out and 
everybody seemed to have a good time. 
The Horticultural Society held its Summer Show in the 
marquee and although the entries were down in most 
classes (except the vegetable class) it was a good show 
and highly commended by the judges for the quality of 
the exhibits. Sadly there were very few entries in the 
floral art classes and this is something that we need to 
address for future shows. 
The garden judging was a success with lots of entries 
and new gardens on show. Very pleasing to see some 
new names on the trophies. 
We are now looking forward to our Autumn Show in 
Rettendon Village Hall on Saturday 14th September. 
Entries are from 8 until 10.30 with the show being open 
between 2 and 4.30. This is usually a very good show 
with lots of entries for the vegetable and flower classes. 
Hopefully there will be some more new names on the 
trophies. The show schedule is available on our website 
and Facebook. 
We have a trip arranged for Sunday 22nd September. 
Please see elsewhere in the Newsletter for details. 
John Bruty, Chairperson  

Upcoming event: ñSay No to Mowò talk on Tuesday, 
15th October at 7:30pm.  Mike Halladay will be 
explaining the benefits of leaving the grass long on 
verges. 

Summer show - Thank you. 
If we have missed anyone out with our thank you letters 
please let us thank you now.  Without your help the 
show would not happen.  We look forward to working 
with you again next year. Special thanks to James, who 
worked hard for several days with us.   
Barbara Wright Secretary email: RetHSsec@gmail.com  

Website: https://e-voice.org.uk/rethortsoc/  

Looking for a way to fill a couple of 
hours on a Wednesday?  
If you enjoy doing Arts and Crafts then 

you are warmly welcomed to meet up with 
like-minded people at Battlesbridge Free 
Church Hall, SS11 7RE.  
You can bring your own materials or they can be 

provided.  
The friendly group meet each  

Wednesday from 2.00 - 4.00 pm.  
If you feel that you don't want to be artistic, but would 

just like to meet up for a cuppa and a chat, you will also be 
made very welcome. All ages are welcome. 
If you would like more information, please contact 

Brian Beckers on 07379577040. 

Rettendon Memorial Village Hall 

COMMUNITY HERB GARDEN  

Did you know that The Herb Garden in the 
front of Rettendon Memorial Hall was created 
as a community project?  As well as enjoying 
the scents and insects that it attracts, members 
of the parish are invited to pick herbs for their 
personal use.  There is a poster on the back of 
the notice board that gives information on how to use 
these, and if you would like more information on how to 
use or grow herbs, or to be shown the herb garden please 
contact Sandie Cottee:   07941539994  email: 
sandie17@talktalk.net 

I would like to take the opportunity to thank those who 
help to water and tend the garden.  

We are maintaining the hall and there are certain items in 
the pipeline to improve it.  Not least, we are looking at 
broadband for the hall.  This has been ongoing for some 
time, but now we have found the sticking point and, 
hopefully, unblocked it.  

The Oak tree is being cared for, with regular inspections.  
The car park is litter picked at regular intervals - but still 
please take your rubbish home with you.   

There is now a post box for the Parish Council at the front 
door of the hall, so if you need to get in touch and would 
prefer to leave a note, please do so. 

Hall bookings for parties are ongoing and, of course, the 
regular groups and societies meet in the hall�«�� 

Bowls is on a Monday, from 7 till 9pm.  If you fancy 
joining them go along and meet them all. 

Tuesdays have various bookings.   

Rettendon Horticultural Society meet for their 
committee meetings to keep the group going, and there are 
talks and shows at intervals during the year.  Please 
contact our membership Secretary, Louise Johnson, by  
email rhsmemsec@gmail.com for details of how to join.  

The Parish Council meets on the last Tuesday of the 
month.  They have a break in August, but back in 
September.  December meeting is usually slightly earlier 
due to Christmas.  Residents are allowed to bring up 
council problems at the start in the Public Forum.  

Wednesday is Community Hub, 12 till 2pm, in the 
committee room, with food and hot and cold drinks 
provided by the Hall Committee.   Bring your own, share 
with others, or just enjoy what has been provided. 

Wednesday evening, 6 - 8:30pm, there is a Stained 
Glass Workshop run by Caroline. Contact her on 07792 
475085 to find out more. 

Fridays there are quizzes and other events at various 
times.  

Saturdays  

Country and Western on first Saturday of the month. 
See the adverts on the front page for details.  

Rettendon Horticultural Society Summer Show in July, 
and Autumn Show in September.  See the adverts. 

Find out more about the events on the Hall Website: 
https://e-voice.org.uk/rettendon-memorial-hall/ 

The hall can be booked for parties and events by 
contacting the booking clerk, Dianne Francombe, on 
01245 400297.   

The hall secretary can be contacted by email on 
rettendonmemorialhall@gmail.com 

Hall Management Committee 

Website: https://e-voice.org.uk/rettendon-memorial-hall/ 

The Community Choir had a concert the evening of the 
Summer Show, so were rehearsing while the show was 
on.  Unfortunate, but we are all trying to make sure the 
clash does not happen again.  Several of us at the show 
would have liked to have gone to hear them, but we were 
too exhausted.  
Do hope the concert was a success.  Please let us know 
when the next one is scheduled.   

Prophetic sayings?   
To me �³drink responsibly�´��means don�¶t spill it. 
I had my patience tested.  I�¶m negative. 
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