[bookmark: _Hlk86479421]Statement on Biodiversity.

Pleshey Parsh Council (“Council”) has adopted this statement to demonstrate it recognises its duties in relation to biodiversity and the actions it takes to meet its commitments. The Council has direct responsibility for several green areas within the parish.

1. Recreation grounds at Vicarage Road, Pleshey.

1.1. While this is a grassed space, it is bordered by several trees and hedges which are maintained to encourage strong and healthy growth. 

1.2. [bookmark: _Hlk100911213]The Council employs professional inspectors and tree/hedge maintenance companies. It schedules non-emergency work at the sites to minimise disturbance for nesting birds and other wildlife.

1.3. The Council resources maintain the facilities at its recreation grounds. The role holders are encouraged to maintain facilities in a sympathetic manner to encourage biodiversity.

1.4. The Council discourages the use of Glyphosate.


2. Allotment site at Back Lane.

2.1. The Plot Holders maintain the allotment. The Parish Council continues to maintain an overview.

3. Castle Viewing area.

3.1. The Council maintains the area on behalf of Essex County Council. It makes sure such maintenance minimises disturbance for nesting birds and the reseeding cycles of flora.


4. The Council recognises and actively supports higher authorities’ plans which acknowledge the work which needed to tackle climate change and biodiversity issues. It has resolved to remain especially mindful of Chelmsford City Council’s Climate and Ecological Emergency Action Plan, as it affects activities in the parish.

5. In its capacity as consultee for local planning applications, the Council scrutinises and comments on applications to ensure all necessary environmental issues have been considered in relation to both the proposal itself and the work required to deliver what is being proposed. The Council supports wildlife planting areas within any new development.
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